News story: First world war shipwreck
bell is returned to South Africa

The SS Mendi sank off the Isle of Wight in 1917 while carrying more than 800
men of the South African native labour corps to support the war effort on the
Western Front.

It was the worst maritime disaster in South Africa’s history, and the Mendi
bell — which has become a symbol of the country’s First World War remembrance
— was found and restored last year after being originally salvaged from the
shipwreck in the 1980s.

The Mendi bell was given to BBC reporter Steve Humphrey in 2017 in a plastic
bag at Swanage Pier, Dorset, after an anonymous phone call.

He in turn gave it to the Maritime & Coastguard Agency’s receiver of wreck,
Alison Kentuck, who then had to determine legal ownership of the bell and
make the decision about a permanent home for the bell.

For a year it has been on display in the Sea City museum in Southampton while
ownership research was undertaken and a permanent home was found.

Alison said: ‘In these cases I have to consider the merits of each
application to have the bell. But in the end, because this bell is such a
poignant part of South Africa’s history, it seemed only right to return it.

‘607 black troops from the South African native labour corps who set sail
from Cape Town just over a century ago, like so many others, never returned
home to their families.

‘It’s good to know that the Mendi bell is back in South Africa where it will
be able to provide a focal point of remembrance for the people of South
Africa and in particular the families of those who died.’

The SS Mendi sank on 21 February 1917 and 646 men drowned.

On 28 August the bell was presented to the President of South Africa by the
Prime Minister Theresa May at a ceremony in Cape Town.

News story: First world war shipwreck
bell is returned to South Africa

The SS Mendi sank off the Isle of Wight in 1917 while carrying more than 800
men of the South African native labour corps to support the war effort on the


http://www.government-world.com/news-story-first-world-war-shipwreck-bell-is-returned-to-south-africa/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-first-world-war-shipwreck-bell-is-returned-to-south-africa/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-first-world-war-shipwreck-bell-is-returned-to-south-africa-2/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-first-world-war-shipwreck-bell-is-returned-to-south-africa-2/

Western Front.

It was the worst maritime disaster in South Africa’s history, and the Mendi
bell — which has become a symbol of the country’s First World War remembrance
— was found and restored last year after being originally salvaged from the
shipwreck in the 1980s.

The Mendi bell was given to BBC reporter Steve Humphrey in 2017 in a plastic
bag at Swanage Pier, Dorset, after an anonymous phone call.

He in turn gave it to the Maritime & Coastguard Agency’s receiver of wreck,
Alison Kentuck, who then had to determine legal ownership of the bell and
make the decision about a permanent home for the bell. For a year it has been
on display in the Sea City museum in Southampton while ownership research was
undertaken and a permanent home was found.

Alison said: ‘In these cases I have to consider the merits of each
application to have the bell. But in the end, because this bell is such a
poignant part of South Africa’s history, it seemed only right to return it.

‘607 black troops from the South African native labour corps who set sail
from Cape Town just over a century ago, like so many others, never returned
home to their families.

‘It’s good to know that the Mendi bell is back in South Africa where it will
be able to provide a focal point of remembrance for the people of South
Africa and in particular the families of those who died.’

The SS Mendi sank on 21 February 1917 and 646 men drowned.

On 28 August the bell was presented to the President of South Africa by the
Prime Minister Theresa May at a ceremony in Cape Town.

News story: PM announces ambition for
UK to be largest G7 investor in Africa
by 2022

The government has set a new ambition for the UK to be the largest G7
investor in Africa by 2022, the Prime Minister has announced as part of a
visit to promote economic ties with the continent.

The ambition was announced alongside a range of measures to boost trade
between the UK and Africa and encourage UK investment in the region,
including the creation of a new Africa Investors Board.

The Prime Minister will use her visit to South Africa, Kenya and Nigeria to
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set the stage for an Africa Investment Summit to be held in the UK in 2019.
The major summit will bring together UK and African governments, alongside
major international investors to grow awareness of opportunities on the
continent and ensure progress toward the 2022 ambition.

The visit also saw the government commit to working more closely with African
nations and to increase in its presence across the continent — bringing in
trade experts, investment specialists, health and family planning
policymakers and cutting-edge climate researchers so we can work together to
deliver on our shared interests and find solutions to the world’s biggest
challenges.

Leading a business delegation as part of the Prime Minister’s visit, Trade
Minister George Hollingbery said:

The British business delegation here in Africa is telling me first-
hand that there is a massive appetite from our companies to invest
in Africa.

The opportunities for the UK in Africa, with its young and dynamic
population — set to make up a quarter of the world’s consumers by
2050 — are clear.

The UK wants to deepen and strengthen our partnerships with
countries across Africa to ensure that our mutually-beneficial
relations continue to go from strength to strength.

British investors are already amongst Africa’s most prolific. They are known
and respected for the quality of their investments, the innovation they bring
and their strong commitment to their local workforces. This week’s visit will
ensure trade between the UK and African nations, which already worth more
than £31 billion, continues to grow.
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including the creation of a new Africa Investors Board.

The Prime Minister will use her visit to South Africa, Kenya and Nigeria to
set the stage for an Africa Investment Summit to be held in the UK in 2019.
The major summit will bring together UK and African governments, alongside
major international investors to grow awareness of opportunities on the
continent and ensure progress toward the 2022 ambition.

The visit also saw the government commit to working more closely with African
nations and to increase in its presence across the continent — bringing in
trade experts, investment specialists, health and family planning
policymakers and cutting-edge climate researchers so we can work together to
deliver on our shared interests and find solutions to the world’s biggest
challenges.

Leading a business delegation as part of the Prime Minister’s visit, Trade
Minister George Hollingbery said:

The British business delegation here in Africa is telling me first-
hand that there is a massive appetite from our companies to invest
in Africa.

The opportunities for the UK in Africa, with its young and dynamic
population — set to make up a quarter of the world’s consumers by
2050 — are clear.

The UK wants to deepen and strengthen our partnerships with
countries across Africa to ensure that our mutually-beneficial
relations continue to go from strength to strength.

British investors are already amongst Africa’s most prolific. They are known
and respected for the quality of their investments, the innovation they bring
and their strong commitment to their local workforces. This week’s visit will
ensure trade between the UK and African nations, which already worth more
than £31 billion, continues to grow.

News story: UK Military Train 500
Somalians

British personnel have been delivering training to the Somalian National Army
(SNA) since January 2017, focussing on medical training, leadership
development, intelligence, equipment care, logistics and human rights.

Armed Forces Minister Mark Lancaster said:
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The training we have provided will help build a more stable and
prosperous Somalia.

The Somalian National Army have been motivated, keen to learn and
professional and we remain committed to their country’s
development.

The long-term aim of the programme is for Commanding Officers in the SNA to
take what they have learned and become self-sufficient in training their own
troops.

This training forms just part of the UK’s work in the country, the UK is also
the third-largest donor to the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM).

In 2017, it was announced that Somalia would be the beneficiary of £21million
in additional backing from the Conflict, Security and Stability Fund.

The UK is also supporting the development of a joint funding mechanism for
policing, which we have developed jointly with the EU.



