Speech: Education Secretary sets out
plan for international education

Good evening everyone. I am delighted to welcome you all here to discuss the
huge opportunities of International Education.

Around the world our schools, our universities, our teaching, are all bywords
for excellence. We have the best stable of brands in the business,
complemented by the gift of the greatest IP asset in history: the English
language.

Few can claim to compete with the extent and longevity of our great
educational institutions or the depth and breadth of our cultural heritage.
Every year, as we celebrate Saint George’s day we also celebrate the birth of
Shakespeare.

I'm always in the market for ideas from other countries; there is no
practical limit to what we can learn from each other and so others look to
learn from us too. Education ministers from around the world want to know
about our success with phonics, with school autonomy, and the turnaround
story of our state schools especially in this city, London.

If you look at governments around the world, a good number of those holding
public office have had a British education — like Pakistan’s prime minister
Imran Khan who studied at Oxford; while Yemi Osinbajo, the vice president of
Nigeria studied at LSE and the incoming emperor of Japan, Prince Naruhito,
who also studied at Oxford.

It is a truly extraordinary statistic: the British Council estimates that one
in four countries have leaders who have been educated here at some point.

But the thing about excellence is that you have to keep working at it, and as
you raise your game, remember others are raising theirs.

In higher education, according to the QS World University Rankings, we have 4
in the top ten; 18 in the Top 100, and a position 2nd only to the US.

It is vital that we are welcoming of International HE students to the UK. The
government’s 2018 immigration white paper sets out a number of positive
changes to the visa offer for international students.

But sometimes we talk as though visas are the only issue to work on. In QS’
International Student Survey, 2018, student visas came 7th as a factor in
terms of international students’ decision making. An institution’s
reputation, how welcoming it is to students, and employment prospects, all
scored more highly.

In higher education we are still gaining volume, but we are losing share, as
we have grown around 5% from 435,000 students in 2013/14 to 458,000 in
2017/18. We do have quite a reliance on one source market — albeit a very big
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one: China. We should look to develop both existing markets but to diversify
and develop new and sustainable opportunities too, for example continuing to
grow the Indian market, and countries from South East Asia and Africa too.

The International Education Strategy looks to increase the number of
international higher education students to 600,000 by 2030.

International students make a vital contribution to the UK economy. In 2016
they brought in almost £12bn through tuition fees and living expenditure
alone.

But international students mean far more to us than the financial benefits
they bring.

They bring greater cultural diversity to university and college campuses, and
enrich the experience for all students who study there, as well as the wider
communities. They stimulate demand for courses and add to the UK’s impressive
research capacity.

In the longer term, they offer cultural, political and commercial links, an
enduring part of Global Britain

Growing the UK’'s in-country transnational education, at both school and HE
levels, is an area ultimately with even greater potential. It enables UK
education institutions to reach a much broader and more diverse cohort of
international students than ever before.

I know there are barriers to overcome to make transnational education
sustainable, and worthwhile.

There are specific actions in the strategy designed to support this.

For example by engaging in dialogue with countries with recognised export
potential and working to resolve regulatory barriers through international
agreements and the work of the Education Champion we are planning to appoint.

The latest available data, for 2016, show that international schools
contributed £900m in export revenue to the UK. Early years provision has
become established in China for example, and a number of British schools are
now operating successfully overseas, like Dulwich which has seven
international schools in the Far East.

Now, to be truly international and outward-looking we have to address some
things much closer to home. We have never been world famous for our language
skills, but this took a dive in 2004 when the decline of modern languages in
schools began.

Global Britain needs more — a lot more — children learning a language, at
least one language, and that means we need a lot more language teachers, too.

Our Mandarin Excellence Programme is on track to ensure 5,000 students in
state-funded schools are working towards fluency in Mandarin Chinese,
alongside 100 newly qualified Chinese teachers, to be trained by the end of



the programme in March 2020.

And the Spanish Visiting Teachers Programme, run in partnership with Spain’s
Ministry of Education and Vocational Training looks to support state-funded
schools in England to recruit MFL teachers by providing access to a pool of
qualified teachers from Spain. But we need to do more.

In January I announced a new £2.5million programme to enable thousands more
young people to take part in international exchanges and visits.

Schools in England can now apply for grants to take pupils aged 11 and above
to visit partner schools around the world, giving them the chance to
experience different cultures, improve language skills and build
independence, character and resilience. And the programme focuses
particularly on children from disadvantaged backgrounds.

We need to talk about Education Technology too. This is a flourishing
business sector for the UK, with a steadily growing export market. We already
have the largest EdTech market in Europe and some of the fastest growing
EdTech companies in the world but have more to do to maximise our position.

