News story: Chancellor announces £12
million for Bombardier and invites
Derry-Londonderry city deal bid

Nearly £12 million of new funding for Bombardier, has been announced by the
Chancellor during a visit to Northern Ireland today (25 July 2018) to help
the company secure long-term manufacturing jobs in Belfast. The project will
be part-funded by local partners Invest Northern Ireland. The funding will
support the company to develop the thrust reverser for the new Airbus A320
NEO nacelle — essential components for modern airplanes.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, said:

We are backing Bombardier with £12 million of new money to help
develop cutting edge technology — here in Northern Ireland — for
modern aircraft. This will help to secure jobs for Northern
Ireland’s economy and cement the UK’'s role as a leading
manufacturer of high tech aircraft components.

Northern Ireland is leading the way within the UK in productivity
growth. I want to support this progress by inviting a bid for a
Derry-Londonderry City Deal, an opportunity for the region to
continue to drive forward economic growth and build an economy that
works for everyone.

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley said:

I am delighted with today’s announcement, which is a positive step
in progressing a City Deal for Derry-Londonderry. It is a testament
to the many local partners who have worked tirelessly for progress
to be made.

As Northern Ireland’s second largest centre for economic growth,
Derry-Londonderry plays a significant role in the region’s economic
success.

I look forward to now engaging with local partners and across
Government as proposals are developed and we build on the existing
strengths of this area to deliver a real impact on the economy in
the North West and across Northern Ireland.

Vice-Chancellor of Ulster University, Professor Paddy Nixon said:
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I welcome the Chancellor’s announcement today that the UK
government is inviting local partners to submit proposals for a
Derry—Londonderry City Deal. I look forward to working with the
local council and others to bring forward ambitious proposals for
the government to consider.

Today the Chancellor has also invited a city deal bid for the Derry-
Londonderry City Region. This will give local councils, universities and
businesses the chance to submit plans to government on their priorities for
driving forward economic growth and boosting productivity for the benefit of
the Derry-Londonderry city region and the whole of Northern Ireland.

On his visit the Chancellor will tour Bombardier’s production line for
aircraft wings and welcome the new orders for 60 A220 announced last week at
the Farnborough Airshow. Aerospace is a key manufacturing sector for the UK,
and Northern Ireland, and it will be a vital part of the Industrial Strategy
Sector Deal. While in Belfast, the Chancellor will also meet with the
government’s FinTech envoy in Northern Ireland, Georgina 0'Leary, and major
industry leaders in financial services. He will also discuss how the Brexit
White Paper will benefit Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland has seen a 14.2% increase in productivity since 2010 — the
fastest of all regions and nations of the UK. The potential for further
growth is being supported by investment in Ulster University, which has
benefitted from £50 million of UK government funding since 2015 for cutting
edge research and development. The UK government is also delivering the
biggest increase in research and development investment for 40 years.

Further information

e The government is investing over £1.6 billion in city deals in Scotland
and Wales and is in negotiations for a Belfast City Region Deal - the
first city deal in Northern Ireland.

News story: Faith Minister calls for
new bell ringers as the nation readies
for the First World War Centenary

The government funded ‘Ringing Remembers’ project aims to recruit 1,400 new
bell ringers to take part in Armistice Day 2018 commemorations as the First
World War Centenary programme reaches a seminal moment. The campaign is being
run by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government in
collaboration with Big Ideas and the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers.
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One thousand new bell ringers have already been recruited to ring out
following the traditional march past the Cenotaph and to honour the 1,400
bell ringers who lost their lives in the First World War.

Meeting new recruits to the project in the north-east, Lord Bourne officially
launched the new Ringing Remembers badge, which will provide bell ringers
with a lasting reminder of their contribution to Armistice Day 2018.

Faith Minister Lord Bourne said:

The bell ringing community tragically saw 1,400 members lose their
lives to the war effort. Their sacrifice will be honoured by our
Ringing Remembers project, which will recruit the same number of
bell ringers to take part in the centenary Armistice Day
celebrations.

One hundred years ago bell ringers across the country caught and
amplified the national mood as 4 years of war came to an end.

In remembrance of that special moment, and of the sacrifice bell
ringers made during the First World War, I urge people across the
nation to sign up to ‘Ringing Remembers’ and take part in Armistice
Day 2018 as we honour those that gave so much to defend our freedom
and liberty one hundred years ago.

