Press release: Poultry keepers urged
to be vigilant of Newcastle Disease

Poultry keepers across the United Kingdom have been urged to be vigilant of
Newcastle Disease following reported cases in flocks across Europe.

Recent cases in Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg have led to Animal and
Plant Health Agency (APHA) experts to advise that the risk of the disease in
UK flocks has risen from ‘low’ to ‘medium’.

Newcastle Disease is caused by a virulent strain of paramyxovirus and can be
spread through direct contact with the bodily fluids of infected birds. It
can cause severe losses in certain poultry species, including:

e commercial and specialist breeds
e pet chickens
e other captive birds, including racing pigeons.

Public Health England advises the risk of Newcastle Disease affecting people
is very low.

Christine Middlemiss, UK Chief Veterinary Officer, said:

The Animal and Plant Health Agency experts have advised that the
risk of disease has risen to ‘medium’ following reports of
Newcastle Disease in mainland Europe.

I urge all poultry keepers — whether of commercial, smallholder
flocks or specialist breeds or pet chickens — to remain vigilant to
the clinical signs of this disease, and urge them to put in place
strong biosecurity measures to ensure the health and welfare of
their birds.

Poultry species that are affected by Newcastle Disease may show the following
clinical signs:

e Respiratory distress, such as gaping beak, coughing, sneezing, gurgling
and rattling

Nervous behaviour, such as tremors, paralysis and twisting of the neck
Unusually watery faeces that are yellowish-green in colour

Depression and a lack of appetite

Produce fewer eggs which could be misshapen and soft-shelled

If a bird keeper suspects that their birds may be infected with Newcastle
Disease, they should contact their private vet and the APHA immediately.

There are several precautions poultry keepers can follow to further minimise
the risk to their birds, including:


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-poultry-keepers-urged-to-be-vigilant-of-newcastle-disease-2/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-poultry-keepers-urged-to-be-vigilant-of-newcastle-disease-2/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/newcastle-disease
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england

e Ensuring, where appropriate, their birds have been vaccinated against
the disease.

Implementing strict biosecurity measures on their premises, including
using disinfectant foot baths and reducing visitors to the birds.
Thoroughly cleaning vehicles, equipment, clothing, boots that have been
in contact with birds.

Feeding and watering should be under cover and kept away from wild
birds.

e Washing their hands with soap and water after handling their own birds.

For APHA contact details visit here

Press release: Meat cleaver wielding
Somerset shoplifter ordered into
immediate custody

A man who robbed a convenience store with a meat cleaver to pay for his drug
habit has had his sentence increased after the Attorney General'’s Office
referred it to the Court of Appeal for being too low.

On 8 February 2018, Stephen Brennan, 32, entered a convenience store in
Yeovil with a meat cleaver. He placed the cleaver on the counter and demanded
the female cashier give him money. Although Brennan wore a hood, the cashier
recognised him by his accent as someone who had been banned from the
premises, and told him to leave.

Eventually Brennan did exit the store, taking three bottles of wine on his
way out. Although the financial loss to the store was minimal, the crime has
had a lasting effect on the cashier.

Brennan was originally sentenced at Taunton Crown Court in May, where he was
given a 3 year Community Order, drug rehabilitation requirements, and a
restraining order from the convenience store. Today, after the hearing, the
Court of Appeal increased his sentence to 3 years 6 months’ imprisonment and
imposed a victim surcharge.

Speaking after the hearing, Attorney General Geoffrey Cox QC MP said:

“In order to pay for his addictions, Brennan subjected a woman to a traumatic
experience which has had a lasting effect on both her work and home life. I
am now satisfied that justice has been done thanks to the Court of Appeal’s
decision today.”
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Press release: Wales set to host Board
of Trade this November

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox MP, today (25 July 2018) announces
that Swansea University will host the Board of Trade in November 2018.

Over 2 days (14 and 15 November), Board of Trade members will meet with local
businesses and the International Trade Secretary will celebrate Welsh trade
achievements by recognising local companies with Board of Trade Awards
(BOFTAs). The National Trade Academy Programme will also run a Welsh business
showcase.

Latest HMRC figures show goods exports from Wales increased by 7.1% to £16.4
billion in the year to March 2018, demonstrating the global demand for Welsh
products.

With Wales being home to nearly 4,000 exporters in 2017, with an average
value per exporter of more than £4.2 million, the Department for
International Trade (DIT) is running a series of exporting masterclasses and
seminars this week at the Royal Welsh Show in Llanelwedd. This will help more
businesses take practical steps towards selling overseas.

The seminars will provide information on the benefits of exporting, dealing
with potential barriers, developing a successful export strategy, finding the
right route to market, and securing the best customers, agents and
distributors.

International Trade Secretary and President of the Board of Trade Dr Liam Fox
MP said:

As an international economic department, DIT is committed to
helping Welsh businesses boost exports, find new markets and
showcase their international reputation for excellence, from food
and drink to agriculture and automotive.

There is a world of opportunity out there for UK businesses.
Initiatives from the Board of Trade to the Royal Welsh Show will
help identify and unlock new export markets, encourage inward
investment and support the next wave of British exporters.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns MP confirmed that the Board of Trade
will be held at Swansea University in the autumn:

The UK Government wants to celebrate the achievements of businesses
that are demonstrating exceptional innovation, delivering
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prosperity to their local communities, and championing free trade.
The Board of Trade allows us to do just that and I am thrilled that
the Board will be coming to Wales in November.

