Press release: 250 HS2 apprentices on
track for success

HS2 Ltd is now recruiting new apprentices to help build the new high-speed
railway.

Press release: 250 HS2 apprentices on
track for success

e Over 250 apprentices have already worked on the HS2 programme, with 142
new starters since Royal Assent was granted in 2017

e HS2 will create 2,000 apprenticeship opportunities over the project’s
lifetime

e HS2 Ltd and early works contractors are exceeding apprentice workforce
targets

The next generation of engineers, project managers, designers, architects and
geologists are playing their part in the construction of the new high-speed
railway, as the project is on course to create 2,000 apprenticeship
opportunities.

And now, to coincide with National Apprentice Week (Monday 4 to Friday 8
March), HS2 Ltd has opened up a new wave of apprentice vacancies offering an
exciting career working on Europe’s largest infrastructure project, to gain
skills that can be used around the globe.

Hear from some of our apprentices

With over 7,000 jobs already supported by the project and with work well
underway on scores of live sites up and down Phase One of the railway, there
has never been a more exciting time to jump on board.

It has also been revealed that both HS2 Ltd and its early works contractors
are exceeding targets for the number of apprentices employed on the project.

Both HS2 Ltd’s CEO, Mark Thurston, and Chair, Allan Cook, began their careers
as apprentices, demonstrating how apprenticeships can create the foundations
for a successful career.

Mark Thurston, Chief Executive of HS2 Ltd and former Transport for London
apprentice, said:
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Creating over 250 apprenticeship roles across the HS2 programme is
a significant milestone and shows good progress to date between us
and our supply chain. We are committed to equipping the next
generation with the technical skills to not only help design and
build HS2, but to leave a lasting skills legacy for the country.

Having started my own career as an apprentice, I absolutely know
how an apprenticeship plays a crucial role in your early career
development and goes a long way to give you the right skills that
future employers need. I am really impressed by the knowledge and
enthusiasm of our apprentices and I look forward to seeing them,
and all our apprentices in our supply chain, develop as the project
progresses.

HS2 is also attracting more women into the traditionally male dominated
construction and rail sectors. As this week also marks International Women’s
Day, HS2 Ltd is proud that many of the apprentices now working on the project
are women.

Clara, HS2 Ltd Project Management apprentice.

Gaining 2 years’ experience, in addition to a qualification has helped HS2
Ltd Project Management apprentice, Clara Lenzi, build her skills to progress
in the industry, an advantage she feels she has on those coming straight from
university. Clara, said:

Working on HS2 has been a superb experience. Studying for a
qualification while being at work has allowed me to apply the
knowledge to my every day work, giving me a better understanding,
alongside opportunities for further development.

At HS2 I've been given lots of responsibility, which has aided my
progression and success as a Project Manager and allowed me to
build invaluable relationships within the workplace. I am learning
from some of the most experienced people in the industry. Sharing
their knowledge and expertise with me has enable me to develop to
the highest standard. I would recommend an apprenticeship to anyone
at any age, it creates new challenges for you to face every day and
will give you the experience to get to where you want to be in your
career.

A once in a lifetime opportunity to work on the biggest infrastructure
project in Europe bought Naomi Blissett to HS2 Ltd as a Project Management
apprentice. With a background in customer service and support roles, she had
never studied for an apprenticeship before and went straight into the world
of work after trying university and realising it wasn’t for her. At the age
of 35, she is a great example of how it’s never too late to start an
apprenticeship. Naomi said:



Joining HS2 as an apprentice presented the opportunity of a
lifetime, and has definitely been the right choice for me. I am
closer to realising my career goals and have gained valuable
experience while working towards new qualifications.

As well as new project management skills, I have also developed my
communication skills, being able to present to large audiences and
communicate more confidently with senior colleagues.

There’s a common misconception that apprenticeships are just for
school and college leavers, but they are open to everyone. I have
never looked back and will always encourage others to consider an
apprenticeship when weighing up options for their career, no matter
what stage of life they’'re at.

Naomi, HS2 Ltd Project Management apprentice.

