
News story: VMD: Civil Service People
Survey 2018

The results of the 2018 Civil Service People Survey show that our people rate
the VMD highly. Our engagement index score (the survey’s measure of those
areas that most shape our experiences at work) is 64% this year (66% last
year). This puts us in a group in 14th place out of 111 organisations (on
‘rounded’ scorings).
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News story: Aer Lingus / CityJet deal
cleared for take-off

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) has today cleared an agreement
under which Aer Lingus has taken over scheduled passenger flights, previously
operated by CityJet, on the London City Airport to Dublin route.

This is a so-called ‘wet lease’, under which CityJet provides Aer Lingus with
aircraft, crew, maintenance services and insurance to operate the route.
However, the CMA investigated the agreement as, in addition to the wet lease,
Aer Lingus acquired CityJet’s landing slots at both London City and Dublin
Airports. Customers who had already booked flights on the route were also
transferred to Aer Lingus, and CityJet’s website also redirected potential
new customers to the Aer Lingus homepage following the agreement’s
announcement.

The CMA launched an initial, Phase 1, investigation in October to consider
the impact of the deal for passengers flying between London and Dublin.
Having conducted a careful investigation, it has today announced its decision
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to clear the agreement.

This is because the CMA found that CityJet had taken the decision to stop
providing services on this route prior to its agreement with Aer Lingus and,
while CityJet did not market this business to other airlines, our detailed
investigation showed that no other airline would have been interested in
taking over the business.

For that reason, without the agreement, the assets transferred by CityJet to
Aer Lingus would have instead been used to operate other routes, resulting in
a loss of capacity and therefore less choice for customers on the London to
Dublin route.

Further details can be found on the Aer Lingus / Cityjet case page.

Press release: Grants available for
SMEs looking to export

applications open today for SME grants to attend international trade
shows.
successful businesses are able to use grants to fund exhibiting costs at
55 events in Q1 2019
previous successful companies have gone on to secure major contracts as
a result of funding

Businesses can apply for grants of up to £2,500 to attend international trade
shows through the Department for International Trade’s (DIT) Tradeshow Access
Programme (TAP), which opens for applications today (Friday 21 December).

TAP provides financial support for UK SMEs to participate in overseas
exhibitions and conferences that cover a range of sectors, from education to
aerospace and creative to maritime. Successful businesses can use the grants
to fund direct exhibiting costs, including stand costs and conference fees.

55 events comprise the list, ranging from the Aircraft Interiors Expo in
Hamburg, to Cannes Lions Festival, to Summer Fancy Food in New York, and
Mobile World Congress Shanghai.

Attending international conferences and events are an effective way for those
new to exporting, or exploring new territories, to meet potential customers
face-to-face and start the exporting process.

Minister for Investment Graham Stuart MP said:

Attending trade shows helps businesses gain market knowledge, forge
relationships and raise brand awareness among industry
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professionals. That is why I’m delighted to be announcing the next
raft of TAP-supported events.

TAP grants accompany a wide range of support businesses can access
through the Department for International Trade. This includes
dedicated teams of International Trade Advisers, sector
specialists, and a network of staff across the world that are
available to help businesses embark on, or develop, their exporting
journey.

One business that has seen its export sales grow as a result of TAP funding
is London-based popcorn manufacturer Joe and Seph’s. It secured a major
contract with Hong Kong Airlines after attending confectionary trade show
ANUGA in Germany using a TAP grant to help fund the visit. The business
predicts a 60% year-on-year increase in export sales over the next 12 months.

Latest figures from the [Office for National Statistics (ONS)] show that in
the year to October 2018, goods exports from the UK increased by 3.5% to £348
billion.

The number of businesses exporting to non-EU countries over the same period
rose to 49,000. The most popular non-EU destinations for exporters include
USA (19.9%), Australia (7.9%) and Switzerland (7.3%).

Earlier this year, the Department launched the Export Strategy, an ambitious
new plan that sets out how the government will make Britain a 21st century
exporting superpower through better use of our overseas network, new online
tools and building an extensive business to business network.

A government-led collaboration with business, developed after extensive
engagement with a range of UK firms, the Strategy sets a new ambition from
government to increase exports as a proportion of UK GDP to 35%.

To be eligible for a grant, businesses must be based in the UK (excluding
Isle of Man or the Channel Islands) and be a small or medium-sized
enterprise, UK university, UK government funded centre of higher or further
learning or UK government funded research organisation.

From 1 October 2017, the maximum number of grants available to individual
companies is limited to 6. The grants can be taken in any market.

Contact your local DIT International Trade Adviser for further information
about the programme.
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Press release: Grants available for
SMEs looking to export

Applications are now open for UK businesses to apply for grants of up to
£2,500 to attend international trade shows.

Press release: Family of Elsie Frost
can apply for fresh inquest

On 9 October 1965, 14 year old Elsie Frost was stabbed to death on her way
home from her sister’s house. An inquest took place between 4 and 11 January
1966 and the Coroner recorded a verdict that Elsie Frost had died of multiple
stab wounds and had been murdered by Ian Bernard Spencer.

The Attorney General said:

“Having considered the application, I have given consent to the family of
Elsie Frost to apply to the High Court for a new inquest into her death.

“I am satisfied that there is new evidence available that was not put before
the previous inquest, and I believe that it is in the interests of justice
for the application for a new inquest to be heard by the High Court.”

The Attorney General has the authority to decide whether an application can
be made to the High Court for a new inquest to be opened. He has no power to
order a new coronial inquest himself. A new inquest can only be ordered by
the High Court on an application made either by the Attorney or by a third
party with the consent of the Attorney.

Before an application can be made, the Attorney must be satisfied that there
is a reasonable prospect that the Court would be persuaded to open a new
inquest. These decisions are made as part of his public interest function,
independently of Government and strictly on the basis of the evidence. The
Attorney concluded, in this case, that there was sufficient grounds of
challenge set out in the applications to have a reasonable prospect of
success.
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