
Press release: Vehicle recyclers urged
to put fire prevention plans in place

With above average temperatures and slightly lower than average rainfall
likely over the next three months, the Environment Agency (EA) is warning of
an increased risk of fire at waste sites, particularly end of life vehicle
facilities, and urging operators to have Fire Prevention Plans (FPPs) in
place.

The warning follows a number of severe waste fires recently including an
incident which forced Coventry Airport to close temporarily and another fire
in Witney resulted in the public being warned of the potential for asbestos
debris being deposited.

Reports of fires at car breakers (end of life vehicle sites) has increased
steadily in recent years. In 2017 the EA received reports of 24 fires at end
of life vehicle sites and 21 reports in 2016.

The regulator is urging the operators to ensure they have FPP in place to
minimise the risk to the environment, local communities and workers on site.

Malcolm Lythgo, Head of Waste Regulation at the Environment Agency said:

Fires on waste sites, particularly sites handling hazardous
components, unfortunately happen all year round. However, dry, warm
weather conditions bring an increased risk.

It’s really important that those handling end of life vehicles have
Fire Prevention Plans in place and engage with the Environment
Agency for advice and support on keeping their sites safe. This is
not just good for businesses, but also helps to safeguard the
environment and surrounding communities.

The EA’s Fire Prevention Plan guidance seeks to minimise the likelihood of a
fire happening and advise on ways to minimise the spread of fire within the
site and to neighbouring sites.

There are simple steps that can be taken to prevent the causes of fires.
These include:

Disconnecting and removing batteries as soon as reasonably practical
after vehicles arrive on site, to reduce the risk of electrical short
circuits.
Using safe depollution equipment and storing fuel in containers designed
to store it.
Ensuring vehicles are fully depolluted before crushing and shredding.
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Enforcing a no smoking policy for both staff and customers,
Following the Environment Agency guidance and putting a Fire Prevention
Plan in place.

More information on FFPs is available on gov.uk

Press release: Report 14/2018:
Passenger trapped and dragged at
Notting Hill Gate station
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If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
enquiries@raib.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us
if you say what assistive technology you use.

Summary

At about 16:00 hrs on Wednesday 31 January 2018, a passenger became trapped
in the doors of a London Underground train as she attempted to board a
westbound Central line service at Notting Hill Gate station while the doors
were closing. The train departed and reached a maximum speed of 35 km/h
before the emergency brakes were applied and the train stopped. The passenger
was dragged for approximately 75 metres along the platform, and about 15
metres further into the tunnel. She suffered serious injuries and was taken
to hospital, where she was treated for about a month. She has since been
steadily recovering.

The accident occurred because the passenger’s bag became trapped in the doors
as she attempted to board the train, the train’s door control system did not
detect the presence of the bag trapped in the doors, and the train operator
was not aware of the trapped passenger before initiating the train’s
departure. It is likely that the train operator did not perceive the
passenger because of a number of interacting factors associated with the
nature of his task which caused him to not consciously process the available
information. The view on the in-cab CCTV monitor did not adequately assist
him to detect that a passenger was trapped in the doors and he relied on
other cues to depart rather than making a thorough check of the in-cab CCTV
monitor.

The investigation identified a probable underlying factor associated with
training programmes for train operators, concerning scanning techniques for
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in-cab CCTV monitors and awareness of the limitations of door-traction
interlocks.

Recommendations

The RAIB has made five recommendations and one learning point, all addressed
to London Underground. The recommendations concern the detection of objects
by the train’s door systems, how the design of the task, equipment and
training can influence train operators’ attention and awareness, and the use
of emergency stop facilities on platforms. While there is no evidence that
the train operator was impaired by drugs or alcohol, the learning point
concerns the importance of following procedures for drug and alcohol testing
where relevant.

Notes to editors

The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents1.
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.
RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.2.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure
that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.
For media enquiries, please call 01932 440015.3.

Newsdate: 3 September 2018

Notice: Competition guidance SBRI:
finding a solution to Hylobius abietis
in Scottish forestry

This is a Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) competition. It is open
to organisations of any type and size, from any sector. 100% funding is
available to successful applicants.

