New requirements for electric
chargepoints as country moves towards
net zero

e from 1 July 2019, all government-funded chargepoints must use innovative
‘smart’ technology which could keep costs down for consumers

e new regulations contribute to the government’s net zero emissions target
and ambition for future transport to be cheaper and greener

e announcement follows the UK becoming the first G7 country to legislate
for zero net emissions

Roads Minister Michael Ellis has today (Monday 24 June 2019) announced that
all government-funded home chargepoints installed in the future must be
‘smart’.

From 1 July 2019, all chargepoints backed by the government Electric Vehicle
Homecharge Scheme must have the ability to be remotely accessed and capable
of receiving, interpreting and reacting to a signal.

Smart charging can reduce high peaks of electricity demands, minimising the
impact of electric vehicles on the electricity system — and crucially,
keeping costs down for consumers by encouraging off-peak charging.

Michael Ellis, Roads Minister, said:

The government wants the UK to be the best place in the world to
build and own an electric vehicle, with leadership and innovation
helping us pave the way to a zero emission future.

We're in the driving seat of the zero emission revolution. Our new
requirements for chargepoints could help keep costs down, ensuring
the benefits of green transport are felt by everyone.

Approximately 200 chargepoint models, from 25 chargepoint manufacturers, have
been confirmed as eligible after 1 July 2019, and have been marked
accordingly on the government’s online chargepoint model approval list.

Last summer the government published the Road to Zero strategy, built around
a core mission for all new cars and vans to be effectively zero emission by
2040, and outlined the ambition for all future transport to be cheaper, safer
and more accessible in the Future of mobility: urban strategy. Since then,
the UK has seen record levels of ultra-low emission vehicles registered.

The measures outlined in the Road to Zero strategy amount to nearly £1.5
billion of investment and represent one of the world’s most comprehensive
packages of support for zero-emission vehicles.
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Safety tips for motorway drivers at
start of breakdown season

New data from the company shows more than 48,500 motorway breakdowns happened
over the summer holiday period, between the final week of June and the first
weekend of September last year.

Highways England is expecting to respond to an extra 700 breakdowns a week
for the next 10 weeks, taking the average number of motorway breakdowns each
week to almost 5,000.

The first weekend in August was the busiest weekend for breakdowns on
England’s motorways in 2018 shortly followed by the final weekend in July,
with one breakdown reported every two minutes as drivers set off on day trips
and holidays.

Highways England, which is responsible for running England’s motorways and
major A road network, today launched a new safety campaign encouraging
drivers to remember the basics of motorway driving, including what to do if
you break down.

Adverts on radio, billboards and online will remind drivers of simple driving
rules to help keep everyone moving.

Richard Leonard, head of road safety at Highways England, said:

We want everyone to get to their destination safely and we can all
play a part in that.

Highways England has done a lot of work to ease congestion on our
motorways and make them safer, and our traffic officers are there
to help get things moving if there’s a problem. But you should also
make sure you know what to do if your vehicle does break down.

We're expecting to see a big increase in breakdowns over the next
few weeks as drivers set out on longer journeys during the summer.
So, we're urging drivers to remember the basics of motorway
driving, including carrying out simple vehicle checks before
setting off, to help keep us all moving.

Around a quarter of summer breakdowns are caused by punctures or other tyre
issues. Vehicles running out of fuel and engines overheating are also other
common reasons for breakdowns on motorways.

Highways England is advising drivers that regular car checks help avoid
breakdowns:
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e check tyres: prior to setting off on a long/significant journey, check
your tyre pressures are suitable for the load and the condition of your
tyres, including the spare. Look out for cuts or wear and make sure the
tyres have a minimum tread depth of 1.6mm, which is the legal limit

e check engine o0il: use your dipstick to check o0il regularly and before
any long journey, and top up if needed. Take your car back to the garage
if you're topping up more than usual

e check water: to ensure you have good visibility, always keep your screen
wash topped up so you can clear debris or dirt off your windscreen

e check lights: if your indicators, hazard lights, headlights, fog lights,
reverse lights or brake lights are not functioning properly, you are
putting yourself and your family at risk. In addition, light
malfunctions can be a reason for your vehicle to fail its MoT

e check fuel: before setting out, check your fuel levels and make sure you
have enough to get to your destination

More advice can be found online on the vehicle safety checks webpage.

