
News story: Developing new ideas for
UK aerospace: apply for funding

The Aerospace Technology Institute (ATI), Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy and Innovate UK are inviting organisations to come
forward with innovative aerospace projects that could attract funding
support.

The invitation is under the UK Aerospace Research and Technology Programme.
This is a £3.9 billion joint government and industry investment in projects
that will make the UK more competitive in civil aerospace.

There is around £150 million available each year to support projects, and
there are regular opportunities to submit ideas during the course of the
year.

Businesses and researchers can submit expressions of interest in carrying out
innovative projects. The best ideas will be invited to apply for funding
support.

Ideas must be in line with UK aerospace strategy
We are seeking projects that are aligned with the UK’s aerospace technology
strategy.

Priority areas include:

strengthening the UK’s whole-aircraft design and system integration
capability and positioning it for future generations of civil aircraft
the development of smart, connected and more electric aircraft
ensuring the UK is a global leader in the development of large complex
structures, particularly wings
advancing a new generation of more efficient propulsion technologies,
particularly large turbofans

Competition information
the competition opens for expressions of interest on 2 July 2018, and
the deadline for submissions is 18 July 2018
successful applicants will be invited to make a full funding
application. The approval process typically takes 6 months
organisations can work alone or in partnership with other businesses and
researchers
project costs and duration should be in proportion to the objectives
businesses could attract up to 70% of their project costs
you will need to sign up to the ATI framework agreement to be eligible
to apply
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Press release: World leading
microbeads ban comes into force

A ban on the sale of products containing microbeads has come into force today
as part of the Government’s world-leading efforts to prevent these harmful
pieces of plastic entering the marine environment.

From today, retailers across England and Scotland will no longer be able to
sell rinse-off cosmetics and personal care products that contain microbeads –
the tiny pieces of plastic often added to products such as face scrubs,
soaps, toothpaste and shower gels.

Just one shower alone is thought to send 100,000 microbeads down the drain
and into the ocean, causing serious harm to marine life. The Government’s ban
– praised by campaigners as one of the toughest in the world – will now
prevent billions of microbeads ending up in the ocean every year.

Environment Secretary, Michael Gove, said:

Microbeads might be tiny, but they are lethal to sea creatures and
entirely unnecessary.

We have led the way in banning these toxic pieces of plastic, but
this is by no means the end in our fight. We will now press ahead
with our proposals for a deposit return scheme and ban other
damaging plastic such as straws”.

Today’s announcement follows January’s ban on the manufacture of products
containing microbeads.

It sits alongside the Government’s 5p plastic bag charge – which has taken
nine billion bags out of circulation – and recent proposals for a deposit
return scheme for plastic bottles and a ban on the sale of plastic straws,
stirrers and plastic-stemmed cotton buds.

It also forms part of the 25 Year Environment Plan commitment to eliminate
avoidable plastic waste and sits alongside the Treasury’s call for evidence
on how changes to the tax system could be used to reduce single use plastics.

With the microbeads ban now in place, the Government is exploring how other
microplastic sources enter our marine environment. Last month £200,000 was
pledged by the Government for scientists at the University of Plymouth to
explore how tiny plastic particles from tyres, synthetic materials like
polyester, and fishing gear – such as nets, ropes and lines – enter our
waterways and oceans.
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The Government also launched the Commonwealth Clean Oceans Alliance earlier
this year to help eliminate single use plastic and address marine plastic
pollution across the Commonwealth. As part of this member states have pledged
to take action on plastics, be this by a ban on microbeads or committing to
eliminate avoidable plastic waste.

Dilyana Mihaylova, Marine Plastics Projects Manager at Fauna & Flora
International, said:

We are absolutely delighted to see the final stage of the
microbeads ban that Fauna & Flora International recommended two
years ago coming into force today. The robust definition of
microbeads used in this ban is world-leading and should finally put
an end to the sale of rinse-off products containing microbeads in
UK shops and online.

Obviously this is just the beginning in the fight against plastic
pollution, but the government’s strong action on this specific
issue has put a spotlight on the threat the oceans face. We hope
the Government will apply the same ambition to dealing with other
plastics that threaten our seas and ocean life, and meet their
commitment to achieve cleaner and healthier oceans”.

Dr Sue Kinsey, Senior Pollution Policy Officer at the Marine Conservation
Society, said:

We are delighted that this robust microbead ban has come into
force. This is the strongest and most comprehensive ban to be
enacted in the world so far and will help to stem the flow of
microplastics into our oceans. We believe that this signals a real
commitment on the part of this Government to clean up our seas and
beaches and we look forward to seeing further actions to combat
plastic waste”.
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Press release: £20 million investment
to help tackle loneliness

Funding will support charities and community groups to bring people
together
The money will go to support programmes that are proven to benefit
individuals and society
Hundreds of thousands of people will be helped to make connections in
their communities

Charities and community groups will get £20 million of new funding to help
isolated people and those suffering from loneliness, Prime Minister Theresa
May said today.

The funding will go to support and expand programmes that bring people
together and are proving to benefit communities.

This includes a new £11 million ‘Building Connections Fund’ that will be
distributed to successful applicants that can help bring communities
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together. This will help make the most of local spaces, opening them up for
community use, as well as help businesses and local services combat
isolation. It will also fund projects that use technology to link those in
remote areas and help improve transport connections to make face-to-face
contact easier.

It will support groups to understand the impact of their work and share best
practice about how to prevent loneliness.

