News story: Foreign Secretary to visit
Russia

The Foreign Secretary has accepted an invitation from Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov to visit Moscow in the coming weeks.

The Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary have made clear that our policy
towards Russia is to ‘engage but beware’ and the visit is entirely consistent
with this approach.

Discussions will focus on the UK-Russia relationship and current
international issues including Syria and Ukraine, where we continue to have
significant differences. This is not a return to business as usual and the
Foreign Secretary will continue to be robust on those issues where we differ.

We have always been clear that the UK will engage with Russia where it is in
our national interest to do so.

Details of precise timings will be confirmed in due course. A potential visit
has been in the pipeline for some time, with the Prime Minister and President
Putin discussing this when they met in China in September 2016.

GCSE 9 to 1 grades

The new 9 to 1 GCSE grades

The vast majority of students taking GCSEs in England in 2019 will receive
grades from 9 to 1. Students taking 5 lesser-taught GCSE subjects (Biblical
Hebrew, Gujarati, Persian, Portuguese and Turkish) will receive letter grades
in 2019 before they become numerical (9 to 1) in 2020.
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9 things to know about the new GCSE grades

1.

w

GCSEs in England have been reformed and are graded with from 9 to 1,
with 9 being the highest grade.

. GCSE content is more challenging.
. Fewer grade 9s are be awarded than A*s.
. The new grades are being brought in to signal that GCSEs have been

reformed and to better differentiate between students of different
abilities.

. In the first year each new GCSE subject has been introduced, broadly the

same proportion of students get a grade 4 or above as would have got a
grade C or above in the old system.

. These changes are only happening in England. Wales and Northern Ireland

are not introducing the new 9 to 1 grading scale as part of their
changes to GCSEs.

. English language, English literature and maths were the first to be

graded from 9 to 1 in 2017.

. Another 20 subjects had 9 to 1 grading in 2018, with most others

following in 2019. During this transition, students received a mixture
of letter and number grades.

. You can see how the 9 to 1 grades compare with the A* to G scale in our

GCSE grading postcard.

GCSE science

GCSEs for science have changed in England. Students taking separate science
GCSEs now get a grade from 9 to 1 in each subject. Combined science draws
content from all three subjects and students receive an award worth two
GCSEs, consisting of two equal or adjacent grades.

5 things to know about combined science GCSEs

1.

Students taking separate science GCSEs get a grade from 9 to 1 for each
subject, with 9 being the highest grade.

. Students studying combined science receive an award worth two GCSEs,

consisting of two equal or adjacent grades from 9 to 1 (9-9, 9-8, 8-8,
8-7, 7-7..to 1-1).

. If the numbers are different, the highest number will always be reported

on the left.

. Students do at least 8 practical activities (16 for combined science)

covering specific apparatus and techniques.

. Exam questions about practical work make up at least 15% of the total

marks for the qualification.

More information

We’'ve got lots of information to help students, parents, teachers and
businesses understand the changes. You can:

And if you’ve got any questions, drop us an email at


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/your-qualification-our-regulation-gcse-as-and-a-level-reforms

public.enquiries@ofqual.gov.uk or give us a call on 0300 303 3344.
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Last updated 6 August 2019 + show all updates

1. 6 August 2019 Updated to reflect that we are in the third year of GCSE
reforms.

2. 22 December 2017 Article now shows the updated video.

3. 23 August 2017 Added results day guides for students and parents.

. 3 March 2017 First published.
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News story: Ofqual conference 2017 -
presentations from the day

The annual Ofqual conference is for awarding organisations we regulate, these
are the presentations from the day.

Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance
number or credit card details.
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Notice: DN18 6JL, Cemex UK Cement
Limited: environmental permit draft
decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

e the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this
e additional relevant information available since the application was
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advertised
e any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application

Notice: CV21 2RY, Cemex UK Cement
Limited: environmental permit draft
decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

e the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this

e additional relevant information available since the application was
advertised

e any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application
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