
News story: Minister Adams honours
courageous Armed Forces at his first
official engagement in Wales.

At his first official engagement as UK Government Minister for Wales, Nigel
Adams will mark the bravery and commitment of our servicemen and women, past
and present at the opening of the Welsh National Field of Remembrance at
Cardiff Castle today (Wednesday 7 November).

Paying tribute to those who have fought and continue to do so, Mr. Adams will
deliver a reading and plant a wooden cross bearing his own personal tribute
to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.

UK Government Minister for Wales, Nigel Adams said:

In this centenary year it is more important than ever that we pause
to think of every man and woman who has lived, fought and died
defending our freedom. That is why I urge people from communities
all over Wales to come together at this significant time of
remembrance to ensure that the sacrifices made by our servicemen
and women, and continue to make, are not forgotten.

“It is with great honour that I pay my personal tributes to those
courageous men and women who have pledged their lives to the
service of our country today, your commitment and bravery does not
go unnoticed.”
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Remembrance

At his first official engagement as UK Government Minister for Wales, Nigel
Adams will mark the bravery and commitment of our servicemen and women, past
and present at the opening of the Welsh National Field of Remembrance at
Cardiff Castle today (Wednesday 7 November).

Paying tribute to those who have fought and continue to do so, Mr. Adams will
deliver a reading and plant a wooden cross bearing his own personal tribute
to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.

UK Government Minister for Wales, Nigel Adams said:

In this centenary year it is more important than ever that we pause
to think of every man and woman who has lived, fought and died
defending our freedom. That is why I urge people from communities
all over Wales to come together at this significant time of
remembrance to ensure that the sacrifices made by our servicemen
and women, and continue to make, are not forgotten.

“It is with great honour that I pay my personal tributes to those
courageous men and women who have pledged their lives to the
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Press release: Government increases
funding for rape and sexual abuse
victims

rape support centres to benefit from greater financial security and
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stability
five Police and Crime Commissioners to be given full control of devolved
funding
funding for victim support services has doubled since 2012/13 to £96
million

Specialist rape and sexual abuse support services will receive a £800,000
(10%) boost to help more victims across England and Wales under government
plans announced today (Wednesday 7 November 2018).

Over 150,000 sexual offences were recorded by police last year with 1 in 5
women having experienced some type of sexual assault in their lifetime and a
200 per cent increase in the number of men and boys accessing support*.

The additional funding – now totalling £24 million over the next 3 years –
will go towards vital services providing advice, support and counselling to
help victims cope with and, as far as possible, recover from these
devastating crimes. It will also increase the resilience of the wider sector
supporting vulnerable individuals to provide timely, wrap-around support.

In addition, dedicated support organisations will now benefit from longer-
term funding with government extending the funding period from 1 to 3 years.
Ministers have acted to provide support organisations with greater stability
and security to ensure they can focus on delivering their essential services.

Justice Minister Edward Argar said:

Rape and sexual violence are devastating crimes, so I am encouraged
that more victims are coming forward to get the support they need.

By providing additional and longer-term funding we are ensuring
that victims can access these vital practical and emotional
services, so that fewer are left to suffer in silence.

Today’s announcement builds on the government’s commitment to further devolve
justice powers. Five Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) (Greater London,
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hampshire and Nottinghamshire) are to be given full
commissioning responsibilities for sexual violence and abuse services as
government recognises the importance of identifying local need when providing
support.

In 2018/19 the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) allocated around £7.2 million
towards independent, specialist support to female and male victims of sexual
violence, including victims of child sexual abuse. This will now increase to
£8 million annually over the next three years and is part of £96 million
funding towards victim support services which has doubled since 2012/13.

Faye Maxted OBE, Chief executive of the Survivors Trust, said:

The announcement of this funding is very welcome and the fact that



it will be awarded for a three-year period will allow specialist
agencies to plan ahead and feel some security in offering support
for victims and survivors. Rape and sexual abuse can have a
devastating impact on someone’s life, affecting their health and
wellbeing for years and impacting on their ability to live a
fulfilling and happy life. Security and safety are such vital
elements in recovery for victims and survivors and this means that
specialist support agencies themselves need to be sure the services
they offer are well supported too.

