Press release: £1m culvert repair work
to reduce flood risk set to begin

The £1million culvert repair project is due to start on Monday 23 July and is
expected to take 13 weeks to complete.

Environment Agency contractors, JBA Bentley, will be on site to carry out the
work in the Lancashire town to make Victoria Clough culvert structurally
sound.

Culverts are structures which carry water underground. They were often built
to allow development to take place around them such as roads, homes and
businesses. Many people live and work near culverts and may not even know
they are there.

A new culvert will be installed beneath the disused railway embankment to
replace the existing one which has collapsed. The team will also re-line or
replace a number of sections along the length of the culvert at locations
under Victoria Road and the A56 Skipton Road.

A new and improved trash screen will also be fixed at the inlet of the
culvert, to help reduce the risk of it becoming blocked with debris and
making it easier and safer to clear when water levels are high.

During the period of work there will be disruption to traffic using the A56
and Victoria Road. There will need to be road closures on Valley Road and New
Road with local diversions and temporary traffic lights put in place, and
some parking restrictions on Victoria Road.

Paul Swales flood risk advisor at the Environment Agency said:

Earby has suffered devastating flooding over recent years, most
notably the Boxing Day 2015 flood. We’'re pleased to be starting
this repair work which will bring significant flood risk benefits
to homes and businesses.

We understand that this traffic management could cause some
inconvenience so we will do all we can to minimise this disruption
as much as possible. We’d like to thank residents and businesses
for their patience and understanding while we carry out this
essential work to reduce flood risk.

Funding for the project comes from £813k of Grant in Aid and £200k of
Yorkshire Local Levy.

Since the floods of Boxing Day 2015, the Environment Agency has worked in
partnership with Pendle Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and
Yorkshire Water to develop schemes to reduce flood risk in Earby.
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The Environment Agency continues to explore other options to reduce flood
risk from all sources in and around Earby. Over the next 12 months, the team
will investigate the options in more detail, which include flood storage
areas on Earby Beck, the New Cut and Victoria Clough and installing a flood
defence wall at Boot Street.

The Environment Agency is looking for volunteer flood wardens to play a key
part in keeping Earby prepared and informed before, during and after a flood.
Anyone interested in becoming a flood warden can email
heather.cottrill@environment-agency.gov.uk to find out more.

By signing up to the Environment Agency’s free Flood Warning service
residents and businesses can receive flood alerts and flood warnings for
Earby Beck and/or Earby New Cut directly to their phone and emails, 24/7.
Find out if you’re at risk and register for free flood warnings.
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Earby has suffered devastating flooding over recent years, most
notably the Boxing Day 2015 flood. We’'re pleased to be starting
this repair work which will bring significant flood risk benefits
to homes and businesses.

We understand that this traffic management could cause some
inconvenience so we will do all we can to minimise this disruption
as much as possible. We’'d like to thank residents and businesses
for their patience and understanding while we carry out this
essential work to reduce flood risk.

Funding for the project comes from £813k of Grant in Aid and £200k of
Yorkshire Local Levy.

Since the floods of Boxing Day 2015, the Environment Agency has worked in
partnership with Pendle Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and
Yorkshire Water to develop schemes to reduce flood risk in Earby.

Options explored

The Environment Agency continues to explore other options to reduce flood
risk from all sources in and around Earby. Over the next 12 months, the team
will investigate the options in more detail, which include flood storage
areas on Earby Beck, the New Cut and Victoria Clough and installing a flood
defence wall at Boot Street.

The Environment Agency is looking for volunteer flood wardens to play a key
part in keeping Earby prepared and informed before, during and after a flood.
Anyone interested in becoming a flood warden can email
heather.cottrill@environment-agency.gov.uk to find out more.

By signing up to the Environment Agency’s free Flood Warning service
residents and businesses can receive flood alerts and flood warnings for
Earby Beck and/or Earby New Cut directly to their phone and emails, 24/7.
Find out if you’re at risk and register for free flood warnings.

