
News story: Census (Return Particulars
and Removal of Penalties) Bill

The Census (Return Particulars and Removal of Penalties) Bill has been
published today, having been introduced in the House of Lords yesterday.

The Bill will amend the Census Act 1920 and the Census Act (Northern Ireland)
1969 to remove the penalty for not responding to new census questions on
sexual orientation and gender identity.

This means that the 2021 Census in England and Wales, and Northern Ireland,
may include questions on sexual orientation and gender identity, which can be
answered on a voluntary basis.

This Bill delivers on the proposals set out in the December 2018 White Paper,
Help Shape our Future: The 2021 Census of Population and Housing in England
and Wales, which sets out the UK Statistics Authority’s recommendations that
these new questions be included in the 2021 Census in England and Wales, on a
voluntary basis.

News story: Inspection Report
Published: An inspection of the EU
Settlement Scheme

For the Home Office, the EU Settlement Scheme represents both a major
challenge and a great opportunity.

On a practical level, the challenge is to process the applications to the
Scheme that it receives from the estimated 3.5 million EU citizens living in
the UK and ensure that each applicant is granted either settled status or
pre-settled status in line with their rights. However, against a climate of
mistrust of its intentions and its competence, it is not lost on the Home
Office that the Scheme is also an opportunity to demonstrate what it is
capable of achieving with the right resources, appropriate input from other
government departments and ministerial support for a new (“looking to grant”)
approach.

The draft EU Withdrawal Agreement referred to the creation of a new
Independent Monitoring Authority to monitor the Scheme and investigate
alleged breaches. Ahead of this, the government acknowledged that monitoring
of the Scheme falls within my remit. Since the Scheme has been developed and
rolled out in phases and will run at least until the end of 2020, my
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intention is to carry out a number of inspections of it.

In the first of these, I examined the progress the Home Office had made in
designing and testing the Scheme, focusing on the Private Beta 2 (PB2) phase
that ran between November and December 2018. I looked specifically at
governance of the Project, at staffing, and at the learning the Home Office
had gained from its testing, including from the trialling of the ‘EU Exit: ID
Document Check app’ and from the inclusion in PB2 of a small cohort of
vulnerable applicants. I also looked at internal and external communications
in relation to the Scheme.

The inspection found areas for improvement and my report, submitted at the
beginning of March, made seven recommendations, all of which the Home Office
has now accepted. At the time of this inspection the Scheme had still to
launch and therefore to be properly tested, however it is important to note
that compared with many other areas of BICS, where systems and staff
resources appear under constant strain, forcing them to be largely reactive
and to juggle different demands, the EU Settlement Scheme stood out as having
been afforded the preparation time, resources and organisational priority to
succeed, and morale amongst the staff working on the Scheme, many of them new
to the Home Office, was high. Maintaining this when the Scheme becomes
‘business as usual’ and workloads become more challenging will be crucial and
a number of the recommendations go to this point.

The Scheme went ‘live’ on 30 March 2019, since when the rate of applications
received has grown substantially. I therefore plan to carry out a further
inspection of the Scheme beginning later this month.

News story: New Secretary of State for
International Development

Help us improve GOV.UK

To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today.
We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill
in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with
anyone.

Email address 

Send me the survey Don’t have an email address?

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-new-secretary-of-state-for-international-development/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-new-secretary-of-state-for-international-development/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/gov-uk-banner/?c=/government/news/new-secretary-of-state-for-international-development--2&gcl=1627485790.1515403243


Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Jakobsdóttir: 2 May 2019

Prime Minister Theresa May met Prime Minister Katrín Jakobsdóttir of Iceland
in Downing Street this morning.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Jakobsdóttir: 2 May 2019

The Prime Minister welcomed Prime Minister Katrín Jakobsdóttir of Iceland to
Downing Street for the first time on Thursday morning, building on their
meeting at the Northern Future Forum in Oslo in October.

The leaders reiterated their shared ambition to continue close cooperation
between the UK and Iceland after Brexit. The Prime Minister thanked Prime
Minister Jakobsdóttir for formalising our mutual commitment through
continuity agreements. She also gave an update on the UK’s exit from the EU
and talks with the Opposition to find a way forward that Parliament can
support.

The Prime Minister welcomed Iceland’s forthcoming chairmanship of the Arctic
Council and looked forward to working closely on shared environmental
priorities, including reducing plastic pollution.

They also spoke about the importance of improving cybersecurity and progress
on tackling online harms and modern slavery.
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