
Guidance: Optimisation of heat
networks: issues for project sponsors
to consider

This guidance is for project sponsors or owner-operators who are developing a
heat network scheme and may be thinking about taking their project to market
or applying for Heat Networks Investment Project (HNIP) funding.

It considers some of the appropriate evidence that is required to give
projects the best chance of success.

Press release: PM confirms
consultation on plastic bag charge to
go ahead

Further action to tackle the blight of plastic waste and leave the
environment in a better state than we found it has been confirmed by the
Prime Minister Theresa May today, as she sets out government plans to consult
on extending the 5p plastic bag charge to all retailers, not just big
businesses.

The consultation, to be launched later this year, will also explore the
possibility of increasing the 5p minimum charge to encourage further
behaviour change, potentially doubling it to at least 10p.

The changes will build on the success of the current charge, which has seen
plastic bag sales in England’s ‘big seven’ supermarkets drop by 86% and 13
billion plastic bags taken out of circulation in the last two years.

Over three billion bags are estimated to be supplied by small and medium
sized enterprises (SMEs) each year. Together these steps will help to cut
down the number of unnecessary bags we still use, and which litter our towns
and rivers.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

We have taken huge strides to improve the environment, and the
charge on plastic bags in supermarkets and big retailers has
demonstrated the difference we can achieve by making small changes
to our everyday habits.
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I want to leave a greener, healthier environment for future
generations, but with plastic in the sea still set to treble we
know we need to do more to better protect our oceans and eliminate
this harmful waste.

Today’s announcement is the latest step in the government’s ongoing fight
against plastic, both at home and abroad.

This includes a world-leading ban on microbeads which harm marine life, and
plans to ban the sale of plastic straws, stirrers and cotton buds and
introduce a deposit return scheme to drive up the recycling of drinks bottles
and cans, subject to consultation.

To spearhead further international collaboration, the Prime Minister also
announced over £61 million in UK Aid to boost global research, and help
countries stop plastic waste from entering the oceans, at this year’s
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM).

In a demonstration of ongoing global partnership, the UK will now provide
£250,000 to support the design and delivery of a Sustainable Blue Economy
Conference, to be hosted by Kenya in Nairobi in November.

The commitment was made by the Prime Minister during her visit to Kenya, and
will see the UK bring its expertise to the first ever major oceans conference
to be hosted on the African mainland to help control pollution and support
green jobs.

In addition the UK can announce that a further six African Commonwealth
countries (Seychelles, Mauritius, Sierra Leone, Mozambique, Namibia and the
Gambia) have now joined the Commonwealth Clean Oceans Alliance (CCOA),
pledging their support and cooperation to end the scourge of plastics in our
oceans.

The UK will provide up to an additional £5million in funding to assist CCOA
countries seeking to take ambitious action – doubling the amount announced at
CHOGM.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

With over twelve million tonnes of plastic making their way into
our oceans each year, plastic pollution is one of the biggest
challenges facing the environment today.

But marine litter is a global problem, and cleaning up our seas and
oceans requires a global effort.

The UK has been at the forefront of raising the importance of
tackling plastics on the international stage, and I am delighted to
see more countries across Africa sign up to our ambitious
Commonwealth Alliance, and pledge action to reduce it.



Finally, the Prime Minister used her visit to Kenya to set out plans to
inspire young people to become leaders in the fight against single-use
plastic, with a new Girl Guides and Scouts Plastic Challenge Badge.

Working in partnership with UN Environment, and backed by an initial
investment of almost £40,000 from the UK Government, the new badge will first
target schools and youth groups in Kenya, then two further countries, helping
an estimated 50,000 young people to better understand the importance of
reducing plastic consumption and kick-start behaviour change.

The ambition is to then reach the 50 million global membership of the Girl
Guiding and Scouts Associations.

Erik Solheim, Head of UN Environment:

The environment has already paid a heavy price for our addiction to
single-use plastics. We simply can’t allow that cost to extend to
the next generation.

That’s why this support from the UK government to create and launch
a plastic pollution badge with the Guides and Scouts is such an
inspiring step in the right direction. This global partnership
allows us to not just fight plastic pollution on the beaches, but
to invest in the young minds that will preserve the planet for
future generations to come.

To harness the enthusiasm of its 400,000 members, the government will also
work in partnership with the UK Scout Association to create a new Plastics
and the Marine Environment Activity Pack to support Scouts in reducing
plastic waste through their existing environmental challenge badges.

