Press release: Highways England’s
regional control centre goes ‘open
house’

Highways England is throwing open the doors of its high-tech regional control
centre at Newton-le-Willows in Merseyside as part of a campaign to encourage
people to consider working for the organisation — including young people
thinking of engineering as a rewarding career.

As part of the national Year of Engineering initiative, the government
company — which operates England’s motorways and major A roads — is staging
the open day at the North West Regional Control Centre on Saturday 15
September to let people take a closer look at what really goes on behind the
scenes.

Some of the region’s traffic officers who featured in this year’s series of
Winter Road Rescue

The ticketed event is open to anyone who is interested in working for
Highways England. Visitors can find out how a motorway is run from the
control room, meet the traffic officers — some who may be familiar faces from
the Channel 5 documentary series Winter Road Rescue — meet some of the
project teams who carry out the engineering schemes and find out what
initiatives are being planned to improve road safety.

New tyre scanners will be among the road safety equipment on show at the open
day

Highways England operations manager Louise Boothman said:

As well as the obvious civil and electronics engineering jobs and
on road and control room traffic officer posts, Highways England
provides job opportunities across may different disciplines and we
have offices and outstations around the North West.

The theme of Year of Engineering is ‘take a closer look’ and our
open day at the control centre is the perfect opportunity for
anyone who is interested in applying for a job with us — including
budding engineers — to find out more. There really is something for
everyone at the event so I would encourage people to book onto 1 of
the 2 sessions we are planning — and to book early, as tickets are
limited.

During the open day, there will be a chance to look round one of the
company’s high visibility traffic officer vehicles, see the impact protection
vehicles that help protect road workers, and get a closer look of some of the
portable signage.
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Safer tyre scanners will be available to view as well as the opportunity to
talk to some of Highways England’s road safety partners who will have various
cars and motorbikes involved in road safety for visitors to take a look at.

There will be a guided tour and someone on hand to answer the various
questions people may have.

The event will be staged across 2 sessions — between 10am and 12.30pm and
between 1pm and 3.30pm. There will be spaces for 70 people on each session. A
waiting list will be set up if any further tickets become available. Anyone
wishing to book attendance at the event should visit this weblink at
Eventbrite.

Although the RCC opened in September 2005 at the launch of the North West
Traffic Officer Service, this will be its first ever public open day. The
building is situated alongside the southbound M6 just south of Haydock Island
at junction 23.

More information on Year of Engineering is available at:
www.yearofengineering.gov.uk.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Notice: SN15 5HH, Mr John Howat, Mrs
Christine Howat and Mr Ian Howat:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

e Operator name: Mr John Howat, Mrs Christine Howat and Mr Ian Howat
e Installation name: Upper Startley Farm
e Permit number: EPR/NP3131MZ/V003
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Press release: Reducing noise for
Wakefield residents

A new pioneering noise barrier which will improve the lives of residents
living next to the M1 at Wakefield will be installed later this year.

Living next to a motorway has its benefits, it makes it easier to access
surrounding towns and cities to visit friends and family, or commute to work,
but the noise of the motorway can be an issue for some communities.

The innovative design being installed at the Denby Dale junction has never
been used before in the UK. The barrier not only reduces noise but will also
act as a safety barrier.

Highways England’s project manager Sujad Hussain said:

There has been a long standing issue of noise from the motorway at
this location and by installing 4 sections of barrier we will be
able to improve noise levels for residents living nearby.

We are planning to start work in November but before then we will
be holding a drop in session in September for people to find out
more about the work. I would encourage people to come along and ask
the project team any questions they may have about the barrier and
the work that is planned.

Highways England is installing the barrier on 4 sections of the M1 at
junction 39: On the southbound carriageway and southbound entry slip road and
on the northbound carriageway and northbound exit slip road.

The barriers, 3 at 3 metres high and 1 at 1.85 metres, will be constructed
off site meaning there will be less chance of weather having an impact on the
work. It will also be safer as there will be fewer vehicles moving around the
work site.

During the work a 50mph speed restriction will be in place for safety
reasons. The hard shoulder and lane 1 on the main carriageways will be closed
along with lane 1 on the northbound exit and southbound entry slip roads so a
temporary safety barrier can be installed while the work is taking place. The
same slip roads will be closed overnight with clearly signed diversions in
place.

Anyone interested in the work can come along to a drop in event on Wednesday
5 September, 2pm-8pm in the Boardroom, second floor, Cedar Court Hotel, Denby
Dale Road, Calder Grove, Wakefield, WF4 3QZ
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The media is invited to attend the event between 2.30pm and 3pm. Please
confirm attendance with Highways England Media Relations Manager Michaela
Maunders on 07701295018.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer

News story: London market trader fined
for selling rotten fruit with
incorrect labelling

A London based market trader has been fined for displaying, offering for sale
and selling rotten fruit and vegetables that failed to meet the minimum
quality standards.

Brian Childs, a stallholder at Queens Market in Upton Park, London was fined
£1,998 at Thames Magistrates’ Court on 22 August 2018, following an
investigation by the Rural Payments Agency’s (RPA) Horticultural Marketing
Inspectors (HMI).

Mr Childs, who trades under the name of Jaqueline Childs, runs one of the
largest independent fruit and vegetable stalls within the purpose-built
indoor complex.

