Statement to Parliament: HS2 Phase 2b
eastern leg rolling stock depot
location announcement

I would like to update the house on plans for the HS2 Phase 2b eastern leg
rolling stock depot. I am today (4 July 2018) confirming the depot should be
located at a site in the Aire Valley, adjacent to the M1, to the east of
Leeds. This decision is laid out in today’s publication of the HS2 Phase 2b
eastern leg rolling stock depot consultation response.

It was originally proposed that the depot be sited near Crofton, east of
Wakefield. Due to operational and community concerns after the M18 / eastern
route decision was announced, I asked HS2 Ltd to review alternative options
for the depot site. The east of Leeds site was identified and a consultation
seeking views on this proposed location was launched on 17 July 2017 and ran
until 12 October 2017. The consultation revealed broad support for the new
location.

This decision has been made with local development plans on the wider site in
mind. HS2 Ltd will continue to work with stakeholders to support local
regeneration proposals on the wider site.

Press release: Homes England reveals
ambitious pipeline of development
opportunities

The government’s national housing agency today publishes its latest Land
Development and Disposal Plan, which details the nationwide portfolio of
sites it plans to market for development.

For the first time an interactive map is available alongside the Development
and Disposal plan allowing users to identify sites geographically and to view
site-level details, including red-line plans, online.

To support its ambitious disposal plans, Homes England will provide improved
technical packs and site information as well as a standard Building Lease to
ensure a consistent approach across the country. These will incorporate clear
approaches to the pace of build-out, Modern Methods of Construction, design
and quality of place and tenure mix.

Stephen Kinsella, Executive Director — Land at Homes England, said:
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“As part of Homes England’s expanded remit, we will be much more active in
the land market, using our increased resources to ramp up the acquisition of
land opportunities and developing new ways to partner other government
departments to bring forward more sites more quickly. We are ambitious about
our disposals for the year ahead so we’re really keen to talk to developers
about the opportunities in our latest plan.”

The publication of the Land Development and Disposal Plan follows the news
that Homes England is launching a new framework that will help speed up the
delivery of new homes, which will be in place in the autumn. The procurement
of a new Multidisciplinary and Technical Services Frameworks will broaden the
technical and design services available to support Homes England and other
public bodies to accelerate the supply of new homes, with the frameworks
providing direct access to the professional, technical and design services
needed to prepare land for housing development.

Sites listed in the Land Development and Disposal Plan will be disposed of on
a competitive basis through Homes England’s Delivery Partner Panel (DPP3),
through a private treaty sale, bespoke 0JEU process or auction.

Ends

For further media information, contact Patsy Cusworth —
patsy.cusworth@homesengland.gov.uk Tel: 079677 2328

Notes to Editors

Homes England is the new housing delivery organisation that has been created
to adopt a more commercial approach to respond to the long term housing
challenges facing this country. The new, expanded agency will play a far
bigger role in investing in supply and intervening in the market to help
deliver 300,000 homes a year by the middle of the next decade.

Homes England will act differently from its predecessor, bringing together
money, land, expertise and planning and compulsory purchase powers to
accelerate the supply of new homes and address affordability issues in areas
of highest demand.

For more information visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/homes-england.

News story: Fund manager wanted to
administer £3 million Northern
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Organisations can now apply to manage a £3 million social investment fund
that supports culture and creativity across the Northern Powerhouse.

The money, which was initially announced by the Prime Minister in May, is the
next phase of the Northern Cultural Regeneration Fund that will provide a
lasting cultural legacy from this summer’s Great Exhibition of the North,
hosted by Newcastle — Gateshead.

The £3 million pot is available to fund managers who are looking to invest in
projects that use arts and culture to benefit local communities. These could
include programmes where theatre is used to improve child literacy or art
workshops for the elderly.

It will also look to kick-start further co-investment in the region and
attract additional social investment funding for the North.

Michael Ellis, Arts, Heritage and Tourism Minister, said:

Culture is a powerful tool that can be used to help people reach
their full potential and build stronger communities.

The Northern Cultural Regeneration Fund is supporting innovative
projects that use the arts for social good, inspire future talent
and provide a lasting legacy from the Great Exhibition of the

North. I encourage local organisations who share these values to

apply.

