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Summary

At around 10:46 hrs on 21 February 2018, two track workers narrowly avoided
being struck by a Tyne and Wear Metro train at Pelaw North Junction. The
train was travelling at around 65km/h at the time. The track workers managed
to move clear of the train two seconds before the train passed them. Neither
was injured.

The incident occurred because the track workers were unaware of the train
approaching on the line which they were on. A second train, on an adjacent
line, had blocked their view of the approaching train. Although two trains
passing each other in such a manner is a regular event at Pelaw North
Junction, the system of work which had been set up by the track workers did
not take the blocking of a lookout’s view of one train by another into
account. The RAIB found that Nexus Rail’s procedures did not assist with the
creation of an effective safe system of work. Additionally, there was a non-
compliance with the rule book relating to the lookout not providing a warning
when the sighting of trains became obscured.

Recommendations

As a result of its investigation, the RAIB has made five recommendations to
Nexus Rail. These cover:

e identifying locations on the Tyne and Wear Metro network where multiple
lookouts are necessary to establish a safe system of work and providing
this information to relevant staff

e improving the information available to track workers regarding hazards
on the Tyne and Wear Metro network

e improving the quality of on-site risk assessments carried out

e supporting newly qualified safety critical track staff as they gain
experience in making safe decisions

e clarifying and strengthening the process that Nexus Rail use to manage
staff on prescription medication.

The RAIB has also identified three learning points. One is a reminder to all
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track workers on the Tyne and Wear Metro of the rule book requirement to
stand in a position of safety when a train is passing on another line. The
second reminds lookouts to constantly review their sighting of trains and
provide a warning to track workers if sighting is lost for any reason. The
third advises duty holders of the importance of reviewing the circumstances
of near-miss incidents promptly, so that perishable evidence is secured and,
where appropriate, the RAIB and ORR are notified in a timely manner.

Notes to editors

1. The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.

2. RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure
that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.

3. For media enquiries, please call 01932 440015.

Newsdate: 28 August 2018

Notice: LE15 7NJ, Hinch Enterprises
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

e Operator name: Hinch Enterprises Limited
e Installation name: Hill Farm
e Permit number: EPR/RP3036JJ/A001

News story: Accelerator dial-in event:
invisible battlespace competition

DASA will be hosting a dial-in event on 11 September 2018, 10am to midday to
provide a short briefing on the Invisible Battlespace competition followed by
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an open forum Q&A session.

Also available will be the opportunity to book a one to one telecon meeting
with the competition team to discuss questions specific to your proposal.

Further information about the competition can be found in the Invisible
Battlespace competition document, where you will find links to register for
the dial-in and one to one meetings.

Press release: Welsh Secretary visits
South Africa to build shared trading
links

The time has come to take our trade and investment relationship to a whole
new level as we leave the EU, Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will
say today when he addresses an international business audience in Cape Town
(28 August).

The Welsh Secretary has joined the Prime Minister on a visit to South Africa
to meet with a range of businesses to discuss trade and investment
opportunities with Wales and the UK.

The Cabinet minister has been invited on the trade mission by the Prime
Minister and will work with her and the travelling business delegation to
explore how new partnerships between the UK and South Africa can add value to
the UK economy and create new market opportunities for British businesses.

While in the country, Alun Cairns will deliver a speech to an audience of
over 120 international business representatives and have a bilateral meeting
with the newly appointed HM Commissioner for Africa, Emma Wade-Smith OBE on
the potential for stronger trading links between the UK and South Africa.

He will also host a roundtable meeting with WESGRO — the official tourism,
trade and investment promotion agency for Cape Town and the Western Cape.
WESGRO is the first point of contact for foreign buyers, local exporters and
investors wishing to take advantage of the unlimited business potential in
the region.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:
South Africa is a key trading partner to the UK — a long-standing,

strong and strategic ally for the United Kingdom in Africa and
internationally.
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I'm looking forward to exploring trading opportunities for Welsh
businesses here, to build on this important relationship and help
to create more investment and exporting opportunities for companies
from both territories.

Joining Alun Cairns and the Prime Minister on the trade mission as part of a
29-strong business delegation are two Welsh companies — Llangennech based
Hydro Industries and Cardiff company Sure Chill.

Opportunities for the companies to exploit the burgeoning green technology
market in Africa will be discussed by the Welsh Secretary in meetings with
Green Cape and South South North — organisation that works with businesses,
investors, academia and government to help unlock the investment and
employment potential of green technologies and services.

Alun Cairns added:

Hydro and Sure Chill are just two examples of innovative Welsh
companies making a significant contribution to the global value of
Welsh exports which totalled £16.4 billion last year — an increase
of 12.3% on the previous year.

This trade mission underlines the UK Government’s commitment to
continuing that growth, and I hope that we will help open the doors
for Welsh businesses looking to seek out opportunities to expand
and thrive in international markets.

During his trip, the Welsh Secretary will also take the opportunity to meet
members of the Welsh Diaspora, from the Cape Welsh Society to discuss the
strength of cultural ties between Wales and South Africa.
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During his trip, the Welsh Secretary will also take the opportunity to meet
members of the Welsh Diaspora, from the Cape Welsh Society to discuss the
strength of cultural ties between Wales and South Africa.



