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Thank you, Mr President. Let me begin by thanking the High Representative for
his very objective and detailed report and for all the efforts that he has
made and his team have made to support peace and security in Bosnia. You
continue to have our full support.

I'd also like to echo the tribute that you made to Lord Ashdown who played a
vital role in galvanising international action during the conflicts that
followed the breakup of the former Yugoslavia. We won’'t forget his personal
contribution to the stability and security of the region.

Mr President, I think the High Representative brought out very clearly for
us, in his briefing, the major challenges with regard to the rule of law, the
backsliding against different commitments and also the many risks to Bosnia’s
future. And I think that your briefing really brought home to us the need for
the Council to remain very focussed on the situation in Bosnia and also the
continuing importance of your role and the role of the 0ffice of the High
Representative, which remains the final authority regarding the civilian
implementation of the peace agreement. And this includes our support, the UK
support, for the use of the Bonn Powers — if the situation requires — as well
as continuing support for the EUFOR mission and its executive mandate. You
have our full support.

Mr President, the last time we met to discuss this issue, elections had just
taken place. However, seven months later, the process of government formation
is still not complete. While we welcome the swift progress made in the
Republika Srpska, we share the disappointment of South Africa and Cote
d’'Ivoire, in that it’s very disappointing that the state-level Council of
Ministers, the Federation entity Government and four of the ten cantonal
Governments have not yet been appointed. And we also urge political leaders
to engage constructively on government formation at all levels, so they can
begin to implement reforms that benefit all of their citizens.

Again, when we last met, many Council members — including the United Kingdom
— urged those in positions of responsibility to refrain from spreading


http://www.government-world.com/speech-calling-for-peace-security-and-justice-in-bosnia/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-calling-for-peace-security-and-justice-in-bosnia/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-calling-for-peace-security-and-justice-in-bosnia-2/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-calling-for-peace-security-and-justice-in-bosnia-2/

divisive sentiments and to act in the interests of all citizens. It’s again
extremely disappointing that the divisive nationalist rhetoric, which
dominated the election period, has persisted. As the High Representative
indicated, such divisive nationalist rhetoric makes politics difficult and
compromise elusive. It doesn’t serve the citizens that they are elected to
represent, nor does it encourage the peace and stability we’ve all hoped for,
for so many years. It is particularly concerning that some authority figures
have attempted to use their position to undermine state institutions and
intimidate Bosnian citizens, such as through announced changes to the
Republika Srpska Criminal Code, which again, you highlighted in your report.

We fully support the Peace Implementation Council steering board’s commitment
to Bosnia and Herzegovina's fundamental structure as a single sovereign state
composed of two entities. This spread of nationalistic sentiment is
indicative of the wider political environment in which the democratic sphere
is gradually being eroded. Laws on public assembly fall short of
international standards across Bosnia and so recent moves to make these even
more restrictive in the Republika Srpska were particularly alarming. Freedom
of expression, peaceful assembly and freedom of the media are fundamental
elements of a healthy functional democracy. Unnecessary and antagonistic
legislative changes only serve to undermine democracy and move Bosnia further
away from the international standards and democratic norms it needs to meet
in order to progress.

Mr President, the United Kingdom welcomes the progress made, including the
appeals judgment of the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal
Tribunals on the case of Radovan Karadzic. This judgment is an important
result for international justice, sending a powerful message that those who
carry out atrocities will be held accountable for their actions and sentenced
accordingly. Therefore, it’s simply appalling that political leaders and
sections of society continue to deny not only the judgments of the ICTY and
the IRMCT, but also the genocide in Srebrenica, despite the conclusive
finding of genocide by both international tribunals and national courts. It
is deplorable that political actors are willing to put their political
pursuits ahead of justice for victims and for peace for all.

We also commend the submission of the answers to the follow-up questions to
the European Commission questionnaire. And we welcome the public commitment
of the presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina's European path as declared in a
joint statement in December. Bosnia must now demonstrate its commitment to
European-Atlantic integration, including to the rule of law, democracy and
human rights. To ensure this is successful, the implementation of difficult
but essential reforms are necessary. As are efforts on socio-economic
reforms, which provide more opportunities for the citizens of Bosnia and
therefore help to stem the flow of people leaving in search of a more
prosperous and stable future elsewhere.

Mr President, although there has been some progress, as I've just mentioned,
towards long term peace and prosperity for Bosnia, there is clearly still a
very long way to go. I think, therefore, it would be useful for this Council
to hear further from the High Representative about what more could we do and
what more could the international community do to enhance the rule of law in



Bosnia and to encourage reconciliation? We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you very much.

Speech: Jeremy Hunt’s opening remarks
at press conference with Mike Pompeo

The Foreign Secretary was speaking in London on 8 May alongside the US
Secretary of State.
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Good afternoon.

I'm delighted to welcome Secretary Mike Pompeo to the Foreign Office for his
first bilateral visit to Britain.

And it’'s a privilege to reaffirm the strength of the friendship between our
two countries.

The Anglo-American alliance was forged in the greatest struggle against
tyranny the world has ever known.

We will soon commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Normandy Landings, when
Britain and America joined forces with our Allies to begin the liberation of
Europe.

We look forward to welcoming President Trump to mark that occasion — and it’s
fitting that Secretary Pompeo should be our guest on VE Day.

I'm proud to say that in defence and security, Britain and America cooperate
more closely than any two countries in the world. We keep our people safe; we
entrust one another with intelligence that saves lives on both sides of the
Atlantic.

