Policy paper: Advice to Natural
England on setting minimum and maximum
numbers of badgers to be controlled in
2018

Defra’s advice to Natural England on setting the minimum and maximum numbers
of badgers to be controlled in licensed areas during 2018.

The advice covers the 21 existing areas and 11 new areas for 2018. It
includes a description of the methods used by Defra for estimating the badger
populations in these areas.

News story: Innovative ideas that
could grow the economy: apply for
funding

Innovate UK has up to £20 million for businesses with cutting-edge
technologies that could be turned into commercial products and services.

Projects can come from any area of technology, science or engineering and any
area of the economy including arts, design, media or creative industries.

They could fit in with the challenges that are part of the government’s
Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund.

Alternatively, a project could look at a completely different theme or topic,
so long as the idea is disruptive and ahead of anything else in the field.

A wide range of projects will be supported

Funding is available under Innovate UK’s open programme.

This programme is for different types of project, from short feasibility
studies to prototyping and longer research and development projects that take
ideas to the verge of commercialisation.

One of the businesses to previously get funding through the open programme is
Photocentric. The printer and resin manufacturer expects to sell over £8
million of its 3D printers and photopolymers by 2020 — all from an invention
that was a consequence of Innovate UK’s grant.
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Its outstanding achievement was recognised earlier this year when it won a
Queen’s Award for Enterprise for international trade.

Projects must demonstrate:

e a game-changing idea that could lead to new products, processes or
services

that they are significantly ahead of others in the field

a strong and deliverable business plan

e a team with the skills to deliver the project successfully and on time
awareness of the main risks they will face

practical financial plans and timelines

how they will deliver economic impact and growth

Competition information

e the competition opens on 24 September 2018, and the deadline for
applications is at midday on 14 November 2018

projects can be led by a business working alone or with partners or by a
research and technology organisation

all projects must include at least one SME

we expect projects to range in size between £25,000 and £2 million and
to last between 6 and 36 months

businesses could attract up to 70% of their project costs

News story: New form of leave for
children transferred during Calais
clearance to join family

The unique situation in Calais in 2016 led to the government taking decisive
action to remove vulnerable children from a dangerous situation where they
were at risk of violence, abuse and trafficking.

As part the UK's support for the clearance of the Calais camp, 769
unaccompanied children were transferred from France to the UK. 549 of these
children were transferred to reunite with family members already in the UK.

However, some of the children do not qualify for international protection
under existing immigration rules, but the government is clear that all those
transferred from Calais to reunite with their family members should be able
to remain here and that is why a new form of leave will be created.

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes said:
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We can be proud of our record of helping refugee and other
vulnerable children affected by conflict, violence and instability,
since the start of 2010 we have provided asylum or an alternative
form of protection to over 31,000 children.

I am determined that we continue in these efforts and that is why
we are introducing a new form of leave, exclusively for children
brought to the UK from the Calais camp, so that they can continue
rebuilding their lives with their families in the UK.

Calais Leave will grant those who qualify the right to study, work, access
public funds and healthcare, and apply for settlement after ten years.

It will only be available to those brought over as part of the Calais
clearance exercise between October 2016 and July 2017, who were under the age
of 18 at this time, and who had recognised family ties in the UK.

Subject to Parliamentary procedure, this rule change will take effect in the
autumn of 2018.

News story: Call for evidence: A re-
inspection of the Home Office's
application of the good character
requirement.

The Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration (ICIBI) has begun
work on a re-inspection of the Home Office’s application of the good
character requirement in the case of young persons who apply for registration
as British citizens, the report for which was published in July 2017.

The re-inspection will focus on 4 key areas:-

1. the progress made towards the implementation of both of the accepted
recommendations

2. the impact on applicants of any delay to the implementation

3. the extent of Home Office communications regarding the registration
process, internally with decision makers and externally with
stakeholders and applicants

4. in light of recent events, an inspection to cover the Home Office’s
handling of applications from children of nationals from the A8
countries whose GBR passport renewal was refused

The evidence gathering process for this inspection has started and the
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Inspectorate’s established stakeholders will shortly be asked for their
input. However, to further inform the re-inspection, the ICIBI is keen to
receive written evidence from applicants, guardians, representatives and
others with any relevant knowledge, expertise or first-hand experience
relating to the 4 areas under consideration.

Please note that the ICIBI does not investigate individual cases or
complaints, and is not empowered to overturn Home Office decisions.
Information about how to make a complaint can be found on the Home Office
website.

Please submit your evidence by close of business on Thursday 4 October 2018.

Please email the Chief Inspector: chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk

or write to

Good Character Reinspection — Call for Evidence
ICIBI

5th Floor

Globe House

89 Eccleston Square

London SW1V 1PN

Statement to Parliament: Minister
Eustice Oral Statement on Scallops

Mr Speaker I wish to take this opportunity to update the House on recent
developments regarding the scallop fishery in the Bay de Seine following
altercations that occurred on the 27 August. Any violence taking place is
unacceptable and the safety of our fishing fleet is paramount. Subsequent
negotiations have regrettably not resulted in an agreement.

The scallop fishery is not governed by the quota regime that pertains for
most fin fish species but instead by the Western Waters Regime which places
limitations on effort for larger vessels over 15 metres. Vessels over 15
metres in size are limited by the number of kilowatt days they spend at sea
and these units of effort are tradeable between producer organisations in
much the same way that quota is. Vessels of under 15 metres in length are not
subject to the Western Waters Regime and do not require an effort allocation.