Please read the full competition scope before you make your application.
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News story: Digital Local Land Charges
Register goes live for Liverpool City
Council

HM Land Registry continues the digital transformation of homebuying through
its online Local Land Charges Register.

From 3 September 2018, anyone requiring Local Land Charges searches in the
local authority area of Liverpool City Council will need to get them from HM
Land Registry rather than going directly to the council.

Liverpool is the second local authority to migrate its Local Land Charges
data to the new national register following the launch of the service on 11
July 2018 with Warwick District Council.

HM Land Registry is working in partnership with several local authorities in
England this year to migrate their Local Land Charges data to a central,
digital register. Once migrated, anyone will be able to get instant online
search results via GOV.UK using the service: Search for Local Land Charges.

HM Land Registry’s business customers can use their existing portal and
Business Gateway channels or their usual search providers.

Customers will need to continue to submit CON29 enquiries to the local
authority.

HM Land Registry is leading the way in using digital technology to provide
quicker and simpler services for homebuyers.

For an overview of the service, watch our short video (1 minute 18 seconds).

watch our short video.

For more information, read about the Local Land Charges Programme.

Published 3 September 2018
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Press release: Cairncross seeks views
on threats to press

As the Cairncross Review heads to Brussels, polling has also revealed almost
half of British adults (47%) believe that the quality of news available has
declined in the last five years.

The fact-finding mission to Brussels, as part of the Review’s Call for
Evidence, will enable Chair Dame Frances Cairncross to explore threats to the
sustainability of the news industry as a Europe-wide problem.

Dame Frances Cairncross said:

The challenges facing the press are not unique to the UK and it is
vital that my Review listens to the experiences of other countries.
I look forward to learning more in Brussels about the questions
industry and policy makers are grappling with and the solutions
they are considering to ensure the future of the free press is
protected.

The independent review, commissioned by the Prime Minister in January, has
been tasked with looking at ways to safeguard the future of the UK’s free,
independent and high-quality news in the digital age.

Dame Frances will seek to understand what European governments are doing to
protect the creation and consumption of accurate and financially-sustainable
journalism and will speak to key stakeholders, including from the European
Publishers’ Council and representatives of the Digital Economy in the
European Commission.

With her final recommendations to Government and industry expected in the new
year, she is particularly keen to gauge views in Europe on the buying and
selling of advertising online and whether this could be made more
transparent, as well as the appetite in the EU for regulation to counter the
disrupting influence of online platforms on the press industry.

An online YouGov survey of British adults’ newspaper habits has found that
for the first time, more people are now regularly accessing content from
national newspapers online, through apps and websites, than in print (28% to
22%). It also revealed:

Two thirds (68%) of British online adults regularly access news through
the internet.
Almost half of those who regularly access news (47%) admit they are
accessing news in more ways now, compared to five years ago
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Almost a third (31%) of those who regularly access news said they pay
more attention to what they read in a printed newspaper than to news
they read online, although most (55%) say they pay the same level of
attention to both
TV and Radio remain the most popular platforms for accessing news – 58%
regularly access news from TV and 43% from Radio
This compares with 29% of adults online stating they access news through
social media feeds such as Facebook, Twitter, or Snapchat

The Review has previously highlighted how a quarter of all regional and local
newspapers have closed in the past decade. And while the survey results show
local or regional news is important to 76% of those who regularly access
news, just 13% of adults said they access news via a printed local or
regional newspaper, and 13% saying they access a local newspaper online.
However almost two thirds (61%) said enough local news was provided for them
where they live. This further emphasises the challenge posed to local
newspapers – there is a disconnect between those who think local news is
important, and those who seek out such news via a local paper.

The Review is calling for evidence and views from both consumers and the
industry itself on the issues under consideration, including how to create
and support the conditions that will enable high quality journalism to
continue and flourish.

Notes to Editors:

Any evidence or information can be submitted to the Cairncross Review1.
Secretariat at Cairncrossreview@culture.gov.uk or Cairncross Review
Secretariat, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 4th
floor, 100 Parliament Street, London, SW1A 2BQ. Responses will be
published in full or summary form unless explicitly flagged ‘not for
publication’, in which case they will be kept private.
All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. The total2.
sample size was 2020 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken between 23 – 24
August 2018. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been
weighted and are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+).


