
Speech: Artificial Intelligence – a
collaboration

Thank you very much for the warm welcome!

It is a real pleasure to welcome you to the opening of the T.E.A. special
edition here in Oslo. I am thrilled to be here today to learn from the vast
amount of technical expertise assembled in this room. I am certainly inspired
– and fascinated – by the global development that we see unfolding and all
the international collaboration opportunities within the AI sector.

Today I want to update you on the UK Government’s commitment to the
development of AI and the market opportunities that AI brings. There aren’t
many moments in human history when a technology turns up that changes
everything. The wheel, maybe … the printing press … the micro-processor.

And we are living through one of those moments right now.

In 2017, when the London-based DeepMind beat KehGee, the best human best Go
player, a symbolic date entered the history books.

Technology is developing faster than we can absorb. Automation, digitization,
robotization. 3D-printing, sensor technology, the internet of things, big
data, block chain – and AI.

Artificial intelligence is already part of our everyday lives, from using a
virtual personal assistant to organise our day, to having our phones suggest
songs we might like.

Beyond making our lives easier, smart systems help us solve some of the
world’s biggest challenges: treating chronic diseases, fighting climate
change and anticipating cyber-security threats.

Addressing these challenges are priorities for the British Government and we
believe that meeting them requires international collaboration to develop
solutions including AI. Norway is an important partner and we want to expand
our innovation linkages.

We expect that implementing AI technology will carry huge economic
implications. If we use AI in the right way, we can create a more prosperous
economy with better and more fulfilling jobs. According to a recent report by
McKinsey, AI could transform 19 crucial industries.

They found that the total annual value potential of AI alone across those 19
industries could add between 3.5 to 5.8 trillion dollars to the global
economy.

In the UK alone, the market value of AI technologies are expected to increase
at a compound annual growth rate of over 60% by 2022 and add an additional
£650 billion to the UK economy by 2035.
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These are of course estimates. But the potential of innovation to drive our
future economy is more than just an aspiration: it’s something we’re already
seeing in practice. In 2017, the UK tech sector grew 2.6 times faster than
the economy as a whole.

This makes AI one of the most strategic technologies of the 21st century.

From a UK Government perspective, our vision is for the UK to become the best
place in Europe or – why not? – the world for businesses to develop and
deploy AI.

You may have heard that we are leaving the EU, but we are very definitely not
leaving Europe and we will continue working together with our European
partners. And I am confident that our new relationship with Europe will bring
new possibilities and opportunities.

In shaping our future, Prime Minister Theresa May is committed to ensuring
the UK is best placed to capitalise on the industries of the future and
ensure new arrangements on services and digital provide businesses with
regulatory freedom where it matters most.

By building on our scientific excellence and securing an unparalleled
partnership with Europe in science and innovation, the Government will ensure
that the UK remains the centre for AI in Europe and globally. Amongst those
commitments is making sure we put in place the right physical infrastructure,
such as the next generation of 5G and full fibre networks.

The UK ranks first amongst OECD countries in our readiness to implement AI in
public sector delivery. As an example, Enfield Council in London employed
Amelia last year, the first chatbot to be implemented by a local government
structure.

We want AI to transform our society for the better and for it to be designed
and developed in the UK. Therefore, as part of the Industrial Strategy the UK
Government announced the new AI Sector Deal in April this year.

The deal aims to help the UK seize the estimated £232 billion opportunity AI
offers the UK economy by 2030 – that’s 10% of GDP.

This sector deal is a public-private-academic partnership, a model that you
know very well here in Norway. More than 50 leading technology companies and
organisations have contributed to the development of the deal including
almost £300 million of private sector investment.

One important area of the Sector Deal is education.

Because many of the UK’s most successful businesses started life as an idea
in a university lab, we want to make sure that the UK sits at the top in
terms of providing relevant knowledge on AI. As the home of 4 of the top 10
universities in the world, the UK is a magnet for the highest calibre
researchers in artificial intelligence and related disciplines.

The UK Government is investing £17 million in development of AI technologies



in universities. In 2017, 26 universities in the UK offered undergraduate
courses in AI and more than 30 graduate programmes run across 20
universities.

Numbers of students have been rising modestly in recent years, driven
predominantly by PhD level places, where the number of enrolments have almost
doubled to just under 400 between 2013 and 2015.

We are starting to see the result of this investment as more and more
universities are focusing on providing skills and knowledge of AI, in many
aspects, not only technological but also within the ethical, moral and social
implications of AI.

