
News story: Secretary of State extends
condolences following death of Tom
Moran

Commenting earlier this evening, Mrs Bradley said:

Tom Moran was a hugely successful businessman and well-regarded
philanthropist and who was a true friend to Northern Ireland. He
took an active role behind the scenes in supporting the Belfast
Agreement and the Northern Ireland Peace Process over many years.

We are indebted to him for his work over the past decades and for
his efforts to help bring about a lasting peace for all in Northern
Ireland.

My sincere condolences to his wife and entire family circle at this
very sad time.
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My sincere condolences to his wife and entire family circle at this
very sad time.

News story: New plans to update road
safety laws to protect cyclists and
pedestrians

Department for Transport plans to bring road safety legislation up-to-
date to protect vulnerable road users
proposals include clamping down on dangerous cyclists, following a
campaign earlier this year to clamp down on dangerous drivers
also includes setting national guidance for cycling and walking
infrastructure
plans form part of a government drive to encourage more people to take
to two wheels, or two feet, to get around

Road users would be kept safer under new government proposals that include
changing the law and building better infrastructure.

A new consultation, open for 12 weeks from today (12 August 2018), will look
at whether a new offence equivalent to causing death by careless or dangerous
driving should be introduced for dangerous cyclists.

More is also being done to protect cyclists and pedestrians who use our roads
safely, including a push for higher standards for cycling and walking
infrastructure across the UK.

These measures follow the launch earlier this summer of a UK-wide initiative
to help police crackdown on dangerous drivers who pass cyclists too closely
in a two-pronged approach to make our roads safer.

The Department for Transport is also looking at updating parts of the Highway
Code, including measures to counter the dangerous practice of ‘close passing’
which puts people off cycling, and would benefit other vulnerable road users
like horse riders.

Cycling and Walking Minister Jesse Norman said:

In recent weeks we have announced a range of measures designed to
protect vulnerable road users such as cyclists and pedestrians.
These include new measures to combat close passing, training for
driving instructors, better collision investigation and £100
million in new investment through the Safer Roads Fund.
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Now we are taking further steps. These include a consultation on
new cycling offences, further work on national guidance on cycling
and walking infrastructure, and improvements to the Highway Code.

All these measures are designed to support the continued growth of
cycling and walking, with all the benefits they bring to our
communities, economy, environment and society.

In 2016, three pedestrians were killed and 108 seriously injured after being
involved in collisions with pedal cyclists.

Matt Briggs, whose wife Kim was killed by a cyclist in 2016, said:

I welcome the government’s proposals for new legislation around
causing death and serious injury by dangerous and careless cycling.
This public consultation is an important step towards updating the
arcane laws that are currently being used to prosecute cycling
offences.

I would urge people to contribute to the consultation and of course
to support the proposed changes to the law.

I also acknowledge that it is just under a year since I began my
campaign for new legislation after the death of my wife, Kim
Briggs, and I would like to thank the Department for Transport and
in particular, Jesse Norman MP, for responding to my campaign in
such a positive and expeditious manner.

As part of the Cycling and Walking Safety Review, the government has
commissioned the Cycle Proofing Working Group to develop national guidance
and best practice for cycling and walking infrastructure, so that all road
users can benefit from the best facilities. Finally, the government has also
announced today that £1 million will be provided to support the pathfinder
demonstration projects for repairing and upgrading sections of the National
Cycle Network (NCN).

The measures announced today are a further extension of a wider set of road
safety measures set out in a recent ministerial statement.

Separately, the Department for Transport has also announced that it is
gathering evidence on the effectiveness of current laws on pavement parking
to address safety issues concerning cyclists, pedestrians, and other
vulnerable road users.

In June, the DfT announced plans for a £500,000 pilot scheme offering driving
instructors bespoke training to ensure cyclists’ safety is at the forefront
of their minds when they teach new drivers.

Earlier this year, the department also awarded more than £7 million of
funding as part of the first response to the Cycle and Walking Safety Review.
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The money will be spent on a range of improvements to encourage more people
to cycle safely as part of their everyday journeys – from a new 6km cycle
route in West Yorkshire to improving crossings for cyclists and pedestrians
in Bristol and Cambridge.

The department’s call for evidence on cycling and walking, which closed at
the start of June, gave people the opportunity to share their views and
opinions on ways to improve cycling and walking safety from improved
infrastructure to education for all road users. The findings of the
consultation will be shared in due course.

Press release: Export success as
global sales of UK food and drink
reach record high

UK food and drink exports are continuing to smash records, with new figures
revealing exports reached £10.6 billion in the first six months of 2018.

Demonstrating a clear global desire for British taste, quality and high
standards, UK food and drink businesses are now selling their products to
over 200 global markets.

UK seasonal favourites are also in demand abroad – in the first half of the
year 64 million litres of ice cream and over 500 tonnes of strawberries were
shipped to foreign shores.

Traditional barbeque produce, such as sausages and cuts of beef have risen by
48% and 17% respectively. This is due in part to new meat export markets
opening in recent years – and will be bolstered further in the future by the
recent announcement that China will lift their BSE ban on British beef, which
is estimated to generate £250 million in the first five years alone. Taiwan
will also soon be importing UK pork for the first time – worth an estimated
£50 million over five years to the UK’s industry.