Duncan Craig, CEO of Survivors Manchester & Co-Founder of Male Survivors
Partnership, and survivors of childhood sexual abuse:

The government’s announcement of the investment it’s making in
tackling rape and sexual abuse is more than welcome. Increasing the
amount of money available for organisations to access and extending
the grants to three years gives a clear message that the Minister
is taking our needs as survivors seriously. Organisations like
mine, those members of networks such as Male Survivors Partnership
or Rape Crisis England and Wales are struggling to meet the
increasing demand on our services from people who often, are
speaking out for the first time. This announcement feels like help
is on its way and gives me hope that we will be able to not only
continue to provide the support services to men and women, boys and
girls who have been sexually violated, but in doing so give people
hope that healing is possible.

Katie Russell at Rape Crisis England & Wales said:

Demand for independent, specialist sexual violence and abuse
support services is at unprecedented levels and continues to rise
each year.

In 2017-18, our member Rape Crisis Centres provided over 650,000
sessions of specialist support, counselling and advocacy to more
than 78,000 victims and survivors of child sexual abuse, rape and
all forms of sexual violence.

This is the only dedicated, central government funding for sexual
violence and abuse organisations and recognises the significant
need for these vital services, and the considerable expertise and
experience of our specialist sector.

Three-year core grants also provide some much-needed stability for
centres like ours, enabling them to focus more energy on service
delivery and further development, and less on survival.

APCC Victims Lead, Dame Vera Baird QC said:



I welcome the 10% increase, and it is particularly positive that
funding for rape support will now be for a three-year period.
Longer-term funding will provide these vital organisations with the
stability they require, and free them from the burden of making
fresh bids every year, so they can devote their time and resources
on better serving victims.

Notes to editors

A grant funding competition will allow providers to compete for grant
funding for 3 years, rather than the one-year grants previously awarded,
providing greater long-term security.
MOJ funding for victim support services has almost doubled since 2012/13
(by increasing revenue raised from offenders). This year, we plan to
spend about £96 million on these services.
MOJ provides a contribution to 97 rape support services across England
and Wales and the level of grant funding varies. In 2018/19 we allocated
around £7.2 million to these centres to provide independent, specialist
support to female and male victims of sexual violence, including victims
of child sexual abuse. This will now increase to £8 million annually.
In 2018/19 we allocated Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) around £68
million funding to locally commission emotional and practical support
services for victims of crime as they are best placed to respond to
local need.
In 2017/18 PCCs reported spending £8.40 million from the MOJ grant in
supporting victims of sexual violence and abuse and £4.86m supporting
victims of child sexual abuse (recent and non-recent)
*The Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that 20% of women and
4% of men have experienced some type of sexual assault since the age of
16, equivalent to an estimated 3.4 million female victims and 631,000
male victims.
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Specialist rape and sexual abuse support services will receive a £800,000
(10%) boost to help more victims across England and Wales under government
plans announced today (Wednesday 7 November 2018).

Over 150,000 sexual offences were recorded by police last year with 1 in 5
women having experienced some type of sexual assault in their lifetime and a
200 per cent increase in the number of men and boys accessing support*.

The additional funding – now totalling £24 million over the next 3 years –
will go towards vital services providing advice, support and counselling to
help victims cope with and, as far as possible, recover from these
devastating crimes. It will also increase the resilience of the wider sector
supporting vulnerable individuals to provide timely, wrap-around support.

In addition, dedicated support organisations will now benefit from longer-
term funding with government extending the funding period from 1 to 3 years.
Ministers have acted to provide support organisations with greater stability
and security to ensure they can focus on delivering their essential services.

Justice Minister Edward Argar said:

Rape and sexual violence are devastating crimes, so I am encouraged
that more victims are coming forward to get the support they need.

By providing additional and longer-term funding we are ensuring
that victims can access these vital practical and emotional
services, so that fewer are left to suffer in silence.

Today’s announcement builds on the government’s commitment to further devolve
justice powers. Five Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) (Greater London,
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hampshire and Nottinghamshire) are to be given full
commissioning responsibilities for sexual violence and abuse services as
government recognises the importance of identifying local need when providing
support.

