
Press release: Brokenshire hails
package to build homes and
opportunities in communities

Millions of pounds in extra funding and new planning measures to build
thousands of homes, rejuvenate high streets, create jobs and deliver economic
growth.

News story: GC contributes to European
standard to combat food fraud

Food fraud is a worldwide problem, with many countries committing
considerable resource to combat the issue. The globalisation of the food
supply chain has led to the acknowledgement that having agreed definitions
for terms commonly associated with food authenticity and food fraud would be
of great benefit.

The Norwegian Institute of Food, Fisheries and Aquaculture Research (Nofima),
has led a European initiative aimed at making communications regarding food
fraud more precise and clear. Food fraud experts from several European
countries including the Government Chemist and the Food Authenticity Network
in UK, a European standard has been created that defines many of the English
terms and concepts used in connection with food fraud. The words are placed
in a hierarchical system that makes it easier to understand how they relate
to each other.

This standardisation process was coordinated as part of the EU-funded
Authent-Net and FoodIntegrity projects. It was published in January 2019 by
Standard Norway, and it is also being distributed by several other National
Standardisation Bodies in Europe; currently Estonia, Netherlands, and the UK.

This standard represents an important first step in the global
standardisation of these terms which will help facilitate trade, combat food
fraud and better secure our food supply chains.

The Government Chemist team has great expertise in the area of food fraud,
having had a role in providing advice in previous cases, such as the
horsemeat crisis in 2013 and many others.

For more information on the role of the Government Chemist contact us:
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Speech: Launch of the 21st Century
Schools project in Montenegro

Minister of Education Šehović, Director of the Education Bureau Sejarić,
Cerys: it is wonderful to see you hear today, dear Vanja, dear school
principals from across Montenegro, dear friends,

At the Western Balkans Summit in London in July, British Prime Minister
Theresa May announced a package of measures to help build a more peaceful,
prosperous and democratic Western Balkans.

One of the most important ways in which the United Kingdom is demonstrating
its commitment to the Western Balkans is through today’s launch of the
British Council’s 21st Century Schools programme.

21st Century Schools is a £10 million programme which will bring innovative
teaching, focusing on problem solving and critical thinking, while also
equipping the students aged 10-15 years with coding skills to every primary
schools in Montenegro, indeed to every school in the Western Balkans.

Launch of the 21st Century Schools project in Montenegro

This programme is a clear signal of the UK’s continuing commitment to the
region. No country has ever made a commitment on this scale to education in
the Western Balkans. No country has ever made a commitment on this scale to
the future of young people in this region.

It’s not often a British Ambassador gets to quote Whitney Houston, but when I
was writing today’s remarks, her lyrics “I believe the children are our
future. Teach them well and let them lead the way …” kept running through my
head. And she was right.

If we keep on teaching children to use the technology we already know how to
use, we will never be able to keep up with their creativity, and will be
hindering rather than helping them prepare for a future which is increasingly
digital.

The United Kingdom is a world leader in using computing in education. And we
recognise that given the speed at which technology moves, school systems need
to focus on developing the core skills students will need in the future,
rather than learning about systems and concepts which may shortly become
superannuated.

21st Century Schools will share the UK’s experience of developing core skills
through the primary school curriculum. The focus on core skills is
particularly relevant in the Western Balkans, where countries perform far
below the OECD average. For example in the 2015 PISA tests, 52% of students
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tested in Montenegro do not possess adequate maths skills, compared with the
OECD average of 30%.

And the lack of these core skills is frustrating for those who are seeking
employment and businesses seeking employees. Across the Western Balkans,
education is still to be fully aligned to labour market needs; meaning jobs
lie empty because there are a lack of people with IT and digital skills.

This programme has been designed to work with education authorities and
leaders to address these issues. While the British Council will be rolling
out this programme to all six Western Balkans countries, it is up to each
country to tailor the programme so it meets your needs. And that is why the
support of Minister Šehović and Director Sejarić, and the collaboration with
the Montenegrin government has been so important.

I want to thank you and your teams for your support as the British Council
rolled the programme out to 20 pilot schools over the last 12 months. And I
look forward to working with you as 21st Century Schools spreads across the
country.

To conclude: this is the largest investment by the UK Government in Education
in the Western Balkans, and I’m delighted that the British government is
undertaking this programme as the British Council celebrates its 80th
anniversary in the region this year, and the 25th anniversary of the opening
of the British Council in Montenegro.

Launch of the 21st Century Schools project in Montenegro

80 years ago the British Council began its activities in Serbia and
Montenegro with tennis lessons in Serbia and tea dances in Cetinje. And 25
years ago, the British Council began to offer scholarships, examinations and
the opportunity to study and research at the British Council library. How the
times have changed!

But the Council’s commitment to sharing the best of the United Kingdom with
the world has not changed, and I hope that this programme will touch every
family in Montenegro, as I imagine every family in Montenegro knows either a
student or a teacher at a primary school.

And more specifically, as we launch a programme to equip young Montenegrins
with some of the skills they need to move through life with success and
assurance, we are also celebrating the 30th birthday of the World Wide Web,
created by Sir Tim Berners Lee in CERN as a way of improving information
flows. His web has already transformed the world in the last 30 years, and
who knows how students using micro:bits in Montenegrin schools will transform
our digital and physical worlds in the next 30 years. I am looking forward to
finding out.

Thank you!



News story: ePassport gates
eligibility expansion confirmed for
June

Eligible passengers from Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore,
South Korea and the USA will be able to use the ePassport gates at UK
airports and Brussels and Paris Eurostar terminals.

The Chancellor also announced that, to coincide with the ePassport gates
expansion, the government will begin to abolish landing cards for non-EEA
travellers.

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes said:

The expanded access to ePassport gates and the withdrawal of
landing cards is part of our work to transform the UK’s border,
providing a quicker, seamless experience for passengers that is
built around digital systems.

These changes will deliver an improved arrival experience and is
further encouragement for people who boost our economy through
tourism and business to travel to the UK.

In line with the ePassport gate expansion, citizens of Australia, Canada,
Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea and the USA will be exempt from
the landing card requirement from June. The government’s ambition is to go
further and more details will be provided in due course.

All passengers arriving at UK ports and airports will continue to be subject
to full identity and security checks.

Speech: Maritime Strategy and its
contribution to the Indo-Pacific and
Global Commons

Admiral Sir Philip Jones, First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, spoke
alongside the Chief of the Indian Navy, Admiral Sunil Lanba at the
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International Institute of Strategic Studies.


