
News story: British companies get
green light to press ahead with new
Army vehicle plans, Defence Minister
announces

The Army intends to make an initial purchase of over 500 Boxer vehicles, and
the Defence Minister has today announced that British suppliers have been
given the green light to bring forward concrete plans for the project, which
is set to support at least 1,000 UK jobs.

Artec, the consortium who lead on the production of the troop carriers, have
been given the go-ahead to invite industry to bring forward actual
contractible proposals for work on the vehicles. A big step towards making a
purchase, the news means that Artec will now ramp up work to complete their
supplier selection process before returning to the MOD with a formal proposal
next year.

The Defence Minister made the announcement whilst speaking at DVD2018 at
Millbrook Proving Ground in Bedfordshire, which showcases equipment and
technology for the British Army and is one of the biggest land equipment
events in the world.

Speaking at the event, Defence Minister Stuart Andrew said:

A new 8×8 armoured vehicle is a key part of our British Army’s
future, and today marks a big step towards equipping our soldiers
with this brand-new troop carrier. British companies are stepping
up to the plate yet again for a project which could support up to
1,000 jobs across the country, and it is great to give industry the
green light to now pull together a full plan of action. I am
looking forward to pressing ahead with negotiations in our pursuit
of a vehicle which works best for the Army, the taxpayer and
British industry.
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The MOD announced that the British Army had re-joined the Boxer programme
back in March, as it looks to modernise its vehicle fleet and meet the
Mechanised Infantry Vehicle (MIV) requirement, which is central to the Army’s
plans for fast-moving ‘strike brigades’.

Artec will now complete supplier selection and confirm their proposal to
manufacture and support Boxer in the UK, offering new opportunities to
British suppliers for what is set to be their largest single order.
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The UK played a major role in the original design, development and testing of
the Boxer, and would reassume the rights it had as a project partner if a
deal was to go through – allowing the option for the vehicle to be built and
exported from the UK.

Artec has already made commitments to UK industry by signing partnership
agreements with various British companies in anticipation of a deal being
struck, whilst there are a number of British firms which already supply
systems for the vehicle, which is already in service with the Netherlands,
Lithuania and Germany.
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The MOD conducted a comprehensive market analysis of Mechanised Infantry
Vehicles in service, entering service and in development. The analysis was
guided by the British Army’s requirements and how best to deliver them. The
Boxer delivered on protected mobility, capacity, flexibility, utility and
agility. The first vehicles are set to be in-service by 2023.

Production of the £4.5 billion Ajax family of armoured vehicles is already
ramping up, and they are set to enter service in 2020. The Defence Minister
also revealed today that Lockheed Martin UK has successfully delivered the
first eight production turrets to Ajax’s prime contractor, General Dynamics
Land Systems.

Lockheed Martin UK is under contract to manufacture, test and certify 245
turrets for the reconnaissance variant of the Ajax fleet at its multi-million
pound Ampthill site, which is just a five minute drive from the testing
centre which hosts DVD.

Welcoming the news, Defence Minister Stuart Andrew said:

Ajax is the UK’s biggest order of armoured vehicles in a
generation, supporting thousands of jobs across the country and
modernising our frontline fleet. Having been expertly produced just
a few miles away in the same county, it is apt that this first
batch of turrets have been delivered in time for Bedfordshire’s
Army showcase, marking another step towards bringing these vehicles
onto the battlefield.

Defence Minister Stuart Andrew addresses the crowd at DVD18. Crown copyright.

While at the show the Minister also revealed that the MOD has recently taken
delivery of the 200th Cased Telescope cannon – the innovative weapon,
developed between UK and French industry, which will provide the stopping
power for the armed Ajax variant, as well as the upgraded Warrior vehicle
being developed through an MOD Capability Sustainment Programme.

DVD is the premier defence land equipment event in the UK and one of the
biggest of its type in the world. Attending UK companies ranged from SMEs to



larger suppliers. Manufacturers marking recent export successes at the show
included QinetiQ which has won two contracts to supply armoured vehicle drive
and suspension systems for the US Office of Naval Research.

