
Press release: Winning bids to drive
millions of investment into Midlands

As the Board of Trade meets in Coventry today (Thursday 6 September),
International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox MP will announce 3 new High
Potential Opportunities (HPO) areas.

The Department for International Trade’s (DIT) global network – based in 177
cities around the world – will now contact investors to promote the
opportunities and attract top global investment into the Midlands.

The scheme, coordinated by DIT, identifies opportunities to attract foreign
direct investment into emerging sectors, regions and clusters – creating new
jobs and growth in every corner of the UK.

The recent round of successful HPO bids will see:

Leamington Spa’s gaming industry in Warwickshire bolstered
Leicestershire’s leading space sector strengthened through satellite
production and earth observation technologies
greater opportunities for Worcestershire technology companies to
increase and innovate their data security capabilities

The High Potential Opportunities Scheme is part of the International Trade
Secretary’s drive to secure new investment into the Midlands. Earlier this
year, Dr Fox announced more than £30 billion worth of investment-ready
projects, of which nearly £11 billion are in the Midlands.

International Trade Secretary and President of the Board of Trade Dr Liam Fox
MP said:

The High Potential Opportunities scheme will deliver growth where
it is most needed, ensuring that the benefits of global investment
are felt in every part of the UK. I am delighted to be able to
announce that Warwickshire, Leicestershire and Worcestershire have
all been successful in their bids.

My international economic department is very much looking forward
to working with local partners, including the Local Enterprise
Partnerships, on securing the right investment for these exciting
opportunities.

DIT works directly with companies in 60 countries around the world. Last
year, DIT supported 1,682 investment projects which created or safeguarded
81,206 jobs in the UK. Of this, 196 investment projects were supported across
the Midlands, safeguarding 298 local jobs.
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Whilst in Coventry, Dr Fox will also announce a second international trade
summer school, to run in summer 2019. This follows the success of this year’s
National Trade Academy Programme summer school. Applications will open in
February 2019.

Finally, Dr Fox will award 9 Board of Trade Awards (BOFTAs), to Midlands
companies for their excellence in international trade, demonstrating
innovation, creativity and entrepreneurialism.  

The BOFTA winners are: 

innovative clothing company worn by NASA astronauts – Armadillo Merino
specialist international SEO knowledge provider – Hallam Internet
medical firm Morningside Pharmaceuticals
manufacturer of gripping aids the Active Hands Group
health and beauty business Body Care Brand Development
crime response service provider Arquebus Solutions
incinerator manufacturer Addfield Environmental Systems
forensic, cyber and criminal intelligence company Forensic Pathways
additive technology firm Addmaster

Guidance: Approval process of oil
spill treatment products in the UK

Details of the approval process for oil spill treatment products to be added
to the UK approved products list, how to apply, what tests are required and
the fees payable

News story: Matt Hancock: new
technology is key to making NHS the
world’s best

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock will set out plans at the NHS
Expo in Manchester today to make the NHS an ecosytem for the best technology
available. These will build on the £20 billion long-term plan to transform
health and social care so it can improve treatment and deliver better care
for patients.

He will announce that the new NHS app will be piloted in 5 areas in England
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from next month, ahead of a national roll-out in December: Liverpool,
Hastings, Bristol, Staffordshire and South Worcestershire. Patients in these
areas will be able to download a test version of the app, allowing access to:

booking GP appointments
ordering repeat prescriptions
their medical record
111 online access for urgent medical queries
data sharing preferences
organ donation preferences
end-of-life care preferences

More than £200 million will also be invested to make a group of NHS trusts
into internationally recognised centres for technological and digital
innovation. The funding will support new Global Digital Exemplars in acute,
mental health, community and ambulance trusts in England to set a gold
standard of innovation for other services to follow.

Secretary of State will also announce the creation of the HealthTech Advisory
Board, chaired by Dr Ben Goldacre, which will report directly back to him. It
will highlight where change needs to happen, where best practice isn’t being
followed, and be an ideas hub for how to improve patient outcomes and
experience and make the lives of NHS staff easier.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock is expected to say:

I love the NHS. It’s been there for me – as it’s been there for us
all – at some of the most difficult moments in my life. The NHS has
saved the lives of my close family, and has cared for family and
friends in dire need.

I want the best for the NHS, and will do all I can to make that
happen. We are proposing to increase the NHS budget by £20 billion
a year, to guarantee the NHS for the long term. But money alone is
not enough. We need to make the most of that money.

Our hospitals operate dozens of systems each, that don’t talk to
each other. GPs, social care, pharmacies and community care are on
different systems. Systems crashing is a regular occurrence. The
social care system is not at all integrated, when its integration
is vital.