The UK will also establish an exchange programme that will enable Scouts from
the UK and Kenya to learn from one another how important the issue of
plastics is in different parts of the world.

Press release: New UK support to boost
long-term stability in Somalia
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The international community must do more to help the African Union lead the
fight against al-Shabaab as Somalia takes on greater responsibility for its
own security, Theresa May will say today.

The UK has a strong track record both in supporting the African Union and
helping Somalia rebuild its police and military forces after decades of
insecurity.

On a visit to a UK-backed Counter-IED training centre in Nairobi the Prime
Minister will see British troops helping prepare soldiers from Kenya and the
region to deploy as part of the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM).

British instructors and their Kenyan counterparts are training troops in the
tactics and techniques needed to identify and destroy the home-made bombs
which are increasingly the weapon of choice for terrorists in the region.

Announcing over £7 million of new UK funding to support the AU’s peacekeeping
mission in Somalia, she will call on international donors to contribute more,
setting out that an unstable Somalia has a knock-on effect on stability
across the region and further afield.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

Somalia is at a critical juncture and sustainable, predictable
funding and support for the troops who are building stability in
the region is vital to support a transition to Somali-led security,
when the conditions for a handover are right.

Last year the UK contributed £385 million towards international efforts to
help the Somali people build an increasingly secure, stable and prosperous
country.

The Prime Minister hosted the London Somalia Conference in 2017 which agreed
the international community’s new partnership with the Federal Government of
Somalia.

While in Kenya, she will announce further funding to support Somalia in a
range of areas, including:

more than £60 million to help over a million people cope with and



recover from the impact of conflict and drought. Lifesaving food, clean
water and medicine, along with support to find stable jobs, will help
Somalis to look after themselves and their families in the long-term,
reducing their dependence on humanitarian aid
more than £25 million to support Somalia as it works to establish a
stable and democratic political system. This will include advice to help
develop rules on resource and power-sharing, and to prepare for landmark
elections, including through support for voter and political party
registration
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News story: LOGNET 18-2: Accelerating
Support Innovation 9 October 2018

Overview
LOGNET is the Ministry of Defence’s support engagement and future development
event for the defence support network. It is designed to improve the
understanding of UK defence’s support requirements, pursue knowledge of
developments in academic and commercial capability, whilst reinforcing
partnerships through continued engagement. Its outcome is to assist defence
in arguing the case for the UK to maintain a credible, highly capable and
value for money support capability.

Aim of LOGNET 18-2
This event will focus members of the defence support network on ‘Accelerating
Support Innovation’ to help defence face emerging threats. The event will
enable this by detailing the current innovation focus, exploring new
technologies and areas of research, introduce departments from both industry
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and defence who can assist and help to assist rapid procurement.

Event content
LOGNET 18-2 will be split into 5 themed sessions over 1 day:

defence’s innovation agenda
the potential of autonomy & robotics
accelerating logistic innovation
routes to market
modernising defence support

Capability awareness demonstrations and stands
During LOGNET there will be the opportunity for companies to demonstrate
capabilities through both stands and presentations. Stands will provide small
areas to be available during breaks whilst the presentations will allocate
time to companies to present to a small military audience in a separate room.
These are free and selection will be through considered bids using the
following criteria:

the relevance to logistics within defence
the relevance to defence logistics CUBE sponsored technologies
the technology readiness level of the capability
the genuine level of innovation which the technology displays for the
betterment of defence logistics

If you would like to bid for a stand or presentation, please email DefLog-
Strat-CFDMultiuser@mod.gov.uk to receive an application proforma.

Applications must be submitted by 10 September 2018 and those selected will
be informed by no later than 17 September 2018.

Confirmed speakers
The event will be opened by the Minister for Defence Procurement, Stuart
Andrew MP and closed by the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff, General Sir
Gordon Messenger KCB, DSO & Bar, OBE, ADC.

Benefits of attending LOGNET
understand defence’s support requirements to propose superior solutions
opportunity to influence defence support policy, direction and
development
engage with the future vision of defence support capability and industry
integration
opportunity to conduct business with defence partners
maintain the equitable relationship between defence and the logistics
and engineering enterprise
opportunity for attendees to forward questions, points and comments
directly via an interactive conference software app
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Administration
Lunch and refreshments will be provided and parking at the hotel is free.
Accommodation can be booked here at a discounted rate for LOGNET delegates.
Other hotels can be found through price comparison websites.