The background to the current dispute is that French domestic law requires
that French vessels cannot trawl scallops between 15 May and 31 October, at
the latest, partly to protect the species during their seeding season and
partly to maximise the scallops’ economic value. Preserving the
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sustainability of our stocks is important — between May and June UK fishermen
refrain from fishing in the area to avoid the scallop gestation period. These
domestic French rules do not apply to other EU Member States.

The French have recognised the UK industry’s legal right to fish in the Bay
of Seine. UK fishermen have a smaller allocation of scallop fishing effort
under the Western Waters Regime due to historic allocation methodologies. UK
fishermen are allocated 3,3 million KW days and French fishermen are
allocated 7,4 million KW days. As a result, since 2013, the fishery in Bay de
Seine has been subject to an industry agreement. UK 15 metre and over scallop
fishing industry have agreed to voluntarily observe this non-trawling season
in the English Channel — including in the Bay of Seine — in exchange for more
fishing effort from France. The agreement has never applied to the under 15
metre fleet since they do not benefit from the inward transfer of effort.

The agreement that has been in place for five years broke down this year
because the French industry insisted that the under 15 metre fleet be
included in the voluntary agreement. The UK industry was unable to carry the
under 15 metre fleet with such an agreement since under 15 metre vessels
would receive nothing in return. As a result, no agreement was reached in
2018.

On 27 August there were altercations between UK and French scallop fishers in
the Bay of Seine. Some 35 French boats confronted a smaller number of UK
vessels with reports of rocks and smoke bombs being hurled at UK mariners.

The incidents of 27 August occurred as a result of French industry’s
continued frustration at not being able to fish in the Bay of Seine while UK
vessels were able to do so following the failure to reach a voluntary
agreement.

It must be stressed that the UK vessels were not contravening any French, or
EU, law in fishing in those waters at that time. The UK vessels were
operating in an area where they were legally entitled to fish. The area is
outside French territorial waters — that is to say beyond 12 nautical miles.

Under the Common Fisheries Policy, the vessels of EU Member States have the
right to fish in each other’s Exclusive Economic Zones (that’'s the waters
between 12-200 nautical miles offshore). It is then the responsibility of
each country to control the activities taking place in their waters.
Therefore, we look to the French authorities to protect our fishermen and
their vessels if they chose to fish legally in French waters. Our analysis of
vessel monitoring information from 27 August showed that there were 16
vessels in the area from England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Since the night the incidents took place, UK vessels have voluntarily chosen
to stay away from the Bay of Seine while discussions to resolve the issue are
ongoing. Vessels have tended instead to fish in grounds to the east.

The Fisheries Protection Squadron has been kept informed of developments. The
Fisheries Protection Vessel, HMS Mersey, has been in the waters of the south
coast since the incident took place.



Fisheries Protection Vessels operate within UK waters that is the area out to
200 nautical miles from shore or the median line. The vessels are unable to
enter the waters of another country without invitation except in very limited
circumstances — the protection of safety of life at sea in the event of there
being a threat to life or the right of innocent passage enabling vessels to
transit through an area without interference.

As the Bay of Seine is in the French Exclusive Economic Zone enforcement and
the safety of vessels in those waters is the responsibility of the French
authorities.

What action we have taken

The UK Government has been proactive in supporting industry in trying to
secure an acceptable solution for both sides.

Immediately after the incidents on the 27 August, my officials convened a
meeting in London. UK and French officials and UK and French industry
representatives met in London on 5 September.

There was initial success in the talks. It was decided to renew the previous
agreement involving the UK 15m and over vessels as long as the under 15m
fleet could also be brought into a deal. This was agreed in principle,
subject to further discussion about a reasonable compensation package. The
agreement was that there would be an inward transfer of quota for other
species from the French industry to the UK industry which could then be
leased to create financial compensation for the scallop vessels affected.

The details of that package were discussed, again between UK and French
officials and UK and French industry, in Paris on 7 September. Progress was
made around the dates that the fishery could be open. However, the
compensation sought by the industry for loss of earnings during the period
that it was unable to fish in the Bay of Seine was significantly different to
the proposals made by the French industry.

Minister Travert and I discussed the progress of the negotiations twice,
including on the evening of 7 September.

Since our call, UK and French officials have shared their analysis this week
and held discussions on Tuesday. There was a greater understanding of the
UK’s evidence. However, the offer made by French industry remained unchanged
from that discussed in Paris on Friday.

UK industry does not believe that the compensation package proposed by the
French fishing industry provides sufficient recompense for their projected
loss of earnings and has therefore rejected it on that basis. The French
industry are currently unwilling to accept an offer to put back in place the
agreement that has applied to the over 15 metre fleet for a number of years.
As a result the talks have broken down and there remains no agreement at all.



Next steps

I have today written to Minister Stephane Travert to express my
disappointment on not reaching an agreement. The UK government has offered to
assist French enforcement authorities with MMO personnel should they want to
consider joint operations given the risk of further altercations.

I have also asked the French government to consider the alternative options
available to them. Firstly, it seems to me that putting back in place the
agreement for the over 15 metre fleet which has stood the test of time over
the last five years would be preferable to no agreement at all and I hope
that the French industry will reconsider their position in this regard.

Secondly, it is open to the French government to lift the domestic
restrictions they have in place earlier than they normally in order to
address concerns that their industry have expressed about the lack of a level
playing field.

The UK industry is legally allowed to fish in the Bay of Seine. They have
shown commendable restraint during the negotiations and I welcome their
cooperation and understanding.

It is for the industry to decide where they fish as long as it is done
legally. In my letter to Minister Travert I have emphasised the absolute need
for safety to remain paramount.

I hope a mutually beneficial outcome might still be agreed between the two
industries but in the meantime we stand ready to offer what assistance the
French government may wish to consider.



