
News story: £1million to improve life
skills for young people in Doncaster

A £1 million programme to improve access to sports, arts and culture for
5,000 disadvantaged young people across Doncaster has been launched today by
Education Secretary Damian Hinds.

Young people from some of the most deprived parts of the town will have
access to free extra-curricular activities and healthy meals over the summer
holidays including competitive sport, cooking classes and outdoor pursuits.
The programme will help broaden young people’s horizons, giving them the
opportunity develop lifelong skills in leadership and teamwork, as well as
helping build character, resilience and confidence so they can become
successful adults.

Education Secretary Damian Hinds launched the programme of activities, funded
through the Government’s Opportunity Area programme, during a visit to
Bentley Youth Centre where he met with the first young people to benefit from
the scheme this summer.

Education Secretary Damian Hinds said:

The Opportunity Area programme is about broadening the horizons of
young people from disadvantaged areas. I want every young person
living in Doncaster to be able to access extra-curricular
activities that build the resilience and character they need to
fulfill their ambitions, whatever they are.

This investment will help young people in Doncaster learn the
skills of leadership and teamwork that are so important later in
life, giving them the boost in confidence they need to succeed in
education or the world of work.

The funding includes £550,000 to pay for a programme of summer activities in
2018 and 2019, and a £450,000 fund for local voluntary and community groups
to support young people in Doncaster develop additional skills through out-
of-school activities from September.

The summer activities are free for participants aged five-18 and include
boxing, cycling, football, baking, nature trails and stop motion animation
classes. From September, schools will be able to access community programmes
through The Princes Trust, drama and arts classes through Doncaster Arts,
sports through organisations like the Jamie McDonnell Fight for Good CIC
(Community Interest Company), and business and entrepreneurial skills
workshops.

The summer project will be run by EXPECT Youth, Doncaster’s youth alliance
which works closely with the Opportunity Area programme by delivering
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projects for the most vulnerable in the borough.

Alongside a schedule of activities running from 23 July to 31 August, the
funding will also offer healthy meals to the thousands of children taking
part over the summer.

Chair of the Doncaster Opportunity Area Partnership Board, Professor Sir
Chris Husbands, said:

It’s great to see EXPECT Summer’s programme of events for children
and young people in Doncaster. This supports the priorities we
outlined in our Opportunity Area delivery plan and will help young
people to develop essential life skills.

EXPECT Youth Strategic Development Director, Peter Norman, said:

We are committed to creating opportunities for children and young
people to lead a healthy, active lifestyle that will help them
unlock their talent and fulfil their potential.

EXPECT Summer activities will help aid the development of their
essential life skills to help them deal with the challenges of
everyday life at school, college and employment.

Each of the Government’s 12 Opportunity Areas receive a share of £72 million
for a tailored plan to improve social mobility for children and young people,
including those from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Doncaster’s plan focuses on boosting development in the early school years,
increasing excellent teaching capacity, improving careers advice and
introducing mentoring programmes.

News story: Yorkshire apprentices will
take leading role in UK’s railway
future

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling met with apprentices at the National
College for High Speed Rail in Doncaster today
visit follows Prime Minister Theresa May announcing up to £780 million
to upgrade East Coast Main Line between London and Edinburgh by early
2020s

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/696827/Social_Mobility_Delivery_Plan_Doncaster_v10_FINAL_WEB.PDF.pdf
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-yorkshire-apprentices-will-take-leading-role-in-uks-railway-future/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-yorkshire-apprentices-will-take-leading-role-in-uks-railway-future/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-yorkshire-apprentices-will-take-leading-role-in-uks-railway-future/


Graduates of the National College for High Speed Rail in Yorkshire are set to
play a leading role in designing, building and operating Britain’s future
rail network, the Transport Secretary stated today (23 July 2018).

Visiting the world-class facilities at the National College of High Speed
Rail in Doncaster, the Transport Secretary Chris Grayling saw how Yorkshire’s
apprentices are gaining crucial skills and experience, ensuring a new
workforce will be ready to deliver HS2 and future rail projects.

