
Press release: Government launches £3
million scheme to regenerate village
halls

Funding will support around a hundred local building projects to help rural
communities better connect.

Press release: Joint Statement on
Fighting Near Gharyan, Libya

The governments of France, Italy, the United Arab Emirates, the United
Kingdom, and the United States are deeply concerned by fighting near Gharyan,
Libya and urge all parties to immediately de-escalate tensions, which are
hindering prospects for UN political mediation. At this sensitive moment in
Libya’s transition, military posturing and threats of unilateral action only
risk propelling Libya back toward chaos. We strongly believe that there is no
military solution to the Libya conflict. Our governments oppose any military
action in Libya and will hold accountable any Libyan faction that
precipitates further civil conflict.

We stand united behind UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General
(SRSG) Ghassan Salamé as the UN seeks to break Libya’s political deadlock,
improve transitional governance, and chart a path toward credible and
peaceful elections. All Libyan actors should work constructively with SRSG
Salamé as the UN finalizes plans for the national conference planned for
April 14-16.

Further information

Press release: Joint Statement on
Fighting Near Gharyan, Libya

The following statement on Libya was released by the Governments of France,
Italy, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and the United States
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Press release: Equine Viral Arteritis
confirmed in Dorset

The UK Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed Equine Viral Arteritis in
Dorset.

Press release: Equine Viral Arteritis
confirmed in Dorset

The UK’s Chief Veterinary Officer has today confirmed two cases of Equine
Viral Arteritis in non-thoroughbred stallions on a premises in Dorset. There
is no risk to public health.

Restrictions on breeding have been put in place on the animals to limit the
risk of the disease spreading and further investigations are ongoing. The
animals affected are not racehorses and there is no indication that upcoming
racing events will be affected.

Chief Veterinary Officer Christine Middlemiss said:

We have taken swift action to limit the risk of the disease
spreading by restricting the movement of the animals and their
semen. A full investigation is underway to determine the source and
possible spread of the infection. Owners of mares and stallions are
urged to have their animals tested before they are used for
breeding.

These findings remind us that we must all be vigilant for signs of
disease and follow strict biosecurity measures.

You can help prevent the disease spreading by:

vaccinating stallions against the disease – talk to your vet for advice
practising good biosecurity on your premises
owners of mares and stallions are urged to have their animals tested
before they are used for breeding.

If you suspect equine viral arteritis please get in touch with the Animal and
Plant Health Agency. If you wish to have your horse tested on a precautionary
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basis contact you private vet and have your animal tested at an accredited
laboratory.


