Press release: G7 Foreign Ministers'’
statement on the announcement of the
death of Jamal Khashoggi

The G7 Foreign Ministers, of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom, the United States of America, and the High Representative of
the European Union, condemn in the strongest possible terms the killing of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has confirmed
took place in its consulate in Istanbul.

The confirmation of Mr Jamal Khashoggi’s death is a first step toward full
transparency and accountability. However, the explanations offered leave many
questions unanswered.

We reiterate our expectation for a thorough, credible, transparent, and
prompt investigation by Saudi Arabia, in full collaboration with the Turkish
authorities, and a full and rigorous accounting of the circumstances
surrounding Mr Khashoggi’s death. Those responsible for the killing must be
held to account. Saudi Arabia must put in place measures to ensure something
like this can never happen again.

The circumstances of Mr Khashoggi’'s death reaffirm the need to protect
journalists and freedom of expression around the world.

We also extend our deepest condolences to Mr Khashoggi’s family, his fiancée,
and his friends.

News story: Armistice 2018
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Sunday 11 November 2018 marks the commemoration of the 100th anniversary of
the signing of the Armistice.

The day will recognise the significance of the end of the First World War,
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and the sacrifice made by so many men and women during this period.

If you're holding a commemorative or bell-ringing event marking the centenary
of the end of the First World War, you can add your event to the Armistice
100 Map where you can also search for local events near you.

Published 23 October 2018

News story: Skipton Flood Alleviation
Scheme officially opened

The £17.8 million project, led by the Environment Agency, helps to protect
378 homes and 165 businesses in the town centre from flooding from Eller Beck
and Waller Hill Beck, which rise very quickly after heavy rain. The project
is designed to provide the town with this new level of protection over the
course of the next 100 years.

Skipton has suffered from flooding from these becks as recently as December
2015. Prior to this Skipton has experienced a significant flooding in 1908,
1979, 1982, 2000, 2004 and 2007. A life was lost as a result of the 1982
flood.

Construction of the scheme started in March 2015, where two flood storage
areas have been created upstream of Skipton at Eller Beck near Skipton Golf
Club, and Waller Hill Beck to slow the flow of water from the surrounding
hills, reducing the risk of the becks causing floods in the town centre.

The new flood storage areas can hold a combined total of 111 million gallons
of water equivalent to 168 Olympic sized swimming pools, or 5.2 million
bathtubs.

Eller Beck near Skipton Golf Course is the larger of the two storage areas. A
13 metre high, 610 metre wide earthworks dam has been built which can hold
433,000 cubic metres of water or 95 million gallons. Normal flows pass
unrestricted through a pipe known as a culvert within the dam, but during a
flood, a barrier called a penstock will be lowered to block off the culvert
inlet so that water can be held back to form a reservoir.

The dam at Waller Hill is 9 metres high, 105 metres wide, and has the
capacity to hold 72,000 cubic metres of water, or nearly 16 million gallons.
A concrete culvert with inlet and outlet has been constructed to allow the
beck to flow during normal conditions, which allows high river flows to be
held back.

The scheme also includes 300 metres of new flood defence walls including new
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raised walls that have been constructed in the town centre at Morrison’s car
park, and near private gardens and a children’s play area further upstream in
the town. Some of the defences have been clad in matching stone to blend in
with other buildings in the conservation area.

Environmental considerations include an otter ledge running through the
culvert as well as an otter hedge running around the outside of Eller Beck
Dam. These new wildlife-friendly additions will help to open up access for
any local otter populations. A significant number of trees have also been
planted around the two sites as well as further up the catchment including
alder, oak, white willow as well as holly, hazel and blackthorn hedgerows.

Sir James Bevan, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, said:

Skipton is a town which knows the devastating impacts of flooding.
We can never prevent all flooding, but we can reduce the risk of it
happening and the damage if it does. I am delighted that this
scheme will see hundreds of homes and businesses better protected
for years to come.

This scheme forms part of more than half a billion pounds worth of
government funding which we are investing across the whole of
Yorkshire between 2015-2021 to reduce flood risk to nearly 60,000
properties.

The majority of the funding for the project has come from the Environment
Agency which has contributed over £11m. Further funding also came from the
Defra Growth Fund (£1.7m), North Yorkshire County Council (£750k), Yorkshire
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee £300k and Yorkshire Water (£250k).

The scheme will also open up land to development for businesses which will
have a positive impact on job creation and economic activity in the area and
therefore benefits from Government Growth Deal funding, a deal between
government and local enterprise partnerships (LEPs) to transform regional
economy. The awarding bodies are the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding
Enterprise Partnership which awarded the scheme £1.2m, and Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership, which extended a further £1.5m.

The scheme has also been made possible with support from Skipton Town
Council, local businesses, the local community, and Craven District Council,
who played an integral part in the successful application for significant
Local Growth Funding.
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The £17.8 million project, led by the Environment Agency, helps to protect
378 homes and 165 businesses in the town centre from flooding from Eller Beck
and Waller Hill Beck, which rise very quickly after heavy rain. The project
is designed to provide the town with this new level of protection over the
course of the next 100 years.

Skipton has suffered from flooding from these becks as recently as December
2015. Prior to this Skipton has experienced a significant flooding in 1908,
1979, 1982, 2000, 2004 and 2007. A life was lost as a result of the 1982
flood.

Construction of the scheme started in March 2015, where two flood storage
areas have been created upstream of Skipton at Eller Beck near Skipton Golf
Club, and Waller Hill Beck to slow the flow of water from the surrounding
hills, reducing the risk of the becks causing floods in the town centre.