In 2018/19 the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) allocated around £7.2 million
towards independent, specialist support to female and male victims of sexual
violence, including victims of child sexual abuse. This will now increase to
£8 million annually over the next three years and is part of £96 million
funding towards victim support services which has doubled since 2012/13.

Faye Maxted OBE, Chief executive of the Survivors Trust, said:

The announcement of this funding is very welcome and the fact that
it will be awarded for a three-year period will allow specialist
agencies to plan ahead and feel some security in offering support
for victims and survivors. Rape and sexual abuse can have a
devastating impact on someone’s life, affecting their health and
wellbeing for years and impacting on their ability to live a
fulfilling and happy life. Security and safety are such vital



elements in recovery for victims and survivors and this means that
specialist support agencies themselves need to be sure the services
they offer are well supported too.

Duncan Craig, CEO of Survivors Manchester & Co-Founder of Male Survivors
Partnership, and survivors of childhood sexual abuse:

The government’s announcement of the investment it’s making in
tackling rape and sexual abuse is more than welcome. Increasing the
amount of money available for organisations to access and extending
the grants to three years gives a clear message that the Minister
is taking our needs as survivors seriously. Organisations like
mine, those members of networks such as Male Survivors Partnership
or Rape Crisis England and Wales are struggling to meet the
increasing demand on our services from people who often, are
speaking out for the first time. This announcement feels like help
is on its way and gives me hope that we will be able to not only
continue to provide the support services to men and women, boys and
girls who have been sexually violated, but in doing so give people
hope that healing is possible.

Katie Russell at Rape Crisis England & Wales said:

Demand for independent, specialist sexual violence and abuse
support services is at unprecedented levels and continues to rise
each year.

In 2017-18, our member Rape Crisis Centres provided over 650,000
sessions of specialist support, counselling and advocacy to more
than 78,000 victims and survivors of child sexual abuse, rape and
all forms of sexual violence.

This is the only dedicated, central government funding for sexual
violence and abuse organisations and recognises the significant
need for these vital services, and the considerable expertise and
experience of our specialist sector.

Three-year core grants also provide some much-needed stability for
centres like ours, enabling them to focus more energy on service
delivery and further development, and less on survival.

APCC Victims Lead, Dame Vera Baird QC said:

I welcome the 10% increase, and it is particularly positive that
funding for rape support will now be for a three-year period.
Longer-term funding will provide these vital organisations with the
stability they require, and free them from the burden of making



fresh bids every year, so they can devote their time and resources
on better serving victims.

Notes to editors

A grant funding competition will allow providers to compete for grant
funding for 3 years, rather than the one-year grants previously awarded,
providing greater long-term security.
MOJ funding for victim support services has almost doubled since 2012/13
(by increasing revenue raised from offenders). This year, we plan to
spend about £96 million on these services.
MOJ provides a contribution to 97 rape support services across England
and Wales and the level of grant funding varies. In 2018/19 we allocated
around £7.2 million to these centres to provide independent, specialist
support to female and male victims of sexual violence, including victims
of child sexual abuse. This will now increase to £8 million annually.
In 2018/19 we allocated Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) around £68
million funding to locally commission emotional and practical support
services for victims of crime as they are best placed to respond to
local need.
In 2017/18 PCCs reported spending £8.40 million from the MOJ grant in
supporting victims of sexual violence and abuse and £4.86m supporting
victims of child sexual abuse (recent and non-recent)
*The Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that 20% of women and
4% of men have experienced some type of sexual assault since the age of
16, equivalent to an estimated 3.4 million female victims and 631,000
male victims.

Press release: Five new business
councils to advise the Prime Minister
on post-Brexit opportunities

Each council will aim to meet three times a year, twice with the Prime
Minister and once with a senior cabinet minister, to provide high-level
advice and policy recommendations on the critical issues affecting business.
The councils will also be a forum for government to share developing policy
ideas and seek the views of members.

Co-chaired by two business leaders, each council will have around ten members
representing core sectors of the UK economy, as well as a representative from
the UK’s key business groups.

The Prime Minister, Theresa May, said:
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The UK has always been one of the best places in the world to do
business and is a leader in sectors from advanced manufacturing to
the creative industries.