The fund has been created as a partnership between the Big Lottery Fund and
the government – who have equally pledged £5 million – and the Co-op
Fundation, who has allocated £1 million to tackle loneliness among young
people

In addition to this new fund, People’s Postcode Lottery has committed £5
million of players money to top up existing grants it has given to charities
that combat loneliness. The Health Lottery will give out £4 million to
charities that work to improve social links in disadvantaged areas across
England.

Prime Minister, Theresa May, said:

Feeling lonely or isolated can have a profound and devastating
impact on people’s lives – it can affect anyone of any age and from
any background. But just as loneliness can affect any of us, so any
of us can help to overcome it.

The new funding set out today will make a big difference, helping
more people to establish and maintain connections. This will build
on work already going on, including through the second Great Get
Together this weekend, which will see people up and down the
country celebrating the strength of their communities.

This is just part of Jo Cox’s legacy, and I am determined we
continue to take this forward. That’s why we need to do all we can
to tackle loneliness, and our forthcoming strategy will build on
today’s funding.

Tracey Crouch, Minister for Sport and Civil Society, said:

Tracey Crouch, Minister for Sport and Civil Society, said:

This funding will support charities across the country that are
fighting against loneliness. It will help improve people’s lives
and create a shared society for the future.

I am incredibly grateful to our funding partners for their support.
There is no single solution to this issue, but together we will
reduce stigma around loneliness and build on Jo Cox’s legacy.



Funding applications for the Building Connections Fund will open from July
2018 with grants available until the end of December 2020.

ENDS
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SUPPORTIVE QUOTES

Dawn Austwick, Chief Executive of the Big Lottery Fund, said:

As the largest funder of community activity in the country we
support thousands of initiatives across the UK each year which
enable people to build new friendships and celebrate community
spirit. This sits at the heart of the National Lottery and we are
delighted to partner with Government and the Co-op to deliver
funding that will build a greater sense of belonging and happiness
in communities.

Jamie Ward-Smith, Chair of the Co-op Foundation, said:

The Co-op Foundation is working to connect and empower 5,000 young
people to tackle loneliness in their communities. Our new match
funding partnership with the Government, announced today, will help
us build on this, extending our network of partners and reaching
even more young people. We believe youth loneliness is best tackled
at community level, by working with young people to overcome the
stigma around this issue and helping them shape their own
solutions.

Allan Leighton, Chair of the Co-op, said:

The Co-op knows through its own research that loneliness is not the
preserve of the elderly, it can affect people at different life
stages. Through my involvement with the Co-op Foundation I’ve seen
how it has brought attention to the widespread, but long-overlooked
issue of youth loneliness. I’m delighted that the Foundation is
partnering with the Government on the Building Connections Fund, to
invest £2 million in projects that bring young people together,
develop their skills and help them get more involved in positive
activities. Through this we will learn more about what works in
tackling some of the root causes of long-term loneliness, helping
young people live healthier, happier lives.

Clara Govier, Managing Director of People’s Postcode Lottery, said:



Despite being more digitally connected than ever, we are facing a
dire epidemic of loneliness with far reaching consequences for
people’s health and mental wellbeing.’

Thanks to grant-giving trusts supported by supported by players of
People’s Postcode Lottery, a £5 million fund has been created to
benefit charities working towards more connected communities. This
will tackle the issues behind loneliness which affect so many
people across Great Britain.’

John Hume, Chief Executive for People’s Health Trust who distribute funds for
the Health Lottery said:

Social connections not only have an impact on reducing the risk of
dying younger but they can also help people to recover quicker when
they do become ill. That is why it is so important to support
marginalised local people and communities to come together and
build social links and ties.

We’re grateful to players of the Health Lottery who have helped
provide these vital funds and we’re looking forward to working with
fellow funders and the Government in addressing this important
issue.

Kim Leadbeater, Jo’s sister, on behalf of the Jo Cox Foundation said:

Tackling loneliness was an issue dear to Jo’s heart. She began work
on setting up a Loneliness Commission almost as soon as she was
elected to parliament. She would be so proud to see how much
progress has been made in recognising the importance of building
stronger and better connected communities to help reduce the
terrible damage done by loneliness. I’m particularly pleased that
this significant funding announcement is being made in the week
that we remember my sister’s murder two years ago and celebrate the
values she lived by with The Great Get Together this coming
weekend.

The government’s work will be led by Tracey Crouch, who was appointed the
ministerial lead on loneliness in January 2018, following the report of the
Jo Cox Commission on Loneliness in December 2017.

ABOUT THE FUNDING PARTNERS
Big Lottery Fund uses money raised by National Lottery players to help
communities achieve their ambitions. From small, local projects to UK-wide
initiatives, its funding brings people together to make a difference to their
health, wellbeing and environment. Since June 2004 it has awarded £8.5
billion to projects that improve the lives of millions of people.



The Co-op Foundation is a charity set up by the Co-op as part of its
commitment to stronger communities. The Foundation’s UK-wide ‘Belong’ network
aims to share learning between projects that help young people beat
loneliness.

The Health Lottery is made up of a collection of local society lotteries.
Each society lottery raises money for good causes within their respective
areas. People’s Health Trust oversees the distribution of grants into these
respective areas.

People’s Postcode Lottery manages multiple lotteries on behalf of charities
and good causes across Great Britain and globally. A minimum of 32% goes
directly to charities and players have raised £310 million for good causes
across the country Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes.
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