Press release: Minister for Europe
visits Serbia

In Belgrade, the Minister has today met with Prime Minister Brnabic and
Foreign Minister Dacic to discuss bilateral relations and regional security,
and with Serbia’s Minister for European Integration Joksimovic to express the
importance of reform and UK’s support to Serbia’s EU path.

Sir Alan has also had the opportunity to meet leading figures in the non-
governmental sector, and to showcase the British Council’s flagship project
on digital education and creative programming for school children in the
region.

Ahead of the visit, Sir Alan said:

I am pleased to visit Serbia for the second time, almost three
months after the Western Balkans Summit in London.

The UK and Serbia have a historic and dynamic relationship reaching
back over 180 years and I look forward to strengthening that
relationship further.

The UK supports Serbia’s path towards the European Union and we
continue to support them in the implementation of necessary reforms
which will increase Serbia’s stability and prosperity and improve
the lives of its citizens.

The commitment of the Serbian Government to normalising relations
with Pristina is welcomed. We stand ready to offer support in
reaching a sustainable deal that enhances stability in the region.

http://www.government-world.com/press-release-minister-for-europe-visits-serbia/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-minister-for-europe-visits-serbia/


Further information

Published 19 September 2018

Press release: Boaters reminded –
register your vessel or pay the price

All were prosecuted for keeping their unregistered boats on the River
Great Ouse
They’ve been ordered to pay more than £6,500
It brings the total of avoided registration charges recovered by the
Agency to £129,000

Register your boat or face thousands of pounds in penalties – that’s the
message from the Environment Agency for boat owners flouting the law.

The warning comes as 7 boaters have been forced to forfeit more than £6,500
between them for failing to register their vessels for use on the River Great
Ouse.

Boat owners are legally required to register any vessel they keep, use, or
let for hire on Environment Agency waterways, and to clearly display a valid
registration plate. Not doing so can result in penalties including fines and
a criminal record.

Lee Eastwood, residing on the Lowena Dew moored at Downham Market, Paul Dale
of Tunstall Terrace in Darlington, Darren Beacroft of Mason Gardens in Kings
Lynn, Paul Danahar of Ramsey Road in St Ives, Trevor Hewitt of Railway Road
in Downham Market, Terry Whitnall of Pitmansfield in Harlow, and Jessica
Ibbotson of Spencer Road in Bedford have each been given 28 days to pay up.

The cases were proved at Cambridge Magistrates’ Court on 23 August, except
for Mr Eastwood’s case which was proved at Kings Lynn on the same day, and Ms
Ibbotson’s case which was proved at Luton Magistrates’ Court on 28 August.

Mr Eastwood was ordered to pay £608.79, Mr Dale £878.71, Mr Beacroft £472.49,
Mr Danahar £978.98, Mr Whitnall £1,079.99, Ms Ibbotson £535.50, and Mr Hewitt
– who owned 2 of the unregistered vessels – had to pay £1,990.99.

So far this year, the Environment Agency has recovered £129,000 in avoided
registration charges – funds which are reinvested into maintaining, improving
and protecting waterways.

Nathan Arnold, Waterways team leader at the Environment Agency, said:
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Our waterways are part of our nation’s rich heritage and beauty,
and they contribute to our environment, our health and wellbeing,
and our economy.

But boaters who break the law by not registering their boats are
putting the future of these historic and precious waterways at risk
– so we won’t hesitate to take action against them.

As well as not contributing their fair share towards the upkeep of waterways,
unregistered boats can be unsafe, hazardous to other river users and a
pollution risk to the local environment and wildlife.

The Environment Agency looks after 353 miles of navigable waterways in the
Anglian network, which includes the Ancholme, Black Sluice, Glen, Welland,
Nene, Great Ouse and Stour, as well as associated locks and navigation
facilities like moorings, showers and toilets.

More information about boating and waterways, including registering vessels,
is available from the Environment Agency. If you suspect a boat is illegal,
please contact the EA on 03708 506 506 or email
waterways.enforcementanglian@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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More information about boating and waterways, including registering vessels,
is available from the Environment Agency. If you suspect a boat is illegal,
please contact the EA on 03708 506 506 or email
waterways.enforcementanglian@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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