Notice: WV13 2QF, Scanmetals (UK)
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit, decision document for:

e Operator name: Scanmetals (UK) Limited
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e Installation name: Scanmetals (UK) Limited
e Permit number: EPR/QP3237YA/V002

Press release: Coventry rapist has
sentence increased after Solicitor
General’s referral

A man who sexually abused a severely autistic person has today had his
sentence increased after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP,
referred his sentence to the Court of Appeal for being too low.

Alex Jordan Waddoups, now aged 24, anally raped a severely autistic person on
multiple occasions. He made threats against the victim and their family if
they were to tell anyone what had happened.

Waddoups was originally sentenced at Warwick Crown Court in April, where he
was given 7 years’ imprisonment, ordered to sign the sexual offenders
register for life, and had to pay a £120 victim surcharge. Today, after the
Solicitor General's referral, the Court of Appeal increased his sentence to
10 years’ imprisonment.

Commenting on the sentence increase, the Solicitor General said:

“Waddoups targeted a vulnerable individual he knew he could dominate both
physically and mentally. While it is important to recognise the mental health
of the offender, we cannot let this distort our judgement when it comes to
protecting members of the public, and as such I am pleased that the Court of
Appeal has agreed with my referral.”

Press release: Environment Agency
warns of illegal waste being dumped
empty commercial units

Empty industrial units across the country are being targeted by waste
criminals to dispose of thousands of tonnes of illegal waste.

The growing trend sees criminals pose as legitimate tenants to rent
properties used to store illegal waste. Once discovered, landlords, property
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managers and farmers are burdened with thousands of pounds in clear up costs
and face possible criminal prosecution, fines and even custodial sentences
for failure to operate without an environmental permit.

The waste, mainly made up of potentially hazardous materials, poses a serious
pollution and fire risk and undermines legitimate business.

With hundreds of commercial properties across the country thought to be
empty, the Environment Agency is calling for landlords to be extra vigilant
when letting out their properties. The regulator is also calling on
businesses, organisations and individuals to manage their waste responsibly
to prevent it from getting into criminal hands in the first place.

During the period Dec 2016 — Nov 2017 the Environment Agency investigated the
dumping of 18,244 bales of waste — each bale being approximately 1 ton. It’s
estimated that at a low end price of £70 per bale this would amount to
£1,277,000 for correct deposal of the waste.

The Environment Agency reveals the top four land types which are most
susceptible to illegal dumping. The land type descriptions key dump sites
are:

e Farms 34%

e Industrial Unit 24%

e Abandoned factory 10%
e Derelict site 7%

Nicky Lawton, Deputy Director — National Enforcement Service, said:

Unsuspecting landlords and property managers are failing foul of
waste criminals and as a result are being made to pick up hefty
bills to clear up the waste — often running into the hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

Landlords can avoid this by carrying out checks to prospective
tenants to ensure their sites will not be used as part of an
illegal waste operation.

Waste crime, which costs the economy £604 million a year, is a
serious problem that we’re using all our available resources and
powers to curb.

Landlords and property managers are urged to take the following steps to
avoid being a victim of waste crime:

e Carry out rigorous checks on prospective new tenants.

e Check any empty land and property regularly and make sure it is secure.



e It is illegal to store waste on your land without the required permits.
You may be committing an offence by allowing waste to be stored on your
land or property without the relevant permissions and you could be
liable to prosecution and the cost of removing the waste.

e Landlords should check before signing a contract that the contract
complies with regulations. You can view whether a potential tenant holds
the correct permit to carry out waste operations at public register

e The offer of payment to temporarily store waste is a scam, the waste
will likely never be collected.

e Be vigilant and report any unusual behaviour. If you are suspicious of
prospective tenants please contact us for more information and advice.

e If you are approached to store baled waste, even on a short term basis,
refuse the material and call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

The Environment Agency'’s Prevention & Disruption teams are working hard to
address waste crime, exercising new regulatory powers to lock up and block
access to illegal waste sites.
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