The visit follows the Prime Minister’s announcement that up to £780 million
will be invested on the East Coast Main Line by the early 2020s — enabling
faster and more frequent trains with more seats for passengers between
Edinburgh and London – and highlighting the need to train more skilled
apprentices.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

With up to £780 million set to be invested in the East Coast Main
Line by the early 2020s, we are ensuring passengers across the
country get the fast, reliable and modern services they need.

There is no doubt that the talented graduates of the National
College for High Speed Rail in Doncaster will play a leading role
in realising that vision. Yorkshire’s apprentices will be
instrumental in creating the future rail network of the UK, helping
to improve vital connections between our cities and drive forward
economic growth.

Clair Mowbray, chief executive of the National College for High Speed Rail,
said:

We welcome the transport secretary’s ongoing support for the
college, and look forward to continued dialogue with the government
so that we can fully realise our potential as the largest of five
national colleges.

Last week’s progress update on the government’s transport
infrastructure skills strategy has shown that improved connectivity
will be the key to rebalancing Britain’s economy. The college has a
major role to play in this, by working with businesses across
Yorkshire and further afield to equip the national workforce with
the world class skills they need to drive forward existing schemes,
as well as future projects from Britain’s record £600 billion
pipeline. However, if we are to succeed, we will need to see more
and more businesses investing in their pipeline of talent, so that
we can deliver the 21st century infrastructure that Britain needs.

The visit follows the publication of the Transport infrastructure skills
strategy: two years on report, which shows that significant transport
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investment is leading the way in creating apprenticeships, helping unlock
brilliant careers and tackling the need for the engineers of the future.

Press release: Environmental permits
issued for Holmwood drilling site

The Environment Agency has issued environmental permits to the company to
provide a high level of protection to the environment during its operations
at the Holmwood site in Dorking, Surrey.

Before issuing the permits the Environment Agency carried out a detailed
assessment of the application and considered all legal requirements, along
with all comments received through two rounds of public consultation. The
environmental permits issued set out the stringent conditions the site
operator must comply with to ensure that the environment and local people are
protected.

Europa Oil & Gas Limited will need to have all relevant permissions in place
from other regulatory partners before it can start operations on site.

An Environment Agency spokesperson said:

We would like to thank everyone who responded to the public
consultations. We have carefully considered all of the information
received and are confident, in issuing these permits, that we have
the right controls in place to ensure operations are carried out
safely.

The Environment Agency plays a key role in protecting the
environment. We take an evidence based approach to regulation and
had to be satisfied that the necessary protections were in place
before we would allow exploration to begin. We are confident that
the legally binding conditions in the permits and our compliance
checks will ensure that operations meet the highest standards.

We do understand the concerns that a large number of people have
raised and we are committed to keeping local people informed of our
work to regulate the site.

View the oil and gas mining waste permit issued for Holmwood Wellsite,
Surrey.
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Notes to editors

The permits authorise Europa Oil & Gas Limited to:

drill a new oil well at Holmwood
store oil on-site
manage any radioactive waste arising from these activities (a separate
permit has been issued in this respect)

There is further information on how the Environment Agency determines
applications, the time scales involved and how it regulates onshore oil and
gas:

And information on radioactive waste permits:
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checks will ensure that operations meet the highest standards.

We do understand the concerns that a large number of people have
raised and we are committed to keeping local people informed of our
work to regulate the site.

View the oil and gas mining waste permit issued for Holmwood Wellsite,
Surrey.