An HMI inspection found the stall selling rotten lettuce, plums and papaya,
while kakis and limes were being marketed with incorrect country of origin
labelling.

Peter Bainbridge, RPA Operations Director said:

The ultimate objective of the RPA’s Horticultural Marketing
Inspectors is to work closely with the fresh produce industry at
all times. They use face-to-face inspection as a means of providing
advice and guidance to help support retailers such as Mr Childs
understand the role that the marketing standards can play in adding
real value to their business.
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Unfortunately their advice is not always heeded by individuals and
businesses and when all other options are exhausted, the RPA will
resort to the use of criminal sanction to bring about a required
change in behaviour.

On top of the fine, HMI investigation costs of £2,049 were awarded, along
with victim surcharge, producing a total financial penalty of £4,138.

Background

e Horticultural Marketing Inspectors are part of the Rural Payments Agency
(RPA). The team is responsible for the enforcement of the EU marketing
standards for fresh fruit, vegetables, salad crops, nuts and cultivated
mushroom, throughout England and Wales, wherever fresh produce is grown,
imported, exported, bought or sold.

Speech: Prime Minister’s press
statement in Nairobi: 30 August 2018

Thank you, Mr President, for hosting me today, and for your very warm welcome
to Nairobi.

I'm delighted to be paying my first visit to Kenya — and indeed the first by
a British Prime Minister for 30 years.

Like the many thousands of British tourists who come here every year, I will
take away unforgettable memories of this country’s vibrancy and its beauty.

Kenya holds a special place in the hearts of the British people and our
countries share, as you have said, a long history that has left us deeply
connected to one another.

Indeed, it was here that our monarch learned she would become Queen.

But the relationship we hold is about much more than those deep historical
ties.

And today we have looked to the future and to a renewed partnership that will
unlock the incredible potential of the next generation to benefit both our
countries.

And we have agreed to build on the strong foundations of our relationship as
we step up our cooperation to secure the prosperity and security that our
people need and deserve.

We discussed today how the UK can work with you as you take forward your Big
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4 agenda to transform Kenya — aligning our expertise, our investment and our
aid behind that vision.

The UK is already the largest foreign investor in Kenya and I have set out
this week our ambition to be the G7's number one investor in Africa by 2022.

So as Britain prepares to leave the European Union we are committed to a
smooth transition that ensures continuity in our trading relationship with
Kenya, ensuring Kenya retains its duty-free, quota-free access to the UK
market. And to building on our strong trade and investment ties to create
even more opportunities for our businesses and for our consumers.

Mr President, yours is a country of huge opportunity, in a continent of
dynamic young people who have the potential to play a transformative role in
driving Africa’s growth in the years ahead.

Together we will make sure the next generation of energetic, ambitious
Kenyans can get good, well-paid jobs so they can contribute to Kenya’'s long-
term prosperity. That’s not just good for Kenya, it’'s good for the UK too.

And we’ll work with you and with governments across Africa to make sure your
young people have the skills that businesses on the continent need to drive
economic growth.

This is a partnership for opportunity but it'’s also a partnership for our
shared security and stability.

And today we discussed the work we’re doing together to make both our
countries — and the world — more secure. Already, British terrorists and
child abusers are in UK jails because of our cooperation.

This afternoon we have signed a new compact that will see us expand our joint
work on security even further.

The UK is no longer just training our own military in Kenya, but training
with Kenyans to promote stability in East Africa and beyond and to build the
continent’s capacity to overcome its own challenges and deliver its own
security.

Later today I will see our militaries training together in the techniques to
identify and destroy improvised explosive devices.

The UK continues to support the commitment of the brave Kenyan soldiers
fighting in Somalia against Al Shabaab. And I will announce a new package of
funding to support the African Union mission in Somalia.

Mr President, I was glad to hear you call for a transition from peacekeepers
to stronger Somali security forces. This is what the UK wants too, and as we
work towards this we are leading international efforts to ensure AMISOM has

the funding it needs to support its vital battle against terror.

We also spoke about the pernicious effects of corruption in Kenya. And I
welcome the commitment you have made to drive this vice from your country,



and we stand with you in this fight.

And today, as you’ve said, we signed an agreement to ensure that any proceeds
of corruption in Kenya that end up in the UK will be given back to the Kenyan
people and spent for their benefit.

I also welcome, Mr President, your commitment to political reconciliation in
this country. The UK stands ready to support an inclusive Building Bridges
process as you work to further strengthen your democracy and your
institutions.

Mr President, as I conclude my visit this week to some of the UK’s most
important African partners I have reflected on the role my country can play
in partnership with this vibrant continent in the future.

As I have said this week, I want to ensure that the UK’s relationship with
Kenya and with Africa is more and more about private investment, about doing
business and making the most of commercial opportunities together.

Here, as elsewhere in the continent, we are using our aid and our investment
partnerships to lift countries out of poverty, spread stability, and create
jobs and prosperity for the future.

The UK and Kenya are two strong, diverse countries. We are partners in the
Commonwealth, and global hubs — open to the world.

We thrive because of the entrepreneurship and innovation of our people, the
strength of our democracies and our shared values.

Our cooperation today makes our people safer, more prosperous and more secure
— here in Kenya, and in the UK.

Mr President, I will leave Nairobi excited by the huge opportunities of Kenya
and of this continent. And I look forward to working with you in the years
ahead for the benefit of both our countries.