Highways England has also issued five basic safety tips to follow if your car
does break down on a motorway:

e get away from the traffic: exit the motorway or get to an emergency area
or hard shoulder and use the free phone provided

e if that’s not possible, move left onto the verge

e get out of the left side of your car and behind the barrier if you can
and it is safe to do so

e get help — contact your breakdown provider or Highways England on 0300
123 5000.

e if you break down in moving traffic and cannot leave your car, keep your
seatbelt and hazard lights on and call 999

RAC patrol of the year Ben Aldous said:

The summer is always a busy time for us and with more drivers using
their vehicles for longer journeys and for extended periods, it is
vital they carry out checks before they travel to reduce the
chances of a breakdown.

This includes checking oil levels, making sure tyres are properly
inflated and have good tread, checking coolant, electrics and
making sure they have enough fuel for their journeys.

Safety should always be the priority for drivers — which means
obeying road signs, red X signals on motorways, avoiding in-vehicle
distractions and taking regular breaks to prevent fatigue on longer
journeys.

The new Highways England safety campaign is also encouraging drivers to keep
left except when overtaking, to help keep traffic flowing more freely, and to
‘follow the signs’ to keep everyone moving — that includes red X signs, which
are used to close lanes, and variable speed limit signs, which help improve
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the flow of traffic and tackle stop-start conditions.

Red Xs are displayed on overhead electronic signs to close lanes for several
reasons, including an accident or breakdown, debris in the carriageway, or

because of a person or animal on the road. Lanes are also closed to help

emergency services get through or to provide a safe space for road workers.

Ignoring a red X has been an offence since 1988, with drivers facing a £100
fine and three points on their licence. A new law was introduced earlier this

month which will enable enforcement by cameras after all the necessary
testing and preparation has been completed.

Edmund King, AA president said:

Neil

Keeping safe on the motorway is essential, yet almost one in 10
(7%) say they flout red X signs or do not believe the lower speed
limit on display. The signs and messages are on for a reason, and
doing as they say will save lives.

As well as checking your vehicle over before your journey, you
should also check you have the phone number or app of your
breakdown provider should the worst happen and you need assistance.

Cutting out middle lane hogging will also increase capacity and
reduce potential road rage.

Greig, IAM RoadSmart Director of Policy and Research, said:

Observation, anticipation and preparation are the key foundations
of advanced driving and when it comes to motorway driving
preparation is vital. Most major delays on holiday routes are
caused by unpredictable incidents such as breakdowns and
collisions.

Preparing yourself, your passengers and your car can minimise the
risk and help everyone get on with enjoying their break. Taking
care of the simple things like ensuring you have enough fuel, your
load is safe and your route and stops are planned will leave you
relaxed and unstressed to enjoy the drive.

This is where the other two skills of advanced driving take over on
your journey with observation of signs and traffic helping you
anticipate what is happening ahead and giving you plenty of time to
react. Unique skills are required to safely navigate our busy
motorway network with special signs such as the red X that must be
complied with and understood.

If your motorway driving skills are rusty than an IAM RoadSmart
motorway module could give you the confidence boost you need to
enjoy a safe and relaxed road trip.