Many of the 250 apprentices are working with HS2's supply chain companies.
Around 2,000 companies have supported HS2 so far, with 70% of contracts going
to SMEs, supporting jobs and apprenticeships right across the country. There
will be 30,000 jobs at peak construction as HS2 demonstrates how it is
delivering for the country — increasing capacity, rebalancing the economy and
joining up Britain.

HS2 Ltd is keen to encourage a diverse range of candidates as it welcomes its
next 25 apprentices into the business. The vacancies are open to everyone
from school leavers to parents returning to work, or those looking for a new
challenge.

To find out more about the scheme, and to apply for one of our latest
apprenticeship roles visit our Future Talent page on our careers site.

News story: Penny Mordaunt:
International Women’s Day Speech

Would you excuse a moment of self-indulgence?

Today is my birthday.

And it is a significant one to me.

I am now the age my Mum was when she passed away — 46.

Her name was Jennifer Mary. She was a part-time special-needs teacher.

She was a complete hoot.
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She loved Victoria Wood, Jennifer Rush and prawn korma.

Although she never managed to travel further than northern France, she
dreamed of one day going on holiday to Greece.

I think she’d be gobsmacked that her daughter was a cabinet minister who did
10 flights last week.

And it says a great deal about both the start she gave her kids and the
merits of our country that I am where I am today.

We are a nation where, by and large, there is opportunity, where hard work
pays off, where help is often at hand, where, even if you have a rough start,
you can make up ground.

Being born here, raised here, or finding shelter here, often is winning the
lottery of life.

But inequality still persists.

Still too many in our society face multiple barriers to achieving their full
potential, and obstacles to being as resilient as they can be.

And, for a few, the start they had in life has meant those barriers are
immense, complex and very evident.

And for many there persists inequality that is harder to see, but which now
has a spotlight thrown on it as we monitor and measure employment, pay and
pension gaps.

Today I want to focus on some of the inequalities facing women.

At the end of last year, I set out my refreshed and broader mission on
gender, that will focus on supporting every woman to thrive, as well as being
as financially secure and resilient as she can be, and to reach her full
potential.

This is an essential part of the Prime Minister’s vision, in her words, “to
build a country that works for everyone”: to ensure women are economically
empowered at every stage of their lives. That means every woman having the
freedom and the support to make active and informed choices.

In my forthcoming strategy this Spring, I’'ll be setting out fully the steps
government — and its partners — will take to achieve this.

A core aspect of economic empowerment is tackling the challenge of financial
fragility throughout a woman’s life; supporting those women who have fewer
savings, more debt, or uncertain employment along with caring
responsibilities.

I've already announced the next tranche of our returners fund: £500,000 for
marginalised women far removed from the labour market, to help them get back
into work.



I'm looking forward to seeing the results of the tender process which closes
later this month.

And we’ve earmarked £100,000 for work with local government integration areas
to help very marginalised women, with little or no work history, with little
English and little independence.

And we’ve been working hard across government to push this agenda.

I was very pleased when the Work & Pensions Secretary announced changes to
Universal Credit earlier this year that will benefit low paid women, and
committed to doing more for them in the future.

Looking at how payments are made to households and adopting a more flexible
approach to supporting claimants with childcare costs, should make an
important difference to the daily lives of those receiving Universal Credit.
We are working closely with DWP and others and we’ll be saying more about
support for low paid women in the coming weeks.

This isn’t simply about being in or out of work — so much of what we need to
do is about removing barriers that prevent real choice.

We need strong foundations — the right legislation and public services that
work for everyone — if we are to empower every woman and allow her to thrive
and reach her potential.

And we need to really drill down into the reasons why women are so often
trapped in low pay, unable to progress and make provision for themselves.

Women often bear the financial brunt of decisions made over their lifetimes,
most often around caring.

Women are more likely to take time out to care for children than men: by the
time their first child is aged 20, women have, on average, been in paid work
for four years less than men.

Over a third of all couple families with dependent children (of all ages)
have a father working full-time, and his partner working part-time.

Nearly two thirds of so called “sandwich” carers — those caring for both
children and elderly relatives — are women.