The new flood storage areas can hold a combined total of 111 million gallons
of water equivalent to 168 Olympic sized swimming pools, or 5.2 million
bathtubs.

Eller Beck near Skipton Golf Course is the larger of the two storage areas. A
13 metre high, 610 metre wide earthworks dam has been built which can hold
433,000 cubic metres of water or 95 million gallons. Normal flows pass
unrestricted through a pipe known as a culvert within the dam, but during a
flood, a barrier called a penstock will be lowered to block off the culvert
inlet so that water can be held back to form a reservoir.

The dam at Waller Hill is 9 metres high, 105 metres wide, and has the
capacity to hold 72,000 cubic metres of water, or nearly 16 million gallons.
A concrete culvert with inlet and outlet has been constructed to allow the
beck to flow during normal conditions, which allows high river flows to be
held back.

The scheme also includes 300 metres of new flood defence walls including new
raised walls that have been constructed in the town centre at Morrison’s car
park, and near private gardens and a children’s play area further upstream in
the town. Some of the defences have been clad in matching stone to blend in
with other buildings in the conservation area.

Environmental considerations include an otter ledge running through the
culvert as well as an otter hedge running around the outside of Eller Beck
Dam. These new wildlife-friendly additions will help to open up access for
any local otter populations. A significant number of trees have also been
planted around the two sites as well as further up the catchment including
alder, oak, white willow as well as holly, hazel and blackthorn hedgerows.
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Sir James Bevan, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, said:

Skipton is a town which knows the devastating impacts of flooding.
We can never prevent all flooding, but we can reduce the risk of it
happening and the damage if it does. I am delighted that this
scheme will see hundreds of homes and businesses better protected
for years to come.

This scheme forms part of more than half a billion pounds worth of
government funding which we are investing across the whole of
Yorkshire between 2015-2021 to reduce flood risk to nearly 60,000
properties.

The majority of the funding for the project has come from the Environment
Agency which has contributed over £11m. Further funding also came from the
Defra Growth Fund (£1.7m), North Yorkshire County Council (£750k), Yorkshire
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee £300k and Yorkshire Water (£250k).

The scheme will also open up land to development for businesses which will
have a positive impact on job creation and economic activity in the area and
therefore benefits from Government Growth Deal funding, a deal between
government and local enterprise partnerships (LEPs) to transform regional
economy. The awarding bodies are the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding
Enterprise Partnership which awarded the scheme £1.2m, and Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership, which extended a further £1.5m.

The scheme has also been made possible with support from Skipton Town
Council, local businesses, the local community, and Craven District Council,
who played an integral part in the successful application for significant
Local Growth Funding.

Press release: Slate landscape of
North West Wales UK’s preferred World
Heritage Site Nomination for 2019

The Slate Landscape of North-West Wales will be the UK'’s next preferred
nomination for UNESCO World Heritage site status, Heritage Minister Michael
Ellis announced today.

The area — which runs throughout the county of Gwynedd — is said to have
“roofed the 19th century world” as slate from its mines was exported around
the globe.
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The landscape was assessed for World Heritage Status by a UK panel of experts
this summer and it will be formally presented to UNESCO next year.

It will then be considered by the International Council of Sites and
Monuments followed by the World Heritage Committee in 2021. Should it be
approved, the Slate Landscape will join the likes of Grand Canyon National
Park, The Great Barrier Reef and the Lake District as a designated World
Heritage Site.

The site was the world’s greatest exporter of slate during the mid 19th
century, becoming a key part of the social and economic fabric of North
Wales. The slate mined from the area also had a significant impact on global
architecture with its materials used on a vast range of buildings, from
terraces to palaces all around the world.

If inscribed it would be the fourth World Heritage Site in Wales, alongside
the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape, the Castles and Town Walls of King Edward
at Gwynedd and the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.

Michael Ellis, Minister for Arts, Heritage and Tourism, said:

Gwynedd’s slate landscape is hugely important. Its vast quarries
and mines have not only shaped the countryside of the region but
also countless buildings across the UK and the world.

This is a crucial milestone on the road to becoming a World
Heritage site and the global recognition that brings. While the
UNESCO nomination process is very thorough, I believe this unique
landscape would be a worthy addition to the list.

UK Government Minister for Wales, Mims Davies said:

It gives me great pleasure to see that the world-renowned slate
landscape of Gwynedd has been selected as the UK Government’s
preferred UNESCO World Heritage Site nomination.

An accolade such as this not only highlights the immense beauty and
history that Wales has to offer but also acts as a catalyst to
investment and tourism. The status which is globally recognised
would help to revive and grow the economy of the slate areas that
have had such a significant influence on the communities and
heritage of North West Wales.

The UK currently has 31 other World Heritage sites and can nominate one site
per calendar year. Jodrell Bank Observatory was nominated in January 2018,
and has recently undergone an evaluation mission by UNESCO's expert advisers.
A decision on inscription for that site will take place during the annual
committee meeting next summer.



A Parliamentary reception on the Slate Landscape, attended by the Minister
for Arts, Heritage and Tourism, will take place this afternoon.

Notes to editors:

e The World Heritage Centre manages over 1000 sites around the world and
the UK has 31 World Heritage sites.

e Once a nomination is submitted, UNESCO’'s expert advisors assess the
site, and make a recommendation to the World Heritage Committee.

e The news, which comes after the Slate Landscape passed the UK’'s rigorous
technical evaluation process, signals the Government’s support in
principle for a nomination to be formally submitted in mid 2019.

e In Wales, there were 1 million visits by overseas tourists in 2017,
spending £369 million in the local economy.

e In addition, British residents took 9 million overnight trips to Wales
in 2017, spending £1.6 billion.