Notes to editors

The permits authorise Europa Oil & Gas Limited to:

drill a new oil well at Holmwood
store oil on-site
manage any radioactive waste arising from these activities (a separate
permit has been issued in this respect)

There is further information on how the Environment Agency determines
applications, the time scales involved and how it regulates onshore oil and
gas:

Environmental permitting: public participation statement
Onshore oil and gas exploration and extraction: environmental permits
Onshore oil and gas regulation – information page

And information on radioactive waste permits:

Radioactive substances for non-nuclear sites

Press release: Business leaders hail
M49 junction construction as boost to
economy

A new junction Highways England is creating on the M49 will improve road
access and provide a much-needed connection into the Avonmouth and Severnside
Enterprise Area from the motorway network.

The junction, which comprises two bridges, will also promote economic growth
in this area of Bristol, and reduce the numbers of HGVs and other vehicles on
the local road network.

At a groundbreaking ceremony, key regional business leaders joined Highways
England, the company responsible for the country’s motorways and major A
roads, and local authorities to welcome the £49 million scheme, which
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calculations are forecasted to help create 14,000 jobs in the area.

Nick Aldworth, Highways England’s South West Regional Delivery Director said:

We’re delighted to be breaking ground on this strategically and
economically important scheme for the South West and Bristol area.

Every £1 invested in this scheme will bring more than £30 into the
local economy, generating more than 14,000 jobs in the long term.

(Left to right) Colin Bird, Highways England Programme Leader, Peter Mumford,
Highways England Executive Director and Jack Lopresti MP.

Highways England is working with partners, including South Gloucestershire
Council, Bristol City Council and the West of England Local Enterprise
Partnership, on the scheme which involves using the existing bridge at Farm
Lane with a second bridge being built immediately next to it.

Located to the south of the Western Approach Distribution Park and west of
the village of Easter Compton, the two bridges will be incorporated into a
single roundabout spanning the motorway with new access and exit slip roads
connecting fully with both northbound and southbound traffic.

The scheme has also been welcomed by joint venture partners Robert Hitchins
Ltd and Harrow Estates plc, who own the neighbouring 300-acre Westgate
employment site.

Simon Tothill, Property and Development Director for Robert Hitchins, said:

We have worked closely with Highways England for the last three
years to enable the opening up of this area and are delighted to
see progress being made.

This project is all about the creation of jobs and economic growth.
We have absolutely no doubt that it will be a huge boost to the
region, deliver significant new investment into the area and unlock
the large and incredibly well-located Westgate site, which already
benefits from planning permission for employment uses.

SevernNet, who represent business and residents in the Severnside area,
added:

SevernNet is delighted with Highways England’s commitment to
construct the M49 intermediate junction for Severnside – a direct
link to the strategic road network will support those businesses
already established and facilitate further growth within the
Avonmouth Severnside Enterprise Area, and also relieve congestion
in and around Avonmouth.



At the ceremony, Jack Lopresti, MP for Filton and Bradley Stoke, was joined
by Peter Mumford, Highways England Executive Director of Major Projects, and
Highways England Regional Investment Programme Director David Haimes,
together with construction partners Galliford Try, South Gloucestershire
Council, Bristol City Council and West of England LEP representatives.

The new M49 junction project is the first Road Investment Strategy scheme to
start construction in the South West, one of six multi-million pound road
schemes aimed at boosting the economy, tourism and heritage in the region.

Another key milestone in the South West within the next six months includes
next steps in the planning process for the A303 Stonehenge tunnel and
dualling scheme and the A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross dualling scheme in
Cornwall.

The upgrades are funded by the Government’s biggest-in-a-generation £15
billion investment in motorways and main A roads, and delivered by Highways
England.

Construction of the new M49 junction is due to be completed by December 2019
and local communities and business will be kept informed on progress by the
Highways England project team and construction partners Galliford Try.

Duncan Elliott, Managing Director of Galliford Try’s Highways business, said:

We’re delighted to get cracking on a much-needed scheme that will
bring far-reaching benefits. We have considerable experience of
motorway work from our participation in the Smart motorways
programme and will bring this to bear on the Avonmouth junction
scheme. We will keep any disruption to a minimum and keep road
users updated about progress.

For more information visit the M49 Avonmouth scheme web page.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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