This has an impact on income at that time — especially for women in less
stable, less well-paid or part-time employment — but also on saving and
planning for later life.

There's good work already being taken forward by industry and I want to
support them to ensure they reach as wide an audience as possible.

For example, the Chartered Insurance Institute has done research that found
women aged 25 taking a five-year career break will accumulate a pension pot a
third smaller than men.



And in light of that they’re developing “Insuring Women's Futures” working
together across the industry to improve women’s lifelong financial resilience
and tackle some of the root causes of the pensions pay gap.

I'm pleased DWP is developing a Planning and Preparing for Later Life Survey
for 40-75-year olds so we can better understand how people, including
financially fragile women, save and plan for retirement.

With more insight, we can do more to help.

And in my strategy, I'll be setting out cross-government work to strengthen
women’s financial capability and literacy — increasing support for all women,
but also ensuring tailored advice is reaching vulnerable women.

What gets done gets measured.

So far, our metrics have largely focused on women on boards and large
organisations.

Our gender pay gap legislation is world-leading and has successfully prompted
organisations to take responsibility for diversity and inclusion within their
labour force.

This is really important and has gone a long way to signal our commitment to
tackling gender equality. It’s also given us the mandate to go further.

Now we need to take a comprehensive look at how all women are doing at every
stage in their life and uncover the hidden inequalities. Only through
highlighting issues women are facing can we challenge ourselves to tackle
them.

That's why, alongside our strategy, from this year onwards, we’ll be
publishing annual metrics on gender outcomes to measure progress in promoting
economic empowerment for all women.

My upcoming strategy will set out the Government’s vision and roadmap for
action this year and beyond. This year’s International Women’s Day theme 1is
#Balance for Better — calling for collective action and shared responsibility
for driving a gender-balanced world.

Lots of this work will take a generation to see change, so we need to be
prepared to keep pushing and working together.

I want to thank you all for everything you are doing in this area and ask for
your help in this task.

We at the GEO really value your expertise and we will fail to do the best job
possible without your support. From next month, as Hilary said, the GEO will
be situated in its new and permanent home at the heart of government. This
new approach is already helping other government departments to really focus
on those tough issues which we must grip if the Prime Minister’s vision is to
become a reality.



The resulting “to do list” will be a long one, we won’t solve all the issues
overnight, but we must methodically tackle each one if we are to address the
inequality which still exists for so many women, especially those invisible
women I spoke of last year.

And today I also want to talk about an issue which has been on the to do list
for far too long.

Empowerment starts at school.

But girls can’t focus on their studies and life choices if they’re worried
about turning up in the first place; if every month they’re worried about
being able to buy sanitary protection or embarrassed or in pain at school.

The Girls Attitudes Survey run by Girlguiding UK found that 26% of their
11-21-year-old respondents had felt embarrassed talking to people about their
period and 21% said they had been made to feel ashamed or embarrassed about
their periods.

But this is an issue which affects adults too.

Yes, those in extended crisis, homeless or in financial turmoil, but also
many others who just occasionally find themselves hard up and without access
to what they need.

While the data on this is not great, I think it likely that many women in the
UK have probably experienced difficulty accessing these products at some
point in their lives.

I'm delighted that NHS England has announced that sanitary products will be
available to every hospital patient who needs them from this summer.

And I applaud organisations and businesses who also make products available
to their staff and visitors.

Every initiative like this helps, but to end period poverty we need a
comprehensive approach.

This is a global issue too. Across low and middle-income countries it is
estimated that over half of all women and girls are forced to use homemade
products, rags, grass, paper, to manage their periods.

Period poverty in many countries means not only a lack of access to products,
but to information and appropriate water, sanitation and hygiene facilities.

My dual role is to help women in the UK and around the world thrive, and to
do that period poverty must end.

I am very proud of the work the UK is already doing to tackle period poverty
internationally:

For example, every single project we support through the Girls Education
Challenge fund already includes menstruation; and last year, with support



from UK aid, Amplify Change committed £1.5 million to supporting 54 projects
working across 27 countries to help girls to manage their periods with
dignity.

But the challenge is huge, and we need to do more.