Iconic British produce such as whisky, worth £2 billion, beer worth £235
million, and smoked salmon worth £308 million are also being snapped up from
international supermarket shelves.

Food Minister George Eustice said:

Consumers across the globe know British produce is delicious. They
also know it is high in quality and backed by high standards of
animal welfare. This is why we are continuing to see a huge growth
in the worldwide demand for the best of what British farmers and
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food producers have to offer.

This world-leading industry already boosts our economy by over £110
billion each year, and leaving the EU will give our food and drink
producers an unparalleled opportunity to tap into more markets and
take advantage of the UK’s position as a truly global nation.

A team of the Government’s leading trade experts are on hand to provide
guidance to UK businesses as they enter into overseas markets for the first
time or consider expanding their current global customer base.

This is complemented by the government’s Food is GREAT campaign, which
highlights the success of current exporters and showcases the UK’s top
quality food and drink.

One ice cream company who has benefitted from this government guidance is
Somerset-based firm Granny Gothards, whose range of over 125 flavours
includes British inspired tastes such as clotted cream, blackberry and apple,
and whisky and marmalade. Established in 2012, the business now exports to
Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai and has recently branched out into China.

Founder of the firm Amanda Stansfield said:

After the success of our ice creams in Dubai it seems an ideal time
to now establish our brand in China. Seeking expert advice is key
for any business looking to export produce to China.

The support from government trade advisers has been vital in
navigating this process. Sheffield-based ice cream makers Yee Kwan
have also been successful at branching out into exporting. Inspired
by the tastes of East Asia – with current flavours including black
sesame seed, matcha green tea and chocolate miso – the company
exports to 10 European countries via their supply with Wagamama, as
well as Kuwait. They will soon be working with a Chinese
distributor, with orders expected next year.

Founder Yee Kwan said:

After we’d realised the potential to sell our products overseas, we
began working with government advisers, who supported us in
exhibiting at the International Food & Drink Event in London.

We’ve found that there’s loads of support to help us navigate
exporting challenges – if we can do it, so can you!

https://www.great.gov.uk/


Press release: Sport a pillar of youth
rehabilitation: Minister publishes
independent review

leading academic highlights the power of sport in transforming lives of
young offenders
community partnerships to support the development of sport and physical
activity in custody
offenders engaging in structured programmes learn self-discipline, team
work and leadership and communication skills – all crucial for a
successful life on the outside

The review, authored by Professor Rosie Meek, was commissioned to identify
best practice across the estate and highlights the vital role that sport can
play in rehabilitation and reducing reoffending.

In addition to Professor Meek’s review, the Ministry of Justice has also
published its response which highlights the steps that will be taken to boost
sporting provision in prison.

Many of the sporting programmes currently delivered across the youth estate
help offenders to get vocational qualifications and provide them with
tangible employment prospects on release.

There are already some positive examples of community projects working with
young people:

at Wetherby YOI, Leeds Rhinos are providing training sessions, offering
life coaching and mentors to support vulnerable young people
Manchester United, Everton and Fulham Football Clubs also support
education programmes working with young people at risk of offending in
the community
Saracens offer coaching qualifications at Feltham YOI

The review highlights how engaging in structured programmes can help to teach
offenders self-discipline, team work and leadership – crucial skills for a
successful and crime-free life in the community.

Team sport was shown to improve mental and physical health, helping young
people with often complex behavioural issues to change their attitudes and
lifestyles.

Justice Minister Edward Argar said:

I’m grateful to Professor Rosie Meek for her important work on this
review, and to my predecessor for commissioning it.
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This review rightly highlights that sport can help to reduce
violence, improve wellbeing and have a positive impact on
rehabilitation. I want sport and physical activity to be a key part
of life custody and I welcome the findings of this review.

During my visits across the youth estate, I have been inspired by
the passion and dedication of staff, and of the external
organisations we partner with, already delivering sports programmes
and helping to change the lives of young people.

We know that sport on its own does not provide all the answers, but
it is a central pillar for helping young offenders to build skills
which will ultimately reducing reoffending and help them to turn
their backs on crime for good.

Professor Rosie Meek, Royal Holloway University of London, said:

I am delighted to have carried out this review and am pleased to
have the backing of the Ministry of Justice for this important
work.

I strongly believe that sport can be a powerful tool in reducing
reoffending and improving the lives of people in custody, which is
why I was so pleased be asked to carry out this review.

There is already evidence that sport can have a positive impact on
people in custody and I hope that the recommendations outlined in
the review will help to improve the lives of people in our justice
system.

The sports review was carried out by leading academic Professor Meek, in
partnership with the National Alliance of Sport and Clinks, who support
voluntary organisations that work with offenders and their families.

Note to editors

Professor Rosie Meek is a chartered psychologist, founding Head of the Law
School and Director of the Prisons Research Group at Royal Holloway
University of London, UK. She is a Fulbright Distinguished Scholar and was
author of the 2014 book Sport in Prison: Exploring the Role of Physical
Activity in Correctional Settings (Routledge).
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