Available funding, attraction of venture capitalists to London and
competitive, world-class universities and research facilities all contribute
to the UK providing an excellent environment for AI start-ups and growth
potential for SMEs.

Let me say a few words about innovation and the business environment in the
UK. Did you know that a new business is started in the UK every 75 seconds?

A bigger proportion of these than you might imagine go on to thrive, with the
UK playing host to half of Europe’s top-10 fastest growing companies.

As of September 2017, over £350 million has been invested in 243 technology
companies through the British Business Bank’s venture capital programmes, and
more venture capital is invested in the UK than in Germany, France and Sweden
combined!

The UK is also a home to some of the biggest names in the sector, such as:

Ironfly Technologies (a Hong Kong-based startup that uses machine
learning in financial services)
Element AI (an artificial intelligence solutions provider, which is
opening a new R&D centre in London this year) and
Alphabet, the parent company of Google and DeepMind – and a world leader
in AI – is building a new headquarters in London that will be home to
7,000 staff

The opportunities within AI are growing. I hope that you will contribute to
the UK journey to become the global hub for AI, where new ideas and
technologies are tested and brought to the global market. And continue to
exploit already excellent UK/Norway cooperation.

And make sure to tap into the funding provided by the sector deal and
programmes managed by the research councils.

With all of this in mind, I am excited that you have chosen to go to the UK
to develop and accelerate your business, and I would like to thank Innovation
Norway for contributing to making this happen.

I hope that with the constant development of our start-up ecosystem and the
expertise provided by the TEA and other Innovation Norway programmes, you



will be able to create the recipe for success!

I am looking forward to follow your developments and one day read about you
on my super fast 7G 3D printed smart phone in a few years’ time – if a person
of my age can work out how to use it!

I wish you all the best of luck for the next 6-months acceleration.

And finally: unlock your imagination and nurture your inner drive to keep
pushing the boundaries!

Thank you!

Notice: RH17 6JH, Cuadrilla Balcombe
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Cuadrilla Balcombe Limited
Installation name: Lower Stumble Hydrocarbon Exploration Site
Permit number: EPR/AB3307XD/V005

News story: Russian delegation at
Unlimited Festival (UK)

In September 2018 the Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy
is supporting the participation of five Russian specialists working in the
field of inclusive art in Unlimited and Unlimited: the Symposium in London.

The Southbank Centre’s Unlimited Festival celebrates the artistic vision and
originality of disabled artists from the UK and beyond. The programme
comprises Unlimited commissions alongside other works from the UK and
overseas and encompasses a variety of art forms including dance, theatre,
visual arts and music.

Unlimited: the Symposium is a disabled-led, two-day discussion event aimed at
both a national and international audience. It takes place in the lead up to
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the Unlimited Festival and will explore art and equality, the pace of change
and whether new technology enables or creates more barriers.

As well as attending discussions and performances, delegates will have great
opportunities to meet colleagues from all over the world.

The Russian delegation will include:

Larisa Nikitina, curator of educational programmes at the Centre for
Creative Projects “Inclusion”. The Centre’s mission is the development
of inclusive projects in Russia. In 2017 “Inclusion” co-organised the
international premiere of “In Touch” at the Royal National Theatre in
London with deafblind as well as sighted and hearing actors.

Ekaterina Arkhipova, manager of public programmes, and Liudmila
Luchkova, inclusive programme manager at Garage Museum of Contemporary
Art. Garage was one of the first museums in Russia to launch a
department of inclusive programmes and since 2016 it has regularly
organised special events for deaf and hard of hearing, blind and
partially sighted visitors and people with intellectual disabilities.

Elizaveta Siomicheva, PR manager at Upsala-Circus, a unique socio-
cultural project in Russia that works with children and teenagers with
special needs as well as with children and youth at risk.

Evgenia Kiseleva, head of inclusive programmes and curator at the
Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts. In 2016 the museum launched
“Accessible Museum”, a programme including exhibitions and educational
activities, as well as events catering for visitors with different
capabilities. The goal is not only to initiate special projects, but
also to increase the accessibility of existing programmes.

News story: Russian delegation at
Unlimited Festival (UK)

In September 2018 the Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy
is supporting the participation of five Russian specialists working in the
field of inclusive art in Unlimited and Unlimited: the Symposium in London.

The Southbank Centre’s Unlimited Festival celebrates the artistic vision and
originality of disabled artists from the UK and beyond. The programme
comprises Unlimited commissions alongside other works from the UK and
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overseas and encompasses a variety of art forms including dance, theatre,
visual arts and music.