Today I can commit the UK to upping our international ambition, to thinking
bigger and leading a new global campaign of action to ensure that we end
period poverty and shame by 2030 — a campaign that breaks the global silence
and tackles the stigma and taboo surrounding menstruation, that ensures that
all women and girls understand their bodies, have access to information, safe
water and sanitation and to the menstrual hygiene products they need to
manage their periods free from infection or stigma.

A campaign that ensures that girls are not forced in to early marriage, child
bearing or early school drop-out as soon as they get their first period.

A campaign that means women are not forced to drop out of work or live in
isolation during their period.

Today we are starting this with £2 million funding through UK Aid Direct to
for projects to help women and girls living in poverty to manage their
periods with dignity.

We want to help great work scale up, we want to encourage some new ideas too.

Lunapads who make washable and reusable products and via “Pads for girls”
they have partnered with NGOs across 18 countries.

Arana/chalam Muru/gananthan aka Pad-man who has created new technologies
dramatically reducing the cost of producing products.

And CDC supported Dom Mcvey has designed a new product and is exploring how
he can create livelihood for refugees in its production.

In the UK, I welcome initiatives such as those from the Red Box, Hey Girls
and Brook’s ‘Let’s talk. Period’, plus smart sustainable innovation by social
enterprises such as WUKA and Cheeky Wipes, to ensure sanitary protection is
available and accessible to everyone. And it’'s great to see business playing
their part, for example Proctor and Gamble'’s #EndPeriodPoverty campaign, led
by Always.

There is some great work going on, across public, private, social and
charitable sectors.

I want to build on and promote that great work being done by individual
organisations, supporting local partners to make their work more than the sum
of its parts.

We need to ensure the existing funding reaches those who most need it and
that we get the most value for our money.

We need to think and act differently if we are to address this issue in the



long-term and I believe effective partnership working will be absolutely key.

I will be working with colleagues across government but also with business,
industry, charities and the education sector to agree further sustainable
action.

So today I am announcing a joint taskforce to tackle period poverty in the
UK.

The taskforce will comprise of key government departments (GEO, DHSC, DfE,
DwWP, and DCMS), and manufacturers, retailers, social enterprises and the
third sector.

I am announcing £250,000 GEO seed funding to support the work of the
taskforce in kickstarting a sustainable cross-sector initiative with the aim
of levering funding from others including the private sector.

With my two portfolios I am only too aware that I cannot lead effective
international action in this space if there continue to be issues here at
home.

This taskforce will generate ideas, test schemes, fill in data gaps and let
us all know — Government, and the private and third sectors — what each of us
needs to do.

There will be more to say on this in the coming weeks and months and we
already have many of the answers, we just need to pull things together so
that we can act swiftly.

We must find a sustainable solution, so the job gets done, not just for a few
years or a few budgets, but forever. We will all have a role to play, and
undoubtedly it will need a cultural change in how society sees its
responsibilities in this area.

I'm delighted Jackie Doyle Price’s new Women'’s Health Taskforce is raising
women’s health issues and bringing together government and health
professionals to raise awareness and break taboos in this area.

O0f course, we have the ongoing issue of the facility of care that the women
of Northern Ireland are facing whilst trying to access reproductive health
care.

Gynaecological issues affect women across their life course. I want to see
better understanding of the impact of menopause on women at work and open and
sensitive discussions happening across organisations.

Some businesses have stepped up to the plate in recent years and there have
been great initiatives from organisations such as M&S, Severn Trent and E-ON.

But I think there’s more all organisations can do to support their employees

going through the menopause — and to do that we need to better understand the
scale of the problem and how it is affecting women. So, I intend to work with
business to shine a light on this issue and get a better understanding of



what organisations can do to help women experiencing the menopause.

One of the ways we can help other nations, as well as through our aid budget,
is through our technical expertise: to work out what is the best approach or
care we can give a person.

If we get this right for UK women, we will be better placed to help others
design services and support for their own populations.

And if we help other populations get this right, we will be helping boost
their national productivity and their economies, and that is good for the UK.

I am always struck — on this issue and others — by the community of women
around the world, and the fantastic men who support them.