We know that domestic market development and export success are closely
linked, so we will support UK EdTech businesses in both.

Specifically, this means:

e defining 10 new “EdTech challenges” to galvanise industry action on some
real-world issues faced by the education sector where technology has
strong potential to drive progress;

e helping to forge new connections between technology innovators and their
users, through the creation of testbed schools and colleges; and

e supporting more effective procurement practice for both suppliers and
users. For example, through support for BESA’s LendED platforms — a try-
before-you-buy service linking EdTech companies and educators.

Distance and remote learning have much potential. Just last week, indeed on
the same day we were celebrating both Shakespeare and St. George, the Open
University, a world leader in distance learning, marked its 50th anniversary.
Their approach exemplifies this potential for technology to support learning
beyond traditional classroom environments, widening access to higher
education for thousands, and we want the UK to harness opportunities provided
by technology in the coming years.

It has been said before, but UK education is punching above its weight, but
below its potential. The strategy is here to support you, the education
sector. I want to finish by thanking you for all your hard work that’s put
the UK in such a strong position across the educational export sector. We are
here to work together to help drive our success in the future.

It has never been more important for us to be globally-minded, outward
looking and ambitious. The competition has never been fiercer. But the
opportunities have never been greater. They are there to be taken.



Press release: Gove delivers
legislation to ban wild animals in
circuses

Government introduces Bill to ban the use of wild animals in travelling
circuses.

Press release: Plans announced to
introduce new laws for internet
connected devices

Plans to ensure that millions of household items that are connected to the
internet are better protected from cyber attacks have been launched

Press release: Gove delivers
legislation to ban wild animals in
circuses

Environment Secretary Michael Gove has today (1 May) announced a new Bill to
ban the use of wild animals in travelling circuses.

Some of the animals which currently perform in circuses include reindeer,
zebras and camels. The use of wild animals in travelling circuses has no
place in modern society and does nothing to further the conservation or our
understanding of wild animals.

The Wild Animals in Circuses Bill means that circus operators in England will
no longer be able to use wild animals as part of a travelling circus.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:
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Travelling circuses are no place for wild animals in the 21st
century and I am pleased that this legislation will put an end to
this practice for good.

Today’'s announcement follows other measures we have taken to
strengthen our position as a world leader on animal protection.
This includes our ban on ivory sales to protect elephants, and
delivering Finn’'s Law to strengthen the protection of service
animals.

Animal Welfare Minister David Rutley said:

I am pleased that today’s legislation will deliver on the ban that
many welfare charities and parliamentarians have been calling for.

The general public can still enjoy a trip to the circus, but it is
good to know that wild animals will no longer be a part of that
experience.

Today’s announcement follows a commitment in February 2018 to introduce a ban

by the time the existing interim licensing regulations expire in January
2020.

A number of animal welfare charities have also been campaigning for a ban and
welcomed today’s news.

Dr Chris Draper, Head of Animal Welfare & Captivity at the Born Free
Foundation said:

After years of waiting for this issue to be resolved, Born Free is
delighted that Mr Gove will now bring this Bill forward. The use of
wild animals in travelling circuses is outdated and unpopular, and
this legislation will bring England into line with a long and
increasing list of countries which have banned this practice. Born
Free and its supporters have campaigned for a long time for this
outcome and we look forward to the swift progress of the Bill
through Parliament.

David Bowles, Head of Public Affairs at the RSPCA said:

We really welcome the Government introducing a Bill to ban the
outdated practice of using wild animals in circuses.

We’'ve campaigned against having wild animals in circuses for many
years. They have complex needs that cannot be properly met in a
circus environment. It’s high time keeping wild animals in circuses
is consigned to the history books and we look forward to the day
that it is banned for good in England.



Jan Creamer, President of Animal Defenders International (ADI) said:

We are delighted and relieved that the UK Government is bringing in
its promised legislation to ban wild animals in circuses. Animal
Defenders International has documented suffering and abuse in UK
circuses for more than 20 years and this long-awaited measure will
stop circus suffering in England, and take us another step closer
to the UK-wide ban the public want and the animals need.

Simon Doherty, BVA President, said:

We are delighted to see this coming into law following a long and
sustained campaign and a huge groundswell of public support. While
this issue may not affect a great number of individual animals, a
ban is emblematic of how we should be treating animals in modern
world.

Press release: Plans announced to
introduce new laws for internet
connected devices

e Basic cyber security features to be built into products
e Consumers will get better information on how secure their devices are
e Consultation now launched ahead of potential legislation

Plans to ensure that millions of household items that are connected to the
internet are better protected from cyber attacks have been launched by
Digital Minister Margot James.