Tips for motorway driving:

e never drive in a lane closed by a red X

e keep to the speed limits shown on the gantries or signs

e a hard shoulder is always identified by a solid white unbroken line — if
there’s no speed limit displayed above it or a red X is displayed, do
not use it except in emergency

e a broken white line indicates a normal running lane

e if the hard shoulder is being used as an extra lane, use the designated
emergency areas for emergencies

e if your vehicle experiences difficulties, eg warning light, exit the
motorway immediately, if you can safely do so

e most breakdowns are preventable — keep your car well maintained, check
your tyres and make sure you have enough fuel for your journey. Don't
stop except in an emergency. If you have to stop make sure you know what
to do

Please visit our web page for more information about driving on motorways.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Statement by Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
the UK and the US about the situation
in Yemen and the region

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and
the United States of America express their concern over escalating tensions
in the region and the dangers posed by Iranian destabilising activity to
peace and security both in Yemen and the broader region, including attacks on
the oil tankers at Fujairah on 12 May and in the Gulf of Oman on 13 June.
These attacks threaten the international waterways that we all rely on for
shipping. Ships and their crews must be allowed to pass through international
waters safely. We call on Iran to halt any further actions which threaten
regional stability, and urge diplomatic solutions to de-escalate tensions.

We further note with concern the recent escalation in Houthi attacks on Saudi
Arabia using Iranian made and facilitated missiles and Unmanned Aerial
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Vehicles. In particular, we condemn the Houthi attack on Abha civilian
airport on 12 June, which injured 26 civilians. We express full support for
Saudi Arabia and call for an immediate end to such attacks by the Iranian-
backed Houthis.

The Quad members express concern that the World Food Programme has been
forced to suspend food deliveries to Sana’a due to Houthi interference in aid
delivery. We call on the Houthis to immediately end all restrictions on aid
agencies to ensure the delivery of life-saving assistance to those Yemenis
most in need.

We reiterate our commitment to the Yemeni peace process and relevant Security
Council Resolutions, including UNSCR 2216. We express our full support for
the UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths. In this regard, we call on the Yemeni
parties to engage constructively with the Special Envoy to accelerate
implementation of the agreements reached in Stockholm. We call on the Houthis
to facilitate full and unhindered access for UNMHA, UNDP and UNVIM.

We call on the Yemeni parties to participate constructively in the joint
Redeployment Coordination Committee to accelerate implementation of the
Hodeidah Agreement, which includes agreeing the Concept of Operations and
tripartite monitoring, as well as engaging constructively on local security
issues. We call on the Houthis to withdraw fully from the ports of Hodeidah,
Ras Issa and Saleef. We look to the Security Council to review progress when
they meet on 17 July.

The Quad nations note that implementation of the Stockholm Agreement will
give the opportunity to start a comprehensive political process which can
lead to an enduring political settlement that will end the conflict in Yemen.

Minister for the Middle East visits
Tehran

Dr Murrison had meetings with senior Iranian government representatives,
including Vice President Masoumeh Ebtekar, Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, the Chairman of the Strategic Council of Foreign Relations Dr Kamal
Kharazi, and the Deputy Head of the Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran
Behrouz Kamalvandi.

The UK has an important ongoing diplomatic dialogue with Iran; this was the
third UK ministerial visit in 12 months. At this time of heightened tensions,
the UK continues to use all diplomatic tools available to us to prevent
escalation and miscalculation.

The Minister of State for the Middle East and North Africa, Dr Andrew
Murrison, said:


http://www.government-world.com/minister-for-the-middle-east-visits-tehran/
http://www.government-world.com/minister-for-the-middle-east-visits-tehran/

This visit has provided an important opportunity for open, frank
and constructive engagement with the Iranian Government.

In Tehran I was clear about the UK’s long-held concerns over Iran’s
activities in the region.

I reiterated the UK's assessment that Iran almost certainly bears
responsibility for recent attacks on tankers in the Gulf of Oman.
Such activity, which carries a high risk of miscalculation, needs
to stop to allow for immediate de-escalation of rising tensions.

And I was clear that the UK will continue to play its full part
alongside international partners to find diplomatic solutions to
reduce the current tensions.

I reiterated the UK’s determination to maintain the nuclear deal
which is in our shared security interests. I was clear that Iran
must continue to meet its commitments under the deal in full -
including the limits imposed on its low-enriched uranium stockpile.

While in Tehran, I also pressed again on behalf of the UK
Government for the urgent and unconditional release of Nazanin
Zaghari-Ratcliffe and all British-Iranian dual nationals who are
being arbitrarily detained.