The organisation selected to manage the fund will design and administer the
investment programme and make funding awards from April 2019 until March
2021.

A total of £11 million has already been allocated from the Northern Cultural
Regeneration fund to projects in the Lake District, Blackpool and Bradford.

Charities, social enterprises and creative businesses will be able to bid for
up to £150,000 and repaid loans will then be reinvested in the sector in the
North.

Press release: Bed bugs project is
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funding

The London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) has identified a new
bed bug aggregation pheromone, which acts as a powerful lure. A spin-out
company from the LSHTM, Vecotech Ltd, has received a grant of £220,034 to
help the commercialisation of a product to detect infestations at an early
stage, which would lead to more effective control.

Professor James Logan, of Vecotech and Head of Department of Disease Control
at LSHTM, said:

Bed bug control remains one of the most lucrative and growing
markets in the pest management industry globally and insect numbers
are also reported to be increasing rapidly.

The common bed bug bite can cause reactions ranging from minor
irritation to severe allergic hypersensitivity. They are a pest of
significant public health importance and a major global economic
problem, widely infesting homes, hospitals and dormitories and
damaging the hospitality industry through infestation of hotels,
cinemas and transport.

There are a few bed bug detection methods and monitoring devices
available, but there are no established products with proven
reliability and efficacy for detecting low level infestations
quickly.

The objective of this project is to develop an effective test
prototype of this powerful lure, to be used in a bed bug-specific
trap, capable of detecting early stage infestations, that is
effective, sensitive, long lasting, safe, affordable and discrete.

Other projects to receive grant funding include West Midlands’ Key Forensic
Services Ltd (£599,260), who are developing a desktop DNA sampling system to
dramatically speed up crime scene investigation.

Also, Northern Ireland-based Almac Diagnostics Ltd (£500,001) are working on
a lab and software solution to improve the success of clinical cancer trials
for a range of patients, while Cambridge business Entomics Biosystems Ltd
(£571,166) is leading a partnership developing an innovative system to enable
insects to become a nutritious and sustainable feed ingredient for the UK
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poultry market.

In this round, a total of £17.44 million has been allocated by Innovate UK
for projects which cover new products, processes or services that have the
potential to generate significant positive impact and growth for the UK
economy.

Fionnuala Costello, Head of Open Programmes at Innovate UK, said:

All of these projects are tackling issues that affect many people
and cover key sectors linked to government’s Industrial Strategy.
They have the potential to have a lasting impact.

The overall quality of applications from across the country was of
exceptionally high standard and covers a wide range of industries,
from digital and creative to biosciences and medicine development,
which shows the appetite of UK businesses to innovate and grow.

Through our ongoing funding programme we are supporting hundreds of
high-growth businesses, collaborations and industries to innovate
and compete in future global markets.

Innovate UK’s open competition programme is available to any technology,
science, engineering or industrial area for innovation projects at various
stages. Projects should cost between £25,000 and £2 million and last up to 36
months. It is designed to help develop cutting-edge projects at any stage
from conceptualisation, through to prototype development and demonstration,
with a view to eventual commercialisation.

News story: UK and Ukraine welcome
progress on trade relationship

The UK and Ukraine have been engaging on the future growth of trade and
investment links between both countries after the UK leaves the EU, including
during the Ukrainian Deputy Economic Development and Trade Minister — Trade
Representative of Ukraine, Nataliya Mykolska'’'s, recent visit to London.

As the UK is in the process of exiting the EU, Ukraine welcomed the UK's
intention to avoid any disruption to trade. In particular, both countries
welcomed ongoing discussions to ensure continuity of the EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement, which includes a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
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Agreement (DCFTA), which facilitates more than £1.7 billion in trade between
the 2 countries, once the UK leaves the EU.

The UK informed Ukraine on the UK-EU agreement, reached at the March European
Council, that the UK is to be treated as a member state for the purposes of
international agreements during the EU-UK Implementation Period. This should
provide further certainty to both British and Ukrainian traders that there
will be no disruption to the existing trading relationship during the
Implementation Period, and that in particular the preferential terms of EU-
Ukraine DCFTA will continue to apply to both parties during the
Implementation Period.

Both countries agreed to work together to strengthen UK-Ukrainian trade.



