Press release: UK aid to give clean
energy boost to Kenya

The UK Government is investing Ksh. 220 million (US$2.2m) in the development
of two solar plants in Kenya to give more people access to affordable, clean
energy
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The UK government, through InfraCo Africa, a Private Infrastructure
Development Group (PIDG) company, is investing Ksh. 220 million (US$2.2m) in
the development of two solar plants in rural Kenya.

At an event in London, the UK’s Minister for Africa, Harriett Baldwin,
announced the commitment by InfraCo Africa to develop two solar plants in
Samburu and Transmara, each with a capacity of 10 MWAC, to give more people
access to affordable, clean energy.

The UK'’s Department for International Development’s Transforming Energy
Access programme, has already helped people and businesses across Africa cut
2 million tonnes of carbon emissions and improve the lives of 3.2 million low
income people. It has also leveraged $359 million worth of investment in
clean energy from the public and private sectors.

Minister for Africa, Harriett Baldwin, said:

Transforming Energy Access is using the UK’s expertise in
technology and finance to provide power for people across Africa
and tackle one of the world’s biggest challenges, climate change.

The UK government’s investment in clean energy and waste reduction
for people and businesses will help millions of people across
Africa. It’s a win for the developing world and a win for the UK.

In 2018, the Government of Kenya reaffirmed its intention to achieve
Universal Electricity Access by 2022 and to continue developing the power
sector: including the strategic use of on-grid, off-grid and small-scale
solutions. The Samburu and Transmara projects will directly contribute to
achieving this goal. To date, private sector investment in Kenyan solar has
focused on either large-scale plants or local mini-grids/solar systems. The
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Samburu and Transmara projects will demonstrate the commercial viability of
strategically sited small-scale solar plants (10MWAC and below) and so
mobilise greater private sector participation in this market segment. In
addition, work is also underway to explore the potential for one or both of
these solar projects to take part in a local currency power purchase
agreement (PPA) pilot. If confirmed, the solar project(s) would be amongst
the first in sub-Saharan Africa to have negotiated local currency renewable
energy PPAs outside of South Africa.

Notes to editors

e The Transforming Energy Access programme supports early stage testing
and scale up of innovative technologies and business models that will
accelerate access to affordable, clean energy services for poor
households and enterprises, especially in Africa.

e This announcement comes following the UK’s Energy and Clean Growth
Minister Claire Perry’s announcement of £100 million of funding to
support up to 40 renewable energy products in sub Saharan Africa at
COP24 in Poland in December, giving hundreds of thousands of people
electricity for the first time.

Press release: UK issues call for
proposals for Business Innovation
Challenge

The Business Innovation Challenge seeks proposals from enterprises who are
developing innovative solutions to create jobs, especially for Kenya’s youth
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The UK Government has issued a call for proposals for a Business Innovation
Challenge, under its new four-year Kenya catalytic jobs fund.

The Business Innovation Challenge seeks proposals from enterprises who are
developing innovative solutions to create jobs, especially for Kenya’'s youth.
Up to five successful enterprises will receive grant funding and technical
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assistance worth up to KSH 13million (£100,000) each. The call for proposals
targets initiatives that are innovative, scalable, sustainable and which can
demonstrate substantial impact. The Challenge is focussed on three broad
areas: agriculture and manufacturing, the informal sector, and people in
marginalised groups and areas. Shortlisted applicants will present their
innovations at a pitch event in front of a panel of expert judges. The Kenya
Catalytic Jobs Fund is a KSH 650 million (£5m) 4-year programme, which will
test and support innovations with the potential to stimulate large-scale job
creation. The new Fund was announced by British Prime Minister, Theresa May,
during her visit to Kenya in August 2018 as part of a package of
announcements aimed at supporting Kenya’'s young people to achieve their
goals.

Speaking about the Kenya Catalytic Job Fund, the British High Commissioner,
His Excellency Nic Hailey said:

More than 70 per cent of Kenyans are under the age of 30, and we
know that job opportunities are a priority for them. This fund will
harness the innovation and energy of Kenya's entrepreneurs to spur
job creation and support our mutual prosperity — and I am delighted
that it will provide opportunities for marginalised groups, such as
people with disabilities.

The call for proposals for the Business Innovation Challenge will close on
Monday 8 April 2019 at 11:59 pm EAT. To enter the Business Innovation
Challenge, applicants must submit the online application form found at the
Kenya Catalytic Jobs Fund website. The Business Innovation Challenge will be
implemented by Mercy Corps as part of the fund’s pilot phase.

Notes to editors

e The British Prime Minister, Theresa May, announced a package of new
initiatives to support African youth during her visit to the continent
last year. This included a number of new initiatives in Kenya. For more
information, see press release.

e In 2018, the UK Department for International Development and the British
Council co-funded the Next Generation Kenya research which aimed to
understand youth attitudes and aspirations, amplify youth voices and, in
turn, make a contribution towards improved youth policy. The report
found that Kenyan youth are passionate about their country and are eager
to contribute to its future, but highlighted job creation as an area of
concern. Find the 2018 Next Generation Report.

e The Kenya Catalytic Jobs Fund will focus on creating jobs for young
people, including marginalised groups. Disability inclusion is a
priority for the UK Government. Following the UK and Kenya government
co-hosted Global Disability Summit in 2018, governments, including
Kenya, made commitments to fully value the contribution people with
disabilities can make to the success of their nations. You can see a
full list of the commitments including Kenya, made at the Summit.
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Press release: (Close season for coarse
fishing on rivers starts

The Environment Agency is reminding anglers that coarse fishing on rivers 1is
closed for three months from Friday 15 March.
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