Lord Bourne’s call to action comes after the UK government, supported by the
German government, invited nations across the world to participate in
international bell ringing on 11 November 2018. This will mirror the moment
100 years ago when relief and emotion overtook and bells rang out across the
country to celebrate Armistice.

Press release: Joint Communiqué of the
British-Irish Intergovernmental
Conference 25 July 2018

A meeting of the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference (BIIGC) took
place at the Cabinet Office in London on 25 July 2018.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
was represented by the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Rt Hon David
Lidington MP, and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Rt Hon Karen
Bradley MP. The Government of Ireland was represented by Tdnaiste and
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Mr Simon Coveney TD, and the Minister
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for Justice and Equality, Mr Charles Flanagan TD.

The Conference was established under Strand Three of the 1998 Belfast/Good
Friday Agreement “to promote bilateral co-operation at all levels on all
matters of mutual interest within the competence of both Governments”.

The Conference discussed the following:

Legacy

The Conference reviewed the overall progress towards implementation of the
Stormont House Agreement legacy framework.

Both the Irish and UK Governments re-asserted their commitment to the legacy
bodies set out in the 2014 Stormont House Agreement as the best means of
addressing the legacy of Northern Ireland’s past. The UK Government updated
the Conference on the consultation currently being held on the Stormont House
institutions which runs to 10 September. The Irish Government updated the
Conference on the legislative measures being brought forward within its
jurisdiction to implement and support the Stormont House Agreement legacy
framework and raised other legacy issues.

Security co-operation

The Conference reviewed the current security situation, and discussed the
continuing threat posed by Northern Ireland Related Terrorism in the United
Kingdom and in Ireland.

The Conference expressed its rejection of all paramilitary violence and all
other forms of paramilitary activity. The Conference reiterated its strong
support for the efforts of the Police Service of Northern Ireland and An
Garda Siochana, along with other agencies, in keeping people safe and secure
across both jurisdictions.

Both the UK and Irish Governments recalled commitments in the 2015 Fresh
Start Agreement to ending paramilitarism and looked forward to the first
report of the Independent Reporting Commission established under that
Agreement.

East-West matters

The Conference considered the strength of the bilateral relationship between
the United Kingdom and Ireland and welcomed the high levels of bilateral
cooperation across a range of important policy areas.

The Conference agreed that this level of bilateral co-operation needed to be
maintained and, where possible, strengthened following the departure of the
United Kingdom from the European Union.

Officials were asked to take forward work in this area with a view to coming
forward with proposals for future East-West cooperation, including at Cabinet



and Ministerial level, for consideration by the Irish and UK Governments at a
future meeting of the Conference.

Political stability

Both the UK and Irish Governments reiterated their strong support for the
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and subsequent agreements which have
underpinned the progress made in Northern Ireland over the past two decades
and which provide the framework for the political process in Northern
Ireland.

The Irish and UK Governments re-affirmed their shared commitment to all of
the political institutions established by the Agreement and to securing the
effective operation of power-sharing, devolved government in Northern Ireland
and the consequent resumption of the North/South Ministerial Council and
Northern Ireland participation in the British Irish Council at the earliest
opportunity.

Both the UK and Irish Governments agreed to continue working closely together
in accordance with the three-stranded approach as set out in the Belfast/Good
Friday Agreement.

Future meetings

It was agreed that the Conference would meet again in the autumn.

News story: Appointment of Shona Dunn
as Second Permanent Secretary at the
Home Office

The Home Office Permanent Secretary, with the agreement of the Prime
Minister, has today announced that Shona Dunn, currently Director General,
Economic and Domestic Secretariat at the Cabinet Office, has been appointed
as the new Second Permanent Secretary at the Home Office.

Welcoming Shona’s appointment, Sir Jeremy Heywood, Cabinet Secretary said:

I am really delighted that Shona Dunn has secured this promotion
and will be joining the Home Office after the summer as Second
Permanent Secretary. As Head of the Cabinet Office’s Economic and
Domestic Secretariat she has provided outstanding support to me and
the Cabinet and given her record of achievement in a number of
different departments she will add real value in the Home Office,
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helping the new Home Secretary and Philip Rutnam to deliver the
culture change that they want to see.