The significant increase in Welsh exports shows our home-grown
companies are succeeding on the world stage and I encourage
businesses to get down to the Royal Welsh Show to attend one of the
DIT exporting masterclasses to build on this success.

For more information, or to register to attend the DIT Export Hub seminars at
the Royal Welsh Show this week, visit events.trade.gov.uk

Background

The Department for International Trade (DIT) secures UK and global prosperity
by promoting and financing international trade and investment, and
championing free trade. We are an international economic department,
responsible for:

e Bringing together policy, promotion and financial expertise to break
down barriers to trade and investment, and help businesses succeed

e Delivering a new trade policy framework for the UK as we leave the EU

e Promoting British trade and investment across the world

e Building the global appetite for British goods and services

About the National Trade Academy Programme

The National Trade Academy Programme offers a range of initiatives that seek
to engender a culture of exporting and ensure that we are constantly striving
to become a nation of confident exporters and international trade experts
with a solid understanding of the importance of international trade and
investment.

In order to achieve this we need to ensure that we continually identify ways
to furnish businesses and individuals with the skills and knowledge they
require to become proficient exporters, and that there are worthwhile
development opportunities available.

The Board of Trade National Trade Academy Programme will offer a variety of
upskilling and thought leadership opportunities for students, businesses and
academics. It will build international trade and investment related skills
and knowledge across the UK and help foster a culture of exporting through a
broad range of initiatives. It will include training and events such as an
International Trade Summer School to help students and entrepreneurs turn
their ideas and ambitions into Britain’s global exports. The initiatives will
be run by the Department for International Trade as well as partners
organisations.
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About the Board of Trade Awards

The Department for International Trade (DIT) works with thousands of
businesses. We want to celebrate those which are showing exceptional
innovation, delivering prosperity to their local communities, and championing
free trade.

Our staff care passionately about the businesses they support. The Board of
Trade Awards allow us to recognise businesses that we believe deserve special
recognition for their role within their communities.

We also want to showcase successes in trade and investment across the whole
of the UK, from all sectors, and amongst businesses of all shapes and sizes.

Board of Trade Awards will be given out on an annual basis at Board of Trade
meetings as it travels round the UK, during domestic visits and missions, and
at an annual business reception. Award recipients are nominated and selected
by Civil Servants from the Department for International Trade — we want to
ensure that all businesses, not only businesses that have the resources to
submit applications for awards, can be recognised.

For further information

Corporate report: Accord between
Forestry Commission (England) and
National Parks England

The Accord, a statement of a shared ambition between the Forestry Commission
and National Parks England, will bring together decision makers to ensure
woodland is managed sustainably and in line with a natural capital approach.
This will take into account the environmental, social and economic impact of
trees and forests and the statutory purposes of our National Parks.

Press release: UK Aid raises the
voices of grassroots HIV organisations

The UK has today (Wednesday 25 July) committed to increase its support to
help people in grassroots organisations keep HIV on the agenda in countries
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around the world.

International Development Minister Alistair Burt made the announcement at the
International AIDS Conference in Amsterdam, also attended by HRH Duke of
Sussex and Sir Elton John.

He pledged that DFID will step up its support for the Robert Carr Fund — an
organisation dedicated to supporting community networks across the world
which help people with HIV to realise their human rights, tackle stigma, and
advocate for policy change.

International Development Minister Alistair Burt said:

People affected by HIV should be able to live without fear of
stigma and discrimination. That's why it’s important that through
UK aid we continue to support vulnerable people to access the HIV
prevention and treatment services that they have a right to.

The UK is already the second largest funder of HIV prevention,
treatment and care in the world. UK aid is preventing people from
being infected, providing lifesaving support for those living with
HIV, improving access to medicines and leading innovative research.

The work of the Robert Carr Fund and civil society networks mean that people
with HIV get access to the health services that they need and live without
fear of stigma and discrimination.

The investment from DFID will support the following groups who are most
vulnerable to HIV infection — men who have sex with men, people who use
drugs, prisoners, sex workers and transgender people, among others — in the
Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and the Caribbean.

Projects and campaigns supported by the Fund include:

e The ‘Gay Star News Digital Pride’ project empowers LGBT voices across
the Middle East and North Africa to celebrate Pride online in a safe
environment.

e AMSHeR supported workshops to campaign for human rights when people with
HIV were arrested in Tanzania. This group also developed an African Key
Populations Scorecard; this is an index to hold governments to account
for their performance, against global guidance, for people living with
HIV.

Notes to Editors

e The UK government is the second largest donor to the global AIDS
response and to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria.



e This £6million announcement brings the DFID’s support to the Robert Carr
fund to £15million up to 2021. In 2016 globally 19.5 million of the 36.7
million people living with HIV had access to treatment — up from 5.2
million people on treatment in 2010.

e Around 76% of pregnant women living with HIV have access to
antiretroviral medicines up from 47% in 2010.

e New HIV infections among children have halved.

There is more to do:

e In 2016 AIDS killed over 1 million people.

e AIDS remains the biggest killer of women of reproductive age (15-49)
worldwide.

e Although more people are on treatment, we are not having the same
success in bringing new infection rates down.

e Globally, in 2016 nearly 2m adults per year were infected with HIV, with
no statistically significant drop in new infections in adults since
2008.

UK spend on HIV:

e DFID is the second largest international funder of the HIV response
behind the US, spending £1.56 billion.

e Qur investments are through multilateral organisations such as the
Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, UNAIDS and Unitaid given
their greater reach and scale. These are key players in the global
response on HIV. The UK sits on the boards of all three organisations.