Attendance
If your organisation is connected to the logistics and engineering support
sector and you would like to engage with the defence logistics community,
please feel welcome to sign up and attend LOGNET 18-2.
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Speech: Prime Minister’s press
statement in Nairobi: 30 August 2018

Updated: Added image for context.

Thank you, Mr President, for hosting me today, and for your very warm welcome
to Nairobi.

I’m delighted to be paying my first visit to Kenya – and indeed the first by
a British Prime Minister for 30 years.

Like the many thousands of British tourists who come here every year, I will
take away unforgettable memories of this country’s vibrancy and its beauty.

Kenya holds a special place in the hearts of the British people and our
countries share, as you have said, a long history that has left us deeply
connected to one another.

Indeed, it was here that our monarch learned she would become Queen.

But the relationship we hold is about much more than those deep historical
ties.

And today we have looked to the future and to a renewed partnership that will
unlock the incredible potential of the next generation to benefit both our
countries.
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And we have agreed to build on the strong foundations of our relationship as
we step up our cooperation to secure the prosperity and security that our
people need and deserve.

We discussed today how the UK can work with you as you take forward your Big
4 agenda to transform Kenya – aligning our expertise, our investment and our
aid behind that vision.

The UK is already the largest foreign investor in Kenya and I have set out
this week our ambition to be the G7’s number one investor in Africa by 2022.

So as Britain prepares to leave the European Union we are committed to a
smooth transition that ensures continuity in our trading relationship with
Kenya, ensuring Kenya retains its duty-free, quota-free access to the UK
market. And to building on our strong trade and investment ties to create
even more opportunities for our businesses and for our consumers.

Mr President, yours is a country of huge opportunity, in a continent of
dynamic young people who have the potential to play a transformative role in
driving Africa’s growth in the years ahead.

Together we will make sure the next generation of energetic, ambitious
Kenyans can get good, well-paid jobs so they can contribute to Kenya’s long-
term prosperity. That’s not just good for Kenya, it’s good for the UK too.

And we’ll work with you and with governments across Africa to make sure your
young people have the skills that businesses on the continent need to drive
economic growth.

This is a partnership for opportunity but it’s also a partnership for our
shared security and stability.

And today we discussed the work we’re doing together to make both our
countries – and the world – more secure. Already, British terrorists and
child abusers are in UK jails because of our cooperation.

This afternoon we have signed a new compact that will see us expand our joint
work on security even further.

The UK is no longer just training our own military in Kenya, but training
with Kenyans to promote stability in East Africa and beyond and to build the
continent’s capacity to overcome its own challenges and deliver its own
security.

Later today I will see our militaries training together in the techniques to
identify and destroy improvised explosive devices.

The UK continues to support the commitment of the brave Kenyan soldiers
fighting in Somalia against Al Shabaab. And I will announce a new package of
funding to support the African Union mission in Somalia.

Mr President, I was glad to hear you call for a transition from peacekeepers
to stronger Somali security forces. This is what the UK wants too, and as we



work towards this we are leading international efforts to ensure AMISOM has
the funding it needs to support its vital battle against terror.

We also spoke about the pernicious effects of corruption in Kenya. And I
welcome the commitment you have made to drive this vice from your country,
and we stand with you in this fight.

And today, as you’ve said, we signed an agreement to ensure that any proceeds
of corruption in Kenya that end up in the UK will be given back to the Kenyan
people and spent for their benefit.

I also welcome, Mr President, your commitment to political reconciliation in
this country. The UK stands ready to support an inclusive Building Bridges
process as you work to further strengthen your democracy and your
institutions.

Mr President, as I conclude my visit this week to some of the UK’s most
important African partners I have reflected on the role my country can play
in partnership with this vibrant continent in the future.

As I have said this week, I want to ensure that the UK’s relationship with
Kenya and with Africa is more and more about private investment, about doing
business and making the most of commercial opportunities together.

Here, as elsewhere in the continent, we are using our aid and our investment
partnerships to lift countries out of poverty, spread stability, and create
jobs and prosperity for the future.

The UK and Kenya are two strong, diverse countries. We are partners in the
Commonwealth, and global hubs – open to the world.

We thrive because of the entrepreneurship and innovation of our people, the
strength of our democracies and our shared values.

Our cooperation today makes our people safer, more prosperous and more secure
– here in Kenya, and in the UK.

Mr President, I will leave Nairobi excited by the huge opportunities of Kenya
and of this continent. And I look forward to working with you in the years
ahead for the benefit of both our countries.