Home Office Permanent Secretary, Sir Philip Rutnam, said:

I am delighted to announce the appointment of Shona Dunn as the new
Second Permanent Secretary for the Home Office. This is a pivotal
role in the leadership of the Home Office, supporting ministerial
priorities and helping to deliver outstanding policy advice and
operational efficiency on behalf of the government. I look forward
to working with her as she starts to deliver this important remit.

Shona Dunn said:

It’s a real privilege to have been asked to take on this role and I
am delighted to be joining the Home Office at such an important
time. I very much look forward to meeting all those who work in our
borders, immigration and citizenship system, and to working with
them, the wider Home Office and all of our partner organisations,
to deliver on some of this government’s top priorities.

This appointment has been agreed by the Prime Minister, and follows an
external recruitment competition.

News story: New accord launches to
enhance National Parks and woodland

A new Accord that aims to expand and enhance woodland in National Parks to
protect wildlife and connect people with nature has been launched today at
the New Forest Show.

The Accord, a statement of a shared ambition between the Forestry Commission
and National Parks England, will bring together decision makers to ensure
woodland is managed sustainably and in line with a natural capital approach.
This will take into account the environmental, social and economic impact of
trees and forests and the statutory purposes of our National Parks.

National Parks are already home to a third of the Public Forest Estate in
England, and the Accord will also consider how woodland creation grants can
be used to sensitively expand wooded areas across these landscapes. The
partnership ensures all woodland will be managed to the highest standards so
they are rich in wildlife and protected for future generations to enjoy.
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The Accord was launched at the New Forest National Park today, where National
Parks Minister Lord Gardiner joined Margaret Paren, Chair of National Parks
England and Ian Gambles, Director of Forestry Commission England to plant a
tree and demonstrate the benefits woodland can bring.

Its launch comes during ‘Discover National Parks Week 2018’, which celebrates
the UK’s 15 National Parks. With over half of people living within an hour of
a National Park, the week encourages people to get outside and discover them
for themselves.

Margaret Paren, Chair of National Parks England, said:

Our National Parks are cultural landscapes cherished for their
nature and beauty. This Accord provides the basis for strong
partnership working between the Forestry Commission and National
Parks. By working closely together we can ensure public forests in
our National Parks are at the forefront of sustainable forest
management.

And through adopting high-quality decision-making on woodland
creation, design, management, protection and removal we can also
ensure trees and woods contribute to the beauty of our National
Parks for years to come.

There is a strong synergy between the aims in the Accord and the goals in the
Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan, which sets ambitious plans for
enhancing beauty and landscapes and more and better managed woodland as a key
way to improve the environment for the next generation.

Lord Gardiner, Minister for National Parks and Forests, said:

Woods and forests make an immense contribution to our enjoyment of
our National Parks, as well as providing important habitats for
wildlife.

Our 25 Year Environment Plan sets out ambitious targets for tree
planting and connecting people with nature. This Accord will help
realise the full potential of woodland in our National Parks.

Sir Harry Studholme, Chair of the Forestry Commission, said:

Forestry is a leading player in the story of the National Parks and
of their landscapes. The Forestry Commission may be the largest
single holder of land across the network of National Parks. Nowhere
is the relationship more apparent than here in the New Forest where
the Forestry Commission and National Park Authority’s roles are
deeply intertwined.
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At this time of change in agriculture and land management, forestry
and afforestation are important components of the discussion. The
Forestry Commission and National Parks must work together not only
to create new resilient and multi-purpose woodlands but also to
enable existing ones adapt to a changing environment.

This will benefit National Park landscapes, provide rural
employment and support local communities and allow the delivery of
Natural Capital benefits like carbon absorption, water management
and public access.

The Accord agrees a pragmatic and deliverable national framework for the
Forestry Commission and National Parks’ shared ambitions for woods and
forests, with local priorities for individual National Parks to be determined
according to their specific needs.

It sets out five shared priorities for delivering a range of benefits that
protect and enhance natural and cultural heritage:

1.

Decision-making that enhances National Park landscapes and their
woodlands;

. Woodland creation and expansion in National Parks;
. Highest standards of forest management in line with natural capital

approach;

. Woodland grant schemes that contribute to the delivery of the shared

ambition;

. Engage and connect people with woodlands and forests.