Brexit presents a huge opportunity to build a better, stronger
economy for people all over the country.

So I’ve asked these new councils to advise us on the opportunities
and challenges facing business as we shape the UK for the future.

The Prime Minister will welcome the co-chairs at Downing Street for the first
time on Wednesday 7 November, where she will set out their objectives and
they will discuss cross-cutting issues such as productivity and international
investment. Going forward, the co-chairs will be responsible for preparing
agendas, ensuring all members are briefed, and driving outcomes and progress
on the key enabling opportunities for the businesses represented by their
council:

Jan du Plessis (Chairman, BT Group) and Carolyn McCall (CEO, ITV) will
co-chair the Telecoms, Creative, Technology and Media Council. John
Allan (President, CBI) and Stephen Martin (DG, IOD) will be the business
group representatives
Roger Carr (Chairman, BAE Systems) and Ian Davis (Chairman, Rolls Royce)
will co-chair the Industrial, Infrastructure and Manufacturing Council.
Stephen Phipson (CEO, EEF) will be the business group representative
James Timpson (CEO, Timpson), Brent Hoberman (Co-Founder and Chairman,
Founders Forum) and Emma Jones (Founder, Enterprise Nation) will co-
chair the Small Business, Scale ups and Entrepreneurs Council. Mike
Cherry (National Chairman, Federation of Small Business) will be the
business group representative
Paul Manduca (Chairman, Prudential) and Shriti Vadera (Chairman,
Santander UK) will co-chair the Services – Financial, Professional and
Education Services Council. Carolyn Fairbairn, (DG, CBI) will be the
business group representative
Dave Lewis (CEO, Tesco) and Emma Walmsley (CEO, GSK) will co-chair the
Consumer, Retail and Life Sciences Council. Adam Marshall (DG, British
Chambers of Commerce) will be the business group representative

Emma Jones, Founder, Enterprise Nation said:

The overwhelming majority of businesses in the UK are small and
they are the heart of our economy – so I’m pleased that their voice
is formally being recognised in these councils. I’m looking forward
to representing these entrepreneurs and innovators and discussing
their unique perspective with the Prime Minister.

Carolyn McCall, CEO, ITV said:

Our creative industries are a £92bn sector, growing at twice the



rate of the economy and setting trends around the world. The UK
exported nearly £1bn of TV programmes and formats alone in 2016/17
and film and high-end TV by themselves attracted over £2bn of
inward investment to the UK in 2017, creating jobs, boosting
tourism and attracting global talent to the UK. I’m delighted to
co-lead with Jan Du Plessis, Chairman of BT, the Telecoms,
Creatives Industries, Technology and Media council to continue to
nurture this for the future.

Sir Roger Carr, Chairman, BAE Systems said:

Companies in the Industrial, Manufacturing and Infrastructure
sectors are the backbone of the economy and amongst our largest
employers. We are a vital part of the wealth creating machinery of
the country where improved training, productivity and exporting
will be the cornerstones of our global success. Engaging with the
Prime Minister to tackle these issues in a focused and practical
manner is a welcome and important step forward in achieving our
collective growth ambitions.

The launch of five business councils is a new initiative and forms part of a
comprehensive, sector-focused approach, enabling the Prime Minister and
government to engage directly with more businesses in the different sectors
of our economy.

The role of each business council will be to provide the Prime Minister and
her ministerial team with regular, high-level advice and policy
recommendations on critical issues affecting business that will enable
companies to invest, grow and succeed in the UK once it leaves the European
Union. The councils are to be formed as follows:

Services – Financial, Professional and Education Services:

financial services
professional and business services
education and research

Industrial, Infrastructure and Manufacturing:

materials
aerospace
defence
advanced manufacturing
automotive, aviation, ports and rail
infrastructure, construction and housing
energy
environmental services



Consumer, Retail and Life Sciences:

life sciences
agriculture, food and drink
consumer goods and retail
tourism

Telecoms, Creative Industries, Technology and Media:

digital and telecoms
media and broadcasting
creative industries

Small Business, Scale ups and Entrepreneurs

The business councils will be advisory, will hold no decision making powers
and will report to the Prime Minister.


