Press release: Continuity of planning
(environmental) requirements when the
UK leaves the European Union

The government has today (24 October 2018) published statutory instruments in
relation to environmental assessments and the planning regime.

These instruments make no substantive changes of policy, but when the UK
leaves the European Union (EU) these instruments will ensure the continued
smooth operation of the following regimes relating to the environment and the
planning system:

e Environmental Impact Assessment — which aims to ensure that
environmental considerations are taken into account at the development
consent stage of the planning process

e Strategic Environmental Assessment — which aims to ensure that
environmental considerations are taken into account at the strategic
plan-making stage of the planning process

e Hazardous Substances Regulations — these ensure that the objectives of
preventing major accidents, and limiting the consequences of such
accidents, are taken into account in land-use planning

These instruments also make a small number of amendments to other planning
legislation, for example where there are references to obligations in EU law
which are redundant or no longer appropriate.

The amendments in these instruments:

e will ensure that these regimes will continue to operate as they did
before the date we leave the EU

e will not be retrospective, and so there will be no need to re-examine
any decisions made before our EU exit purely as a result of these
changes

We have also taken this opportunity to bring up to date some references to
other legislation. Those provisions come into force on 31 December 2018. All
other provisions come into force at the point the UK leaves the European
Union on 29 March 2019.

Before these statutory instruments are formally laid in Parliament, they have
to go through a sifting process. A new committee in the House of Commons and
the Secondary Legislation Scrutiny Committee in the House of Lords will
consider the suitability of the relevant procedure.
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The UK government is committed to maintaining the highest environmental
standards after we leave the EU, and will continue to uphold international
obligations through multilateral environmental agreements.

Further information

See the statutory instruments that the government has laid:

e Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous Planning (Amendment) (EU
Exit) Requlations 2018

e Planning (Hazardous Substances and Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2018

The UK government has also laid a statutory instrument which applies in
Northern Ireland.

The negative parliamentary procedure is proposed for these statutory
instruments. Negative SIs do not need active approval by Parliament. They
will automatically come into effect as law unless either House stops (annuls)
them within a fixed period after they have been laid (usually 40 sitting
days).

The UK will leave the EU at 1llpm on 29 March 2019.
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News story: Campaign launched in Luton
to unite town and tackle extremism

Luton in Harmony and Luton Borough Council, in partnership with Building a
Stronger Britain Together, have today (Wednesday 24 October 2018) announced
the launch of ‘Many Voices, One Town’, a campaign showcasing how young
Lutonians are leading the way in celebrating the town.

The campaign was launched at the UK Centre for Carnival Arts by Lloyd Denny,
Chair of Luton in Harmony, Councillor Hazel Simmons, Leader of Luton Borough
Council and Baroness Williams, Minister for Countering Extremism.

It featured the stories of seven inspiring young people talking about the
pride they have in Luton, and how they each contribute to the town. By
telling these stories, Many Voices, One Town hopes to inspire more local
people to think about and celebrate what makes Luton great.

Working in partnership with organisations, schools and communities —
including Luton Town Football Club — across Luton, the campaign celebrates
the town’s many voices, demonstrating how they come together to create a town
people can be proud of.

Many Voices, One Town builds on commitments from the government, Luton in
Harmony and Luton Borough Council to work in partnership with individuals and
organisations to build more cohesive and resilient communities and make a
stand against extremism in all its forms.

At the launch of Many Voices, One Town, Lloyd Denny, Chair of Luton in
Harmony, spoke about how young people are crucial part of the success of
Luton, using art, culture, education and sport to celebrate the area.

LLoyd Denny said:
Luton is a town that has so much to offer and its young people have
a huge part to play in that.

Through arts, culture, education and sport these young people
demonstrate that it doesn’t matter where you are from, rather it is
that diversity that makes Luton such a wonderful and unique place.
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I am therefore optimistic that we as a town will continue to build
on our past, enjoy the present and embrace the future.

Over the coming months, the campaign will also be supported by initiatives
run with schools and local groups in Luton working with young people and the
wider community. These include:

e Advocacy Academy — facilitating a leadership programme which will equip
teachers and youth workers to help young Lutonians build resilience and
find a voice

e Revoluton Arts — creating a collaborative artistic project in a central
Luton location that will bring young people from different backgrounds
together to celebrate the town

e Wicketz — a programme that will use sport to bring young people together
and provide the opportunity to learn important skills for the workplace

e Luton Town FC Community Trust — a community competition that will
combine art and football, giving young Lutonians the opportunity to
design their own training shirt

e Luton Irish Forum — a citizenship programme for ten young Lutonians to
make a positive difference in their community

e Safer Luton Partnership — an organisation that will help young people
learn about other cultures through their ‘Day in the Life’ programme

Baroness Williams, Minister for Countering-Extremism said:

Building a Stronger Britain Together is about communities coming
together to show they are united in our shared values and directly
challenge the misguided attempts by those who sow the seeds of
division in our communities or promote extremist views.

I’'ve seen the passion young people of Luton have for their
community and Many Voices, One Town will show what it is that makes
the town great.

Press release: Uncooperative illegal
waste carrier fined after getting his
wish for day in court

A Newark man has been fined for transporting waste without the proper
licence.
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Press release: FCO statement on UN
action against breaching sanctions on

North Korea

-" E|

i ===

An FCO spokesperson said:

The UK welcomes the announcement by the UN’s 1718 Committee that it
has listed three vessels for engaging in sanctions evasion. The
vessels, the Shang Yuan Bao, New Regent and Kum Un San 3, are
subject to deflagging and a port entry ban. Their activity
demonstrates that North Korea continues to flout UN sanctions
through prohibited ship-to-ship transfers.

The UK is contributing to the enforcement of UN sanctions through
monitoring and surveillance activities to detect and prevent
illicit ship-to-ship transfers in partnership with Australia,
Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand and the United States.

We are also concerned that recent US assessments indicate that
North Korea has breached the UN-mandated cap on imports of refined
petroleum through illicit transfers and we therefore call on all
Member States to halt all sales and transfers of refined petroleum
to North Korea.

Full enforcement of UN sanctions is vital to ensure we achieve the
goal of complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation of
North Korea as agreed by the UN Security Council.

Further information

Published 24 October 2018
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Press release: FCO statement on UN
action against North Korea sanctions
breaches

An FCO spokesperson said:

The UK welcomes the announcement by the UN’s 1718 Committee that it
has listed three vessels for engaging in sanctions evasion. The
vessels, the Shang Yuan Bao, New Regent and Kum Un San 3, are
subject to deflagging and a port entry ban. Their activity
demonstrates that North Korea continues to flout UN sanctions
through prohibited ship-to-ship transfers.

The UK is contributing to the enforcement of UN sanctions through
monitoring and surveillance activities to detect and prevent
illicit ship-to-ship transfers in partnership with Australia,
Canada, France, Japan, New Zealand and the United States.

We are also concerned that recent US assessments indicate that
North Korea has breached the UN-mandated cap on imports of refined
petroleum through illicit transfers and we therefore call on all
Member States to halt all sales and transfers of refined petroleum
to North Korea.

Full enforcement of UN sanctions is vital to ensure we achieve the
goal of complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation of
North Korea as agreed by the UN Security Council.

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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