News story: Tenth Annual Armed Forces
Day celebrated across the country

Men and women from the Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force, both
Regulars and Reserves, are being recognised alongside the wider defence
family including cadets and veterans.

The National Event is taking place in Llandudno, North Wales, attended by Her
Royal Highness Princess Anne The Princess Royal, representing the Queen and
the Royal Family. Prime Minister Theresa May and Defence Secretary Gavin
Williamson are also attending the event, alongside the thousands of attendees
who will gather to watch parades, displays and a record number of flypasts.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Today we mark the tenth Armed Forces Day and it remains a valuable
opportunity to honour our troops who work so hard to keep us safe.
Our servicemen and women are on hand every hour of every day to
protect us from the threats we face and today I encourage people
across the UK to come together and salute them for their tireless
commitment.

I commend Llandudno for an outstanding event and thank organisers
across the country for their efforts to mark Armed Forces Day.

The Armed Forces have had a busy year at home, including helping those
struggling in heavy snowfall and providing emergency assistance in the
aftermath of the Salisbury attack.

They are currently working in more than 25 countries and are ready to respond
whenever they’re required. This year we saw over 2,000 personnel deployed to
the Caribbean in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, on operations in Iraq and
Syria as part of the fight against Daesh, and continue to reassure NATO
allies in Europe.

Press release: Armed Forces Day 2019
to be held in Salisbury

The announcement will come as over 300 events are set to be held today to
mark this year’s Armed Forces Day, from the national event in Llandudno to
street parties and military parades across the country to say thank you to
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our sailors, soldiers and airmen and women.

Following the nerve agent attack, military teams worked tirelessly, alongside
the emergency services, to help ensure the city is safe and can return to
normal for visitors, businesses and everyone to enjoy. Their work to safely
remove contaminated vehicles, testing the nerve agent and their ongoing
efforts supporting the recovery, has enabled the city to return to the
vibrant and welcoming place it is.

As well as this heroic response, Salisbury is a city steeped in military
history, home to many Army bases including Bulford Camp and Tidworth Camp.
While Salisbury Plain, one of the UK's biggest military training areas, has
been used for more than a century.

Prime Minister Theresa May is due to say:

Armed Forces Day is a way to thank our incredible servicemen and
women for their dedication, for the many sacrifices they make and
for their extraordinary service and courage. I can think of no more
suitable a place than Salisbury to show our gratitude next year.

The military response to the nerve agent attack here has been
remarkable. In the days immediately following the attack, expert
military teams helped to safely move contaminated vehicles, the
Defence Science and Technology Library at Porton Down then expertly
tested the nerve agent and today around 200 specialist military
personnel from the Army and RAF continue to support the recovery.

By holding Armed Forces Day here next year, we are also celebrating
the tremendous resilience and great spirit of Salisbury and showing
clearly it is open for business. It’s a great city, enriched by
military history and a wonderful place to visit.

It is expected hundreds of thousands of people will descend on the city for
the day, supported by a £25,000 grant from the Ministry of Defence to host
the event. This is on top of the £2.5m given to support businesses, assist
with tourism and meet unexpected costs involved in the recovery effort in
Salisbury.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson is due to say:

Salisbury was a natural choice to host Armed Forces Day in 2019.

The city has a historic link with our Armed Forces and our troops
demonstrated once again their bravery, dedication and skill during
the central role they played following the reckless nerve agent
attack here this year.

Our extraordinary service men and women continue to help Salisbury
and the people of this beautiful cathedral city through the clear



up and investigation, and it'’s extremely fitting that next year the
city and the entire nation will be able to thank them here for
their commitment and unwavering service to protecting our nation
from the deadliest of threats.

Baroness Scott of Bybrook OBE, leader of Wiltshire Council, is due to say:

I am absolutely delighted that Salisbury has been selected to host
the Armed Forces Day national event next year. Wiltshire is proud
to be a military county and the armed forces and their families
make up a significant proportion of Wiltshire’s population. This is
a fantastic opportunity, on behalf of the whole country, to
recognise and celebrate what they do.

It will also be an opportunity to all say thank you for the work
they have undertaken in Salisbury to ensure that the city is safe
and can return to normal.