Today I am wearing earrings and a necklace designed and made by women at the
Eden project in Burma.

With UK Aid’s support the projects helps rescue women and girls trafficked
into the sex trade or to become brides in China. The project supports their
recovery from immense ordeals.

The jewellery motif is an arrow made from thousands of shattered pieces, a
movement forward from dark to light. It represented to the girl designing it
her personal journey, but I think it is a symbol that can also represent the
fight for women’s equality.

I hope that in today’s world there is more light than there has been, but for
too many women — in the UK and overseas still find themselves without. We
must help move them, whether they find themselves in the dead of night, or
the twilight, into the radiance they need, to be all they can be.

Thank you for being here and for your support and help.

Press release: Duke of Sussex unveils
Sousse and Bardo Memorial

Ceremony takes place to mark the unveiling of memorial dedicated to 31
British nationals killed and those affected by two terrorist attacks in
Tunisia in 2015.
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Press release: Duke of Sussex unveils
Sousse and Bardo Memorial

His Royal Highness The Duke of Sussex has attended a ceremony today (4 March)
in Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham to unveil the Sousse and Bardo memorial,
which is dedicated to the 31 British people who lost their lives and all
those affected by the two terrorist attacks in Tunisia in 2015.

The Duke of Sussex was joined by 300 guests, which included families of the
victims and those caught up in both attacks, as well as Harriett Baldwin,
Minister of State for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Department for
International Development, with responsibility for consular policy, and the
Lord Mayor of Birmingham. The ceremony, led by BBC newsreader Ben Brown, who
reported from Sousse soon after the terrorist attacks in June 2015, included
readings from families of the victims and music from a the Birmingham Bach
Choir.

The memorial entitled ‘Infinite Wave’ was designed by London and Gloucester-
based George King Architects and remembers 31 British nationals, 30 who died
as a result of the terrorist attack in Sousse in June 2015 and one British
national who died at the Bardo Museum attack in March 2015.

The ‘Infinite Wave’ design was selected by an independent panel following the
shortlisting of 7 designs from 19 entries and consultation with family
members of those affected by the attacks. The single wave in the memorial
structure is formed of 31 different threads, one for each British national
who lost their lives, with the ripples surrounding the wave representing the
effect this has had on the survivors, families and friends of the victims,
and the impact on the wider community. The location of Cannon Hill Park, was
also selected following a consultation with the families of the victims.

Minister of State for Consular Policy Harriett Baldwin said:

The huge sense of loss and grief felt by the families of the
victims of the 2015 terrorist attacks in Tunisia will never leave
them, but I hope this memorial will be a place where the families
and loved ones of the victims, and all those affected, can find
some solace and a point of remembrance in a tranquil setting. The
construction of a permanent memorial dedicated to those who were so
tragically killed underlines our pledge to never forget the victims
of these atrocities.

George King, Principal of George King Architects said:

We are incredibly honoured to have been chosen to create this
memorial to remember all those affected by the tragic events that
took place in Tunisia in 2015.
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Throughout the design and construction process we have been acutely
aware of the significance that this memorial has for the families
who have lost loved ones, the survivors and the wider community. We
put them and their experiences very much at the heart of the design
concept. Together with our team of expert consultants, fabricators
and contractors we have focused on translating our unique design
into reality with a focus on craftsmanship, quality and fine
detailing in order to create a meaningful place of reflection and
contemplation within the beautiful setting of Cannon Hill Park.

We are extremely proud of our team whose hard work and dedication
over the past two years has delivered a beautiful and poignant
memorial that we hope will have a special place in people’s hearts
for many years to come.

The FCO have led the design process, construction and unveiling ceremony of
the Sousse and Bardo Memorial.

Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Councillor Yvonne Mosquito, said:

This beautiful memorial to the 31 people who lost their lives in
the Tunisia terror attacks will provide a peaceful place for their
friends and family to remember them in Cannon Hill Park — a
location chosen by their loved ones. I truly hope it helps these
families — and anyone else affected by the 2015 terror attacks — to
find solace by visiting the memorial.

Further information