Options that the Government will be consulting on include a mandatory new
labelling scheme. The label would tell consumers how secure their products
such as ‘smart’ TVs, toys and appliances are. The move means that retailers
will only be able to sell products with an Internet of Things (IoT) security
label.

The Government will be consulting on options including a mandatory new

labelling scheme. The label would tell consumers how secure their products
such as ‘smart’ TVs, toys and appliances are. The move means retailers will
only be able to sell items with an Internet of Things (IoT) security label.

The consultation focuses on mandating the top three security requirements
that are set out in the current ‘Secure by Design’ code of practice. These
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include that:

e IoT device passwords must be unique and not resettable to any universal
factory setting.

e Manufacturers of IoT products provide a public point of contact as part
of a vulnerability disclosure policy.

e Manufacturers explicitly state the minimum length of time for which the
device will receive security updates through an end of life policy.

Following the consultation, the security label will initially be launched as
a voluntary scheme to help consumers identify products that have basic
security features and those that don’t.

Digital Minister Margot James said:

Many consumer products that are connected to the internet are often
found to be insecure, putting consumers privacy and security at
risk. Our Code of Practice was the first step towards making sure
that products have security features built in from the design stage
and not bolted on as an afterthought.

These new proposals will help to improve the safety of Internet
connected devices and is another milestone in our bid to be a
global leader in online safety.

National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) Technical Director, Dr Ian Levy said:

Serious security problems in consumer IoT devices, such as pre-set
unchangeable passwords, continue to be discovered and it’s
unacceptable that these are not being fixed by manufacturers.

This innovative labelling scheme is good news for consumers,
empowering them to make informed decisions about the technology
they are bringing into their homes.

CEO of techUK Julian David said:

techUK welcomes the publication of the Government’s consultation on
regulatory next steps for consumer IoT. This follows the
Government’s voluntary Secure by Design Code of Practice for
consumer IoT security launched last year, which techUK supported.
The Code advocates for stronger cyber security measures to be built
into smart products right from the design stage.

We are pleased that the security requirements outlined in the
consultation are consistent with the Secure by Design Code of
Practice and key industry standards that already exist for consumer
IoT devices. This is an important first step in creating flexible



and purposeful regulation that stamps out poor security practices,
which techUK’'s research shows can act as significant barriers on
the take-up of consumer IoT devices.

The proposals set out have the potential to positively impact the
security of devices made across the world and it is good to see the
Government is working with international partners to ensure a
consistent approach to IoT security. techUK looks forward to
responding to this consultation on behalf of our members.

The consultation follows the government’s voluntary Secure by Design Code of
Practice for consumer IoT security launched last year. The Code advocates for
stronger cyber security measures to be built into smart products right from
the design stage, and has already been backed by Centrica Hive, HP Inc Geo
and more recently Panasonic.

The proposals come a day after Margot James held a roundtable on IoT security
with global technology companies. As a result Amazon, Philips, Panasonic,
Samsung, Miele, Yale and Legrand affirmed their commitment to taking steps to
ensure that effective security solutions are being implemented across IoT
products on the market.

The Government is working with international partners to ensure that the
guidelines drive a consistent approach to IoT security. The proposals set out
in the consultation have the potential to impact security of devices made
across the world to meet the UK’s future standards.

Alternative options to the label that Government are also consulting on would
be to mandate retailers to not sell any products that do not adhere to the
top three security requirements of the Code.

ENDS
Notes to editors:

The consultation document will be available on the Government’s Secure by
Design pages and is open for 5 weeks. It has been published alongside a
consumer survey report which tested various label designs with 6,482 UK
consumers as part of helping to create a labelling scheme that was backed by
evidence.

The public consultation is part of a wider evidence based approach, to create
regulatory proposals for consumer IoT products.

In February, ETSI, the European Standards Organisation, Iaunched Technical
Specification 103 645, the first globally-applicable industry standard on the
cybersecurity of internet-connected consumer devices. TS 103 645 builds on
the Code of Practice for Consumer IoT Security, but has been developed for
wider European and global needs. Cybersecurity Tech Accord signatories
endorsed the ETSI TS 103 645 in March 2019.

Stakeholders can submit feedback to the consultation via
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securebydesign@culture.gov.uk

The UK Government has also updated its guidance for consumers (‘Smart
devices: using them safely in your home’) — the guidance has been published
on DCMS and NCSC’s website.

The Industrial Strategy sets out a long term plan to boost the productivity
and earning power of people throughout the UK. It sets out how we are
building a Britain fit for the future — how we will help businesses create
better, higher-paying jobs in every part of the UK with investment in skills,
industries and infrastructure.

The Minister made the announcement at the PETRAS/IET Living in the Internet
of Things Conference (1-2 May 2019), at the Institution of Engineering and
Technology, Savoy Place.
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