The event is the national focal point for celebrations and
recognises the hard work and sacrifice of those that serve this
country.

During recent months in Salisbury, we have seen how strong the
links are between the city and our armed forces community. To be
selected to host the national event in 2019 is a wonderful way to
thank our service men and women for their contribution and for the
job they do to keep us all safe.

Press release: British athletic games
launched for wounded Armed Forces

Organised in partnership with Help for Heroes and the Royal British Legion,
this will see over 400 British veterans and personnel participate, helping
those with injury or illness overcome mental and physical hurdles.

Participants will be able to take part in sports including athletics,
wheelchair basketball, powerlifting, swimming and sitting volleyball.

The Prime Minister will make the announcement while attending Armed Forces
Day, held in Llandudno this year. At the event, she will meet with men and
women from the Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force, both regulars
and reserves and cadets and veterans.

Prime Minister Theresa May is due to say:
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I am proud to be in Llandudno for Armed Forces Day, celebrating our
brilliant servicemen and women. Speaking on behalf of the nation, I
want to thank them for their dedication, for the many sacrifices
they make and for their extraordinary service and courage.

As our brave armed forces face dangers on our behalf, it is only
right that we do everything we can to help their recovery when they
suffer injuries or illness during combat or training.

Through these new British athletic games and the rehabilitative
power of sport, we can help those who have sacrificed so much for
our country to lead full and rewarding lives.

Now in its 10th year, this year’s Armed Forces Day will see a record number
of flypasts and displays. The crowds will enjoy air shows from the Red Arrows
and the Typhoons, while HMS Somerset will be docked in Llandudno Bay and
Challenger battle tanks and Warrior armoured vehicles will be displayed in
the military village.

The event in Llandudno is just one of over 300 events across the country to
mark Armed Forces Day. From street parties to military parades, these events
will say thank you to our sailors, soldiers and airmen and women.

At sea, on land and in the air, at home and around the globe, there are over
5,000 members of the British armed forces deployed currently in over 20
operations in 30 countries. From fighting against terrorism in the Middle
East to providing peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance in Africa and the
Caribbean while also being ready to defend our homeland in the event of a
crisis 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

News story: Welsh Secretary marks
tenth annual Armed Forces Day in
Llandudno

Hundreds of events are being held today across the country to mark the tenth
annual Armed Forces Day.

Men and women from the Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force, both
Regulars and Reserves, are being recognised alongside the wider defence
family including cadets and veterans.

The National Event is taking place in Llandudno, North Wales, attended by Her
Royal Highness Princess Anne The Princess Royal, representing the Queen and
the Royal Family. Prime Minister Theresa May, Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns and
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Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson are also attending the event, alongside
the thousands of attendees who will gather to watch parades, displays and a
record number of flypasts

The event comes a month on from the Secretary of State for Wales’ visit to
Afghanistan to see the 260 soldiers of the Welsh Guards based in the Afghan
capital Kabul.

Mr Cairns sat down with soldiers to learn more about their role in providing
security and mentoring help to Afghan officials as the country’s Government
continues its work of reconstruction. He also met senior British army
commanders for an update on the troops’ peace-keeping mission.

All three regular regiments are currently deployed on operations: 1st
Battalion The Royal Welsh and 1st The Queen’s Dragoon Guards are deployed to
reinforce NATOs eastern frontiers in Estonia and Poland whilst 1lst Battalion
The Welsh Guards serve in Afghanistan. Each is actively contributing to the
security of the United Kingdom and global peace and stability.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

Armed Forces Day is a unique moment in the year when we can all
pause to mark the sacrifice and commitment of our serving men and
women, past and present.

While Armed Forces Day of course recognises the major conflicts of
the 20st century, it also brings us right up to date with the
reminder that Welsh men and women are serving across the world
today. And there was no prouder moment for me than when exactly one
month ago, I had the honour of visiting the Welsh Guards in
Afghanistan.

The sight of Llandudno promenade as the setting for a military
march featuring old soldiers and young cadets will stick long in
the memories of the thousands of people here today. I am proud to
be a part of it, standing side by side with members of our Armed
Forces who represent the very best of what this country stands for.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Today we mark the tenth Armed Forces Day and it remains a valuable
opportunity to honour our troops who work so hard to keep us safe.
Our servicemen and women are on hand every hour of every day to
protect us from the threats we face and today I encourage people
across the UK to come together and salute them for their tireless
commitment.