Just last year, when the Russian state used a chemical weapon in Salisbury,
America responded by expelling 60 Russian officials — more than any other
country — an act of friendship for which I repeat my thanks.
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We stand together in defence of the values upon which our nations were
founded.

Joint press conference between Jeremy Hunt and Mike Pompeo

Today Secretary Pompeo and I met faith leaders, including the Archbishop of
Canterbury, to discuss how we can better protect freedom of religion in a
world where people of all faiths — including 245 million Christians — face
persecution for practising their beliefs.

This is an issue close to both our hearts. The recent atrocities in New
Zealand and Sri Lanka remind us just why.

And I am thankful that today we have a glimmer of light with the news that
Asia Bibi will be able to embark on a new chapter in her life.

I welcome the government of Pakistan’s commitment to uphold the rule of law
following the decision of its Supreme Court to confirm her acquittal.

Britain’s primary concern has always been the safety of Asia Bibi and her
family; we have been in contact with our partners to help ensure that she
gets the freedom and security she deserves.

Today, the Prime Minister and I have had excellent discussions with Secretary
Pompeo on a range of global challenges, including China and the situations in
Yemen and Iran.

Let me focus on two of those issues.
First, Iran.

The UK and US work incredibly closely on Iran, including to counter Iran’s
destabilising activity in the Middle East.

Whilst we both agree that Iran must never be able to acquire a nuclear
weapon, it is no secret that we have a different approach on how best to
achieve that.

The UK has continued to support the nuclear deal, which is a key achievement
of the global non-proliferation architecture, because we believe it is in our
shared security interests.

But today’s announcement from Tehran about its commitments under the deal is
an unwelcome step. I urge Iran not to take further escalatory steps and to
stand by its commitments.

Sanctions were lifted in exchange for restrictions on Iran’s nuclear
programme. Should Iran cease to observe its nuclear commitments, there would
of course be consequences. For as long as Iran keeps its commitments, then so
too will the United Kingdom.

Turning to Venezuela, I am deeply concerned by the plight of the Venezuelan
people who have suffered so much at the hands of Maduro.
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We must intensify pressure on the regime, including through potential further
sanctions,

and condemn those who are propping up Maduro, particularly Russia whose
deployment of military personnel in Caracas will achieve nothing except
prolong the suffering of the Venezuelan people.

That’'s why earlier today the Foreign Office expressed our deep concern about
the Kremlin’s actions to the Russian Chargé d’Affaires.

As we respond to these challenges, Britain and America are united by the
values that have always been at the heart of our alliance.

Our countries cherish the same beliefs in liberty, democracy and the rule of
law. The anniversary of D-Day reminds us how the valour and sacrifice of a
previous generation saved those values from tyranny.

OQur duty is to follow in this great tradition.

Let me close by repeating my welcome to Mike, who is a great friend of the
United Kingdom. We are proud to stand shoulder to shoulder with the United
States to defend our values.

Speech: Lord Ashton’s speech at the
British Pavilion opening event

Ladies and Gentlemen, good afternoon.

I am delighted to be here today, as the representative of Her Majesty'’s
Government, for the opening of the British Pavilion at the 58th Venice
Biennale.

I am very grateful to the British Council for inviting me to this auspicious
event and allowing me to say a few words.

May I begin by congratulating the artist, Cathy Wilkes, for creating the
incredible works on show inside this building, and Dr Zoé Whitley, for so
skillfully curating the exhibition.

I had the pleasure of touring the pavilion this morning and I must say I was
awed by the visually striking and thought-provoking display. I am sure that
everyone here today and the many thousands of people who will visit the
pavilion over the next 6 months will have the same experience.

On behalf of the UK Government I would like to thank the British Council for
successfully managing the British Pavilion programme, which, together with
their wider work around the globe, has promoted the best of the UK’'s arts and
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culture on the world stage.

And may I also express my deep gratitude to the many sponsors, supporters and
patrons of the British Pavilion, whose kind and generous support is so vital
to its continued success. Thank you very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, we cannot underestimate the power of art and culture to
bring people together from different places around the world. Often it is our
cultural links which are right at the heart of cooperation between different
nations, even when we may disagree in other areas.

As the world’s preeminent arts festival, the Venice Biennale exemplifies the
value of international cultural collaboration and exchange.

The British Pavilion holds a particularly special place within this
magnificent festival, as one of the permanent national pavilions. And of
course, it is also one of the longest-standing, having been established in
1909.

Therefore, I hope, you will forgive my lack of modesty when I say that the
British Pavilion truly is a ‘must see’ for any visitor to the Biennale. And
this year’s exhibition truly lives up to its ‘must see’ status.

I am also delighted to say that, beyond the Pavilion itself, the festival
this year has an incredibly strong showing of talent from the UK, not least
of course with Ralph Rugoff, director of the Hayward Gallery in London, as
Artistic Director of the festival, becoming the first UK-based curator to
hold the coveted title.

And in addition to this, the Central Exhibition will also feature the work of
5 further artists from the UK, all supported by the British Council.

The 58th Venice Biennale is therefore set to be a great showcase for British
arts, demonstrating that the UK is an international cultural powerhouse, not
only in our heritage but in our amazing and thought-provoking contemporary
art.

So I would like to conclude by wishing the greatest success for the British
Pavilion, and the UK artists in this year’s festival.

Thank you.



