
Press release: PM statement on the New
Zealand attack: 15 March 2019

Prime Minister Theresa May made a statement on the New Zealand terrorist
attack.

Speech: Wales’ potential to prosper as
an exporting nation

As Wales Week in London draws to a close, there is no better time for us all
to reflect on Wales’ position in the global marketplace – and there is much
to be proud of.

The amazing scope of Welsh innovation and entrepreneurship was showcased in
last year’s Board of Trade Awards hosted in Swansea. They ranged from a
marine lighting firm in Swansea, furniture makers in Wrexham, revolutionary
construction material manufacturers based in Pontypridd – and a brewery in
Newport. These companies have contributed to Wales’ impressive economic
performance. LSN Diffusion – an Ammanford-based powder coating company –
exports nearly 90% of its products to countries including India and the U.S
for example.

Goods exports from Wales continue to grow – rising by 3% to £16.9bn in the
year to Q3 2018 – and that’s before taking into account our world-class
services offering to global investors. Wales attracted 57 FDI projects in
2017/18, creating more than 3,100 new jobs.

Wales is building a strong reputation for innovation around the world –
offering foreign companies access to top class talent, and a growing range of
opportunities in areas like semiconductors, cyber security, neuroscience,
wound healing, and of course the financial and insurance sectors, which in
2017 employed 29,500 people in Wales, contributing over £2.8bn to the UK
economy.

The UK Government is working hard to continue that success by supporting
Welsh firms to enter and expand into growing markets around the world.

In November 2018, we announced a £250m Energy Investment Portfolio in Wales,
which will deliver further growth in innovative sectors, create jobs, and
drive prosperity.

We also have dedicated online support – invest.great.gov.uk, giving overseas
businesses help and advice to invest in the UK and access our high potential
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investment opportunities – and great.gov.uk, which acts as a first port of
call to get Welsh firms started on their exporting journey. The platform also
offers information and support ranging from country guides and export
opportunities to specialist advice on accessing particular markets.

And UK Export Finance – the UK’s export credit agency – has dedicated finance
managers in Wales and has provided nearly £7.5m of support for Welsh
exporters in 2017-18, resulting in over £64m worth of overseas sales.

The truth is that if you’re a Welsh business, or thinking of investing in
Wales, there has never been a better time, in terms of support, opportunity
and ease of doing business.

The UK – with Wales at its heart – stands at the beginning of an exciting
period in its trading history, with the opportunity to reach out to the wider
world as an independent trading nation. It is estimated that in the next 5
years, around 90% of global economic growth will come from non-EU nations.

Cardiff-based company Sure Chill is one of the Welsh companies leading the
way, with life-changing medical refrigerators that have protected 20 million
vaccinations in over 50 countries including Kenya, Mali, Nepal, Nigeria and
Pakistan.

As we prepare to leave the EU, this is the moment to look to the future – to
a world beyond Europe, and a time beyond Brexit. The UK is a great trading
nation – and the UK Government will continue to work with firms in Wales to
deliver the investment, exports and new opportunities that our people,
businesses and communities need.

Press release: Foreign Secretary
statement on international sanctions
in response to Russian aggression in
the Black Sea

The EU, together with Australia, Canada and the US, has imposed sanctions on
individuals for their role in Russia’s use of military force against 3
Ukrainian vessels and their crew in the Kerch Strait and Black Sea in
November 2018.

The EU sanctions will prevent named individuals from travelling within the
EU, and freeze any known assets linked to them in the EU.

The UK has consistently stood with Ukraine in opposing this attack and all
instances of Russian aggression towards Ukraine, including Russia’s illegal
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annexation of Crimea five years ago. We will continue to do so together with
our international partners.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said:

Today, the UK and our international partners in the EU, Australia,
Canada and the US have sent an unequivocal message to Russia that
their attack on Ukrainian vessels in the Kerch Strait and Black Sea
last year was absolutely unacceptable. These sanctions are another
example of the international community standing up to Russia as it
persistently violates international law. We will continue to take
necessary action together in response to Russia’s efforts to
destabilise Ukraine.

Russia must immediately release the 24 detained servicemen and
return the seized vessels. We remain deeply concerned for the
safety and welfare of the servicemen who are unjustly held in
Russian custody. Russia must allow free and unhindered passage of
Ukrainian and international ships through the Kerch Strait and the
Sea of Azov.

We, with our international partners, stand with Ukraine in opposing
Russia’s ongoing efforts to undermine Ukrainian security,
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Further information

Press release: Foreign Secretary
statement on international sanctions
in response to Russian aggression in
the Black Sea

The Foreign Secretary welcomes action taken by the EU, Australia, Canada and
the US
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News story: Statement by the
governments of France, Germany, UK and
US on the 8th anniversary of the
Syrian conflict

Eight years ago today, tens of thousands of Syrians took to the streets to
claim the right to express themselves freely, call for reform, and demand
justice. The Assad regime’s brutal response, and role in the conflict that
followed, resulted in the largest humanitarian crisis since World War II.

We recognize the brave men and women from across Syria’s diverse society who
have worked towards a better future for all Syrians. We also remember the
countless civilians who have lost their lives from torture, starvation, and
attacks by the regime and its backers. Over 400,000 men, women, and children
have been killed. Tens of thousands have been disappeared into Assad’s prison
system, where many have been tortured and killed. Countless families still
have no news of the relatives they have lost, and have no closure.

Whilst the Assad regime and its backers try to convince the world that the
conflict is over and that life has returned to normal, the reality is that
the regime’s suppression of the Syrian people has not ended. Approximately 13
million Syrians are now in need of humanitarian assistance, many of them
still denied safe and unhindered humanitarian access by the regime. Over 11
million – half of Syria’s prewar population – are displaced, unable to return
home. The violence in Idlib has recently increased, and airstrikes have taken
the lives of civilians and humanitarian workers.

The military solution the Syrian regime hopes to achieve, with backing from
Russia and Iran, will not bring peace. The only way to end the violence and
economic hardship as well as to secure a lasting settlement to the conflict
is a negotiated political solution. And only a political solution can provide
the necessary guarantees for all components of Syrian society as well as for
Syria’s neighbors.

The Governments of France, Germany, the United Kingdom, and the United States
reiterate our support for the UN-led process in Geneva and UN Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2254 to bring about a peaceful and stable Syria,
and to consolidate the gains achieved by the liberation of territory from
ISIS. We will continue to pursue accountability for the crimes committed in
the Syrian conflict in order to achieve justice and reconciliation for the
Syrian people. We are clear that we will not consider providing or supporting
any reconstruction assistance until a credible, substantive, and genuine
political process is irreversibly underway. Russia and Syria must respect the
right of Syrian refugees to return home voluntarily and safely, end pretenses
that conditions are right for reconstruction and normalization, and we call
on them to engage seriously in the negotiations that alone can bring peace to
Syria.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-statement-by-the-governments-of-france-germany-uk-and-us-on-the-8th-anniversary-of-the-syrian-conflict/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-statement-by-the-governments-of-france-germany-uk-and-us-on-the-8th-anniversary-of-the-syrian-conflict/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-statement-by-the-governments-of-france-germany-uk-and-us-on-the-8th-anniversary-of-the-syrian-conflict/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-statement-by-the-governments-of-france-germany-uk-and-us-on-the-8th-anniversary-of-the-syrian-conflict/