I commend Llandudno for an outstanding event and thank organisers
across the country for their efforts to mark Armed Forces Day.



The Armed Forces have had a busy year at home, including helping those
struggling in heavy snowfall providing emergency assistance in the aftermath
of the Salisbury attack.

They are currently working in more than 25 countries and are ready to respond
whenever they’re required. This year we saw over 2,000 personnel deployed to
the Caribbean in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, on operations in Iraq and
Syria as part of the fight against Daesh, and continue to reassure NATO
allies in Europe.

Press release: Record number of fake
HMRC websites deactivated

New figures show that HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) requested a record 20,750
malicious sites to be taken down in the past 12 months, an increase of 29% on
the previous year.

Despite a record number of malicious sites being removed, HMRC is warning the
public to stay alert as millions of taxpayers remain at risk of losing
substantial amounts of money to online crooks. The warning comes as Scam
Awareness month, run by Citizens Advice, draws to a close.

HMRC has brought in cutting edge technology to tackle cyber-crime and target
fraudsters. However, the public needs to be aware and report phishing
attempts to truly defeat the criminals. Today (30 June 2018), ministers are
urging people to take action to protect themselves as well.

Genuine organisations like banks and HMRC will never contact people out of
the blue to ask for their PIN, password or bank details. So people should
never give out private information, download attachments, or click on links
in emails and messages they weren’t expecting.

Treasury Minister Mel Stride MP, the Financial Secretary to the Treasury,
said:

The criminals behind these scams prey on the public and abuse their
trust in government. We’'re determined to stop them.

HMRC is cracking down harder than ever, as these latest figures
show. But we need the public’s help as well. By doing the right
thing and reporting suspicious messages you will not only protect
yourself, you will protect other potential victims.

The most common type of scam is the ‘tax refund’ email and SMS. HMRC does not
offer tax refunds by text message or by email.
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HMRC has also been trialling new technology which identifies phishing texts
with ‘tags’ that suggest they are from HMRC, and stops them from being
delivered. Since the pilot began in April 2017, there has been a 90%
reduction in people reporting spoof HMRC-related texts.

This innovative approach netted the cyber security team with the Cyber
Resilience Innovation of the Year Award in the Digital Leaders (DL100)
Awards.

In November 2016, the department implemented a verification system, called
DMARC, which allows emails to be verified to ensure they come from a genuine
source. The system has successfully stopped half a billion phishing emails
reaching customers.

HMRC has also saved the public more than £2.4 million by tackling fraudsters
that trick the public into using premium rate phone numbers for services that
HMRC provide for free. Scammers create websites that look similar to HMRC’s
official site and then direct the public to call numbers with extortionate
costs.

HMRC has successfully challenged the ownership of these websites,
masquerading as official websites, and taken them out of the hands of cheats.

HMRC is working with the National Cyber Security Centre to further this work
and extend the benefits beyond HMRC customers.

Further Information
HMRC has taken a range of action to protect the public from scams including:

e since June 2017 HMRC requested 20,750 website links to be removed,

compared to 16,069 between June 2016 and May 2017

during the financial year 2017 to 2018, responded to nearly 1 million

phishing referrals

since 2016 blocked half a billion phishing emails through DMARC

reduced spoofed phishing texts by 90% due to new technology

e during financial year 2017 to 2018 provided up to date information and
support on the GOV.UK website, which was visited 1.4 million times last
year

Check GOV.UK for information on how to avoid and report scams and recognise
genuine HMRC contact.

The National Cyber Security Centre’s report ‘Active Cyber Defence — one year
on’ states that HMRC is consistently the most abused government brand.

DMARC (Domain-Based Message Authentication, Reporting and Conformance) is the
internet standard that is used to allow domain owners to have more control
over who can use their email addresses as ‘from’ addresses.

HMRC won the Cyber Resilience Innovation of the Year award at the Digital
Leaders (DL100) Awards last week — the premier list identifying individuals
and teams leading Digital Transformation in the UK.
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