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News story: The Times/ Sunday Times

On 10 January 2019, News UK submitted an application to vary certain
conditions put in place in 1981 by the then Secretary of State for Trade. The
changes proposed by News UK would allow The Times and The Sunday Times to
share journalistic resources, subject to the agreement of each newspaper’s
editor. The application proposed no other changes to the 1981 conditions. As
set out in the Invitation to Comment which my department published on 18
January 2019, this was treated as an application by News UK to replace the
1981 conditions with new undertakings in accordance with Schedule 18 to the
Communications Act 2003.

I have considered this application in my quasi-judicial role regarding media
merger cases. Having considered News UK’s application and the representations
made to the Invitation to Comment, I have concluded that there has been a
material change in circumstances since 1981 that warrants me considering the
application. I have also concluded that the change of circumstances justifies
the variation, as the effect of News UK’s proposed changes would not, in my
view, materially impact on the public interest considerations contained in
Section 58 Enterprise Act 2002.

I am, therefore, minded to accept News UK’s application. However, in
considering the proposed new undertakings as a whole, I have noted that the
existing governance arrangements – agreed in 1981 – lack clarity and
certainty over roles and responsibilities. Before agreeing the application I
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am therefore of the view that these arrangements need to be suitably updated
and enhanced to reflect corporate best practice.

I have asked DCMS officials to discuss these issues with News UK and to
consider new proposals from News UK to update the proposed undertakings to
address my concerns. I will update the House in due course on these
discussions. Should News UK be able to offer revised undertakings which meet
my concerns, I will, as required in legislation, consult on the final form of
the undertakings before deciding whether or not to accept them.

Press release: CMA alleges piano
supplier illegally prevented price
discounts

The CMA has provisionally found that Casio has broken competition law by
restricting retailer freedom to discount online.

Press release: Government ensures
housing development helps foot the
bill for school places

New guidance sets out how councils can seek funding from housing development
in their area and use it to create school places

Speech: PM statement at the European
Council: 11 April 2019

I have just met with Donald Tusk, the President of the European Council,
where I agreed an extension to the Brexit process to the end of October at
the latest.
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I continue to believe we need to leave the EU, with a deal, as soon as
possible.

And vitally, the EU have agreed that the extension can be terminated when the
Withdrawal Agreement has been ratified — which was my key request of my
fellow leaders.

For example, this means that, if we are able to pass a deal in the first
three weeks of May, we will not have to take part in European Elections and
will officially leave the EU on Saturday, 1st June.

During the course of the extension, the European Council is clear that the UK
will continue to hold full membership rights, as well as its obligations.

As I said in the room tonight, there is only a single tier of EU membership,
with no conditionality attached beyond existing treaty obligations.

Let me conclude by saying this.

I know that there is huge frustration from many people that I had to request
this extension.

The UK should have left the EU by now and I sincerely regret the fact that I
have not yet been able to persuade Parliament to approve a deal which would
allow the UK to leave in a smooth and orderly way.

But the choices we now face are stark and the timetable is clear.

So we must now press on at pace with our efforts to reach a consensus on a
deal that is in the national interest.

Tomorrow I will be making a statement to the House of Commons.

Further talks will also take place between the Government and the Opposition
to seek a way forward.

I do not pretend the next few weeks will be easy or that there is a simple
way to break the deadlock in Parliament.

But we have a duty as politicians to find a way to fulfil the democratic
decision of the Referendum, deliver Brexit and move our country forward.

Nothing is more pressing or more vital.