Unlimited: the Symposium is a disabled-led, two-day discussion event aimed at
both a national and international audience. It takes place in the lead up to
the Unlimited Festival and will explore art and equality, the pace of change
and whether new technology enables or creates more barriers.

As well as attending discussions and performances, delegates will have great
opportunities to meet colleagues from all over the world.

The Russian delegation will include:

Larisa Nikitina, curator of educational programmes at the Centre for
Creative Projects “Inclusion”. The Centre’s mission is the development
of inclusive projects in Russia. In 2017 “Inclusion” co-organised the
international premiere of “In Touch” at the Royal National Theatre in
London with deafblind as well as sighted and hearing actors.

Ekaterina Arkhipova, manager of public programmes, and Liudmila
Luchkova, inclusive programme manager at Garage Museum of Contemporary
Art. Garage was one of the first museums in Russia to launch a
department of inclusive programmes and since 2016 it has regularly
organised special events for deaf and hard of hearing, blind and
partially sighted visitors and people with intellectual disabilities.

Elizaveta Siomicheva, PR manager at Upsala-Circus, a unique socio-
cultural project in Russia that works with children and teenagers with
special needs as well as with children and youth at risk.

Evgenia Kiseleva, head of inclusive programmes and curator at the
Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts. In 2016 the museum launched
“Accessible Museum”, a programme including exhibitions and educational
activities, as well as events catering for visitors with different
capabilities. The goal is not only to initiate special projects, but
also to increase the accessibility of existing programmes.

News story: Boost for vulnerable
children through trusted relationships

Some £13 million of Home Office funding has been awarded to projects which
support vulnerable children, by ensuring they have positive adult role models
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in their lives such as youth workers, police officers, nurses and other
professionals.

Eleven local authorities have been allocated a share of the Trusted
Relationship Fund – a scheme that attempts to intervene early if a child is
at risk of abusive predators or being drawn into criminality, such as county
lines, by helping foster close relationships with trusted adults in the
community.

It comes after a Home Office-commissioned review by the Early Intervention
Foundation found that a trusted relationship with an adult is an important
part of programmes to support vulnerable children, and that the lack of
trusted relationships is consistently cited as a contributing factor in cases
of child sexual abuse and exploitation.

Minister for Crime, Safeguarding and Vulnerability, Victoria Atkins, said:

It is awful to think so many children have to tackle life without a
strong adult figure they can confide in and that this may leave
them vulnerable to predatory criminals and violence as well as
exploitation and abuse.

The government is absolutely determined to help, which is why the
Trusted Relationships Fund will support at-risk children through
projects across the country.

Early intervention is so important to give vulnerable young people
the best chance in life and we will make sure that those most at
risk will have a positive adult in their lives.

Yesterday (Tuesday 21 August) the Minister visited one of the successful
projects in Rotherham. The project, commissioned by Rotherham Metropolitan
District Council and delivered by Barnardo’s, sees young people who may be at
risk of exploitation and abuse, work with a trusted adult in order to raise
their self-esteem and boost their resilience against people wanting to
exploit them.

Barnardo’s Chief Executive, Javed Khan, said:

This new government funding for vital early intervention
preventative work will allow us to continue to build on what we
have already achieved and, working closely alongside our partners,
support more children and young people to escape sexual
exploitation.

It will also give us the opportunity to support and protect
vulnerable children who are being exposed to other forms of
exploitation, such as criminal exploitation by gangs and peer
relationship abuse. Barnardo’s is committed to breaking the
damaging cycle of exploitation and violence that young people can



get caught in.

Other successful projects, in areas including London, the Midlands and
Greater Manchester, demonstrated that they will help young people in ways
such as:

delivering youth work on the streets to draw children away from threats
such as child sexual exploitation or county lines
working with expelled youngsters to divert them from harm and
criminality back towards education
providing specialist support to children with special educational needs,
disabilities and others at risk of being drawn into sexual exploitation
working with parents and foster carers to improve family relationships
and build trust with young people experiencing abusive relationships

As well as Rotherham Council, other successful local authorities include
Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Hounslow Council, North Yorkshire
County Council & York Council, Ealing Council and North East Lincolnshire
Council.

Bradford Council, Hackney Council, North Somerset District Council, Barnet
Council and Northampton Borough Council will also benefit from the funding.

Read information about each project.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trusted-relationships-fund-local-areas-and-project-descriptions

