Press release: Official opening of
Hexham flood defence

A new £65,000 flood embankment which protects homes in Hexham from flooding
has been officially opened.

Storm Desmond saw flooding to 15 properties at Tyne Green, Hexham, on 5
December 2015.

Properties flooded as a result of water from the River Tyne flowing through
an underpass beneath the Newcastle-Carlisle railway line near to Tyne Green
Golf Course.

The Environment Agency prioritises delivery of new and improved flood
defences using government funding over a rolling six year programme, to
schemes which provide the greatest benefits to protect properties from
flooding.

Due to the small number of properties that would benefit, against the cost of
delivering a flood scheme at Tyne Green, the Environment Agency had been
unable to deliver new flood defences in the area.

The new flood bank has been uniquely funded by residents who pooled
individual government grants made available to them following flooding over
the winter period of 2015/16.

The Environment Agency and Northumberland County Council worked closely with
Tyne Green residents, Northumbrian Water and Network Rail to provide a
creative solution.

The new bank was officially opened by local resident Joan McDonald — who
contributed to the scheme — and Hexham MP Guy Opperman at an event on Tuesday
28 August.
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L-R Tyne Green resident Keith Hutton, Coun. Nick Oliver from Northumberland
County Council, Hexham MP Guy Opperman and Environment Agency Area Director
Oliver Harmar.

Real success for residents

MP Guy Opperman said:

This is great news! I am delighted that a pragmatic team effort has
produced a real success for the Tyne Green residents. I want this
collaborative working to be the prototype for future flood defence
projects in Tynedale.

Tyne Green resident Keith Hutton added:

I am pleased to have been involved in this project alongside so
many others, and on behalf of everyone, I would like to extend a
huge thank you to Guy Opperman, our MP, for his steadfast support
in getting all the agencies together, something we could not have
done single-handedly.

Special credit should also go to Chris Hood, from the Environment
Agency and Aaron McNeil from Northumberland County Council. They
recognised the opportunity and worked hard alongside our community
to deliver this scheme.




Finally, Network Rail and Northumbrian Water have been a huge
support to this lengthy project and I think we all recognise that
going forward, this flood defence, which has been funded in such a
unique way, gives our community a real peace of mind.

The flood embankment, built by Breheny Civil Engineering, has been designed
to protect against a flood event similar to that experienced by Tyne Green
residents during Storm Desmond.

Thanks to residents

Chris Hood, Project Manager for the Environment Agency, said:

I'm delighted we’'ve been able to build this flood defence which is
great news for the residents of Tyne Green. I'd like to thank them
for their continued support and patience while we worked with our
partners to find the best and most cost-effective solution.

Councillor Glen Sanderson, Cabinet member for Environment and Local Services
with Northumberland County Council, added:

This is another fine example of agencies working with local
communities to find innovative solutions to improve their areas and
prevent flooding events damaging their homes in the future.Storm
Desmond had a massive impact on communities in Tynedale and this
work should help provide peace of mind for the future.

The Environment Agency is urging people to ‘Prepare, Act, Survive’ by
visiting the Floods Destroy website and do three things to prepare for
flooding.

e check your postcode and find out if you are at risk of flooding

e sign-up for free flood warnings if you are at risk

e view and save the 3-point flood plan so you know how to ‘Prepare, Act,
Survive’ in a flood
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Britain’s enduring security partnership with its key international allies is
vital in the fight against the threats of terrorism, child sexual abuse,
serious and organised crime and hostile state activity, the Home Secretary
said today.

Sajid Javid’s comments came at the end of the annual Five Country Ministerial
(FCM) — a major meeting of the Five Eyes security partners.

The Home Secretary joined his counterparts from Australia, Canada, New
Zealand and the USA to discuss how the countries can improve collaboration to
meet shared national security challenges.

Speaking after the FCM, Mr Javid — who ensured the serious issue of child
sexual exploitation and abuse was central to the group’s discussions — said:

The historic Five Eyes security partnership is absolutely vital in
tackling the shared international threats we all face — and the UK
will continue to play a leading role.

Our ongoing cooperation and the commitments made at the summit will
ensure we have the strongest approach possible when it comes to
combatting those who seek to undermine our national security.

Our united, unwavering response 1is crucial.

The Home Secretary and his Five Eye partners agreed a series of commitments
during the 2-day summit on Australia’s Gold Coast.

They included:

e an agreement to expand the sharing of information about known or
suspected terrorists

e a joint statement outlining the expectations of the digital industry in
identifying, countering and removing illicit and illegal online content
such as child sexual abuse and terrorism

e a commitment to work collectively to confront the threat posed by
hostile state activity

In an official communique the countries also committed to strengthen
collaboration around cyber security and border management.

Mr Javid led discussions on foreign interference following this year’s
Salisbury incident as well as the UK’s response to modern slavery and human
trafficking.

Britain will be hosting next year’s Five Country Ministerial event.
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