The NHS infrastructure is stronger and moving in the right
direction. Local pockets of brilliance shine out. The generic
technology available outside the NHS is a million times better. And
we have learned a huge amount about how to deliver cutting-edge
tech in very complicated settings with big legacy systems.

Now is the moment to put the failures of the past behind us, and
set our sights on the NHS being the most cutting-edge system in the
world for the use of technology to improve our health, make our
lives easier, and make money go further, harnessing the amazing



explosion of innovation that the connection of billions of minds
through digital technology has brought to this world.

News story: Exciting opportunity to
manage inshore fisheries and
conservation

The MMO is looking to recruit two members to the Devon and Severn Inshore
Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA).

Each IFCA needs members who will take a balanced approach to caring for our
seas, assessing the priority and importance of all users and stakeholders.
The Devon and Severn IFCA is seeking two proactive individuals with excellent
communication skills and a demonstrable ability to disseminate IFCA
regulations, policies and guidance through their network of contacts to serve
as a member. Applications will be particularly welcome from those with
experience in the recreational/commercial angling sector and/or commercial
fishing to help maintain balance of membership.

Andrew Wareing, Director of Business Development and Transformation for the
Marine Management Organisation, which is responsible for appointing local
people with relevant expertise to the IFCAs, said:

“These are rare, exciting opportunities for people with experience and a
passion for their inshore marine area to play a major part in shaping how
their local area is managed. If you want to make a positive difference and
help balance economic, social and environmental needs, we would be pleased to
hear from you.”

The deadline for applications is 12:00, Friday 28 September 2018.

The role is on a voluntary basis although relevant expenses may be
reimbursed.

More information on the vacancies and how to apply.

You can email ifcarecruitment@marinemanagement.org.uk or telephone 0208 225
6659 for more information.

Background

There are 10 IFCAs around the English coastline and they are responsible for
sustainably managing sea fisheries and conservation within 6 nautical miles
from shore. They have the power to make byelaws to protect resources and the
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environment in their area as well as also enforcing national and European
fisheries legislation.

IFCAs are either committees or joint committees of the local authorities that
fall within an IFC district. They are tasked with sustainably managing
inshore sea fisheries and conserving their local marine environment. They are
made up of representatives from local councils along with people from across
the different sectors that use or are knowledgeable about the inshore marine
area, such as commercial and recreational fishermen, environmental groups and
marine researchers, who offer their time voluntarily.

The Marine Management Organisation, Environment Agency and Natural England
also each has a statutory seat on the IFCA. Through their local management
and funding structures, IFCAs help put local councils, communities and
businesses, and individual citizens in the driving seat, allowing them to
play a bigger part in the protection and enhancement of their inshore marine
environment.

News story: Exciting opportunity to
manage inshore fisheries and
conservation

The MMO is looking to recruit two members to the Devon and Severn Inshore
Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA).

Each IFCA needs members who will take a balanced approach to caring for our
seas, assessing the priority and importance of all users and stakeholders.
The Devon and Severn IFCA is seeking two proactive individuals with excellent
communication skills and a demonstrable ability to disseminate IFCA
regulations, policies and guidance through their network of contacts to serve
as a member. Applications will be particularly welcome from those with
experience in the recreational/commercial angling sector and/or commercial
fishing to help maintain balance of membership.

Andrew Wareing, Director of Business Development and Transformation for the
Marine Management Organisation, which is responsible for appointing local
people with relevant expertise to the IFCAs, said:

“These are rare, exciting opportunities for people with experience and a
passion for their inshore marine area to play a major part in shaping how
their local area is managed. If you want to make a positive difference and
help balance economic, social and environmental needs, we would be pleased to
hear from you.”

The deadline for applications is 12:00, Friday 28 September 2018.
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The role is on a voluntary basis although relevant expenses may be
reimbursed.

More information on the vacancies and how to apply.

You can email ifcarecruitment@marinemanagement.org.uk or telephone 0208 225
6659 for more information.

Background

There are 10 IFCAs around the English coastline and they are responsible for
sustainably managing sea fisheries and conservation within 6 nautical miles
from shore. They have the power to make byelaws to protect resources and the
environment in their area as well as also enforcing national and European
fisheries legislation.

IFCAs are either committees or joint committees of the local authorities that
fall within an IFC district. They are tasked with sustainably managing
inshore sea fisheries and conserving their local marine environment. They are
made up of representatives from local councils along with people from across
the different sectors that use or are knowledgeable about the inshore marine
area, such as commercial and recreational fishermen, environmental groups and
marine researchers, who offer their time voluntarily.

The Marine Management Organisation, Environment Agency and Natural England
also each has a statutory seat on the IFCA. Through their local management
and funding structures, IFCAs help put local councils, communities and
businesses, and individual citizens in the driving seat, allowing them to
play a bigger part in the protection and enhancement of their inshore marine
environment.
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