
Press release: Senior Directors of
Mergers appointed

Joel Bamford and Colin Raftery have been appointed to the roles as part of
the Competition and Markets Authority’s (CMA) preparation for the UK exiting
the EU, when it is expected there will be a significant increase in the
number and complexity of the merger inquiries it will conduct.

As well as strengthening its senior management team, the CMA will also be
recruiting a number of extra personnel to work on mergers cases.

The appointments of Joel and Colin, both previously directors of mergers at
the CMA, follow an open recruitment process that attracted applications from
a strong field of candidates.

Together with Andrea Gomes da Silva, Executive Director for Markets and
Mergers, Joel and Colin will take decisions in the more complex Phase 1
merger cases. In addition, they will oversee the merger group’s work across
both the phase 1 and 2 portfolios, leading the CMA’s multi-disciplinary teams
investigating mergers across a wide range of sectors.

They take up their appointments on 1 September 2018 and will report to Andrea
Gomes da Silva.

Notes to editors

Joel Bamford joined the CMA in 2016, and prior to that was at the New1.
Zealand Commerce Commission where he had led several high profile
investigations as a Senior Economist and then managed the Commission’s
advocacy, policy and international functions. Joel previously served as
Economic Adviser to both the UK Office of Fair Trading and the UK
Department for Work and Pensions.

Colin Raftery also joined the CMA in 2016, and prior to that was a2.
Senior Associate at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer (London), where he
advised a wide range of clients on all aspects of UK and EU competition
law. Before that, he was an Associate at Cleary Gottlieb Steen and
Hamilton (Brussels and Washington DC), advising on EU competition law.
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target illegal abstraction
investigations

The Environment Agency in the East Midlands is the first area in the country
to use digital imaging collected by light aircraft to put a stop to illegal
abstractions from rivers and streams.

The information obtained from the operation is now helping the Environment
Agency to effectively target high invasion areas and carry out targeted
abstraction patrols to catch illegal abstractors and put a stop to illegal
abstraction that can cause harm to the environment and wildlife.

The Environment Agency manages abstraction to balance the needs of the
environment with the rights of existing lawful water users during periods of
dry weather.

93 abstraction licences in the East Midlands have had restrictions placed on
them in the last few weeks to reduce abstractions and 16 licence holders have
been told to cease abstracting completely.

To ensure abstractors are complying with the new restrictions, Environment
Officers will be carrying out high visibility patrols throughout the East
Midlands to check that abstractors keep within the conditions of their
licence and do not cause harm to the environment.

Steve Lawrie, Area Environment Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

Our patrols across the East Midlands aim to deter illegal
abstraction and identify compliance issues where restrictions are
in force, or where we are aware of environmental issues.

We are working to be flexible where possible and allow abstraction
where it will not cause harm to the environment or impact other
river users. We must balance the needs of farmers and other
businesses with those of wildlife and other water users.

As the hot, dry weather continues we are urging everyone to use
water wisely to help protect the environment and prevent the need
for further water restrictions.

Anyone suspected of abstracting illegally should be reported to the
Environment Agency hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
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Notice: S80 3LJ, Steetley Dolomite
Limited: environmental permit draft
decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement
These notices explain:

the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this
additional relevant information available since the application was
advertised
any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application
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