Further Information

Boost for space technology essential
to keep UK in first place for future
of auto industry

The new Darwin programme aims to test seamless highspeed data connections
using 5G and satellites. Next generation telecoms satellites will ensure that
vehicles stay connected outside of towns and cities which typically have good
mobile signals.

Connected and autonomous vehicles (CAVs) will transform travel with safer,
smoother and smarter road journeys through high levels of automation
facilitated by being able to communicate with other vehicles and to road
infrastructure around them.

However, they require robust and seamless high-speed data connections to
operate their complex systems effectively.
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02 research shows that CAVs are expected to generate unprecedented levels of
data — 4TB per hour — highlighting the need for next generation connectivity.

Business Secretary Greg Clark said:

Our world-beating space and auto industries have a proven track
record in driving forward pioneering research, while the UK'’s
satellite services are constantly enhancing services such as the
quality of our communications, healthcare and environmental
monitoring.

This new partnership between Government and industry will build on
our world-leading reputation in the development and manufacture of
satellites even further, to bring together two of the UK’s great
strengths — automotive and space. Putting us at the forefront of
the next generation of self-driving cars of tomorrow — a key
ambition in our modern Industrial Strategy.

Since 2014, the Government has invested significantly into the research and
development of CAVs — including £120 million in CAV projects, with a further
£68 million coming from industry contributions.

Catherine Mealing-Jones, Director of Growth, UK Space Agency, said:

Autonomous vehicles require robust high-speed mobile data
connections to operate effectively, so building the technology to
link autonomous vehicles to telecoms satellites means that you will
be able to take your car wherever you want to go, not just where
there’'s decent mobile signal.

The future of mobility is one of the UK government’s Industrial
Strategy Grand Challenges, so I'm delighted to support Project
Darwin to ensure that this critical technology is developed in
Harwell, bringing expertise, jobs and growth to Britain.

This research will be based at the Harwell Science and Innovation Campus,
Oxfordshire, and is co-funded through the UK Space Agency’s investment in the
European Space Agency’s programme of Advanced Research in Telecommunications
Systems (ARTES).

Other partners are Oxford and Glasgow universities, telecoms business 02
Telefonica, Spanish satellite operator Hispasat, and the Darwin Innovation
Group Oxford.

Darwin is developing an ARTES ‘Partner Study’ programme with UK support
(first phase £2m) to help define all the different elements needed to deliver
the larger programme. The future of mobility is one of the UK government’s
Industrial Strategy Grand Challenges. UK Space Agency is working closely with
Darwin and 02 to support this ambition in the UK.
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Derek McManus, C00 at 02 said:

Project Darwin is an important piece of the connected and
autonomous vehicle puzzle. The research taking place at Harwell
during the next four years will be vital in the creation of new
transport ecosystems for the UK public and the the companies that
will offer these services. Our approach to this project is part of
our wider strategy to collaborate with British businesses, partners
and start-ups to unlock the possibilities of 5G for customers and
wider UK economy.

5G connectivity delivered by converged networks will also support remote and
rural enterprise and provide ubiquitous communications, one of the UK Space
Agency’s strategic priorities in telecoms.

Dr Stephan von Delft, University of Glasgow Adam Smith Business School, said:

Ecosystems that connect data, technologies and users create
opportunities for business model innovation. However, new business
models for 5G connected ecosystems will not emerge fully formed.
Firms must therefore systematically explore, test and adapt new
business models as conditions change. Our research aims to support
Project Darwin in this process.

Daniela Petrovic, Darwin Innovation Group co-founder said:

Our team at Harwell is thrilled to gather key innovation partners
like Telefonica, UK Space Agency and ESA, together with a number of
start-ups from Oxfordshire with whom we have longstanding
relationships, to join forces in this exciting innovation.

Our aim is that Mobility as a Service (MaaS) developed by project
DARWIN will benefit society in multiple ways: by creating new
apprenticeships in this newly developing area, informing policies
and regulations related to connected and autonomous vehicles, and
creating a new industry vertical”.



