1,000 tonne bridge installation for
Southampton motorway this weekend

The new bridge weighs 1,069 tonnes — as much as 15 space shuttles — and will
be lifted into place using self-propelled modular transporters, which are
remote-controlled, self-powered low-loader lorries. These lorries will lift
the bridge into place from the carriageway.

The bridge was built in a compound near to the motorway. Building the bridge
offsite and moving it into its final position saved what would have been
months of overnight closures of the M27. The bridge deck is 47 metres long
and is 16 metres wide.

The work is part of a Highways England project to replace the bridge that
carries the A3057 Romsey Road over the M27 northwest of Southampton and is
the second of three weekend closures allowing the old bridges to be
demolished and the new one installed.

The M27 between junction 3 (for Southampton City Centre) and junction 4 (for
the M3) will be closed from 10pm on Friday night (28 June) and will reopen at
5am on Monday 1 July.

Highways England project manager Andrew Winson said:

The installation of the new Romsey Road bridge marks a major
milestone in this scheme and is the next step towards opening a
brand-new bridge for people in the area and users of the A3057. Our
approach to replacing this bridge has meant that we can avoid
months of disruption on the M27 and carry out the big operations
over three weekends, spread out over time. But, while this means
less disruption overall, closing the M27 will inevitably cause
disruption this weekend, so I strongly urge drivers to plan ahead
and avoid the area if possible.

The weather is expected to be very warm this weekend, so if
travelling by car, please take some extra water on your journey
just in case the diversion routes are busy, which they are expected
to be.

This work has been carefully planned and agreed with local authorities and
emergency services. While the motorway is closed, Highways England will also
carry out routine maintenance, such as barrier, technology and drainage work,
avoiding the need for future roadworks.

Fully signed diversion routes will be in place throughout the weekend, with
separate routes for heavy vehicles.
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Westbound:

e Light vehicles will be diverted via M3 junction 11 down the A3090
through Romsey and down the A36 to M27 junction 2

e Lorries will be diverted off at M27 junction 5, along the A27 to
Chilworth roundabout, then along the A27 through North Baddesley, down
the A3057, onto the M271 and re-joining the M27 at junction 3.

Eastbound:

e Light vehicles on the M27 originating from the A31 heading to London/M3
will be diverted off at M27 junction 2 to use the A36 and the A3090
through Romsey towards M3 junction 11

e HGVs on the M27 coming from the A31 heading for M3/London will be
diverted off the above route at Romsey. It will be directed onto the
A27. These HGVs will then route through North Baddesley to Chilworth
Roundabout, where they will pick up the A33 to join the M3 northbound.
(This is to avoid the low bridges on the A3090.)

e Traffic of any type on the M27 coming from the A31 and heading towards
M27 east (e.g. from Bournemouth to Portsmouth) will be diverted off at
M27 junction 3 to head up the M271 and A3057 northbound. Traffic will
then be diverted, before it reaches Romsey, to join the eastbound A27,
heading through North Baddesley and Chilworth Roundabout to re-join the
M27 at junction 5.

The Romsey Road bridge is being replaced because it is nearing the end of its
life. Two narrow older bridges are being replaced with a single new one,
designed to last 120 years. Work started in September last year when the
first of the two old bridges was demolished, with traffic on the A3057
directed over the other bridge. With the new bridge in place, work will begin
to get the new bridge ready for traffic, and the final remaining old bridge
will be taken down in another weekend’s work expected to happen towards the
end of the year.

Anyone interested in being kept up to date with the scheme can visit our
scheme web page or email info@highwaysengland.co.uk.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.#

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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Northumbrian Water to pay £1.179

million for environment offences

Northumbrian Water has agreed to pay £1,179,500 after having been found by
the Environment Agency to have committed several environmental offences.

Northumbrian Water to pay £1.179
million for environment offences

Five separate Enforcement Undertakings (EU) have been agreed with
Northumbrian Water after the company accepted responsibility for
environmental offences in County Durham (West Cornforth, Crook Beck and
Chilton) and Marske-by-the-Sea (Longbeck — two offences).

The acceptance of an EU offer is often a direct alternative to prosecution,
in cases where the environmental impact was localised, and where the
Environment Agency is satisfied that the offending by Northumbrian Water
Limited wasn’'t intentional.

The Environment Agency expects financial contributions to go towards
environmentally focussed work located in and around the geographical area
where the offences occurred.

The local North East projects to receive donated sums include (in
alphabetical order):

e Chilton Primary Friends: £5,000

Durham Wildlife Trust: £145,000

Groundwork North East: £50,000

Industry Nature Conservation Association: £50,500
Marine Conservation Society: £188,000

North East Environment Network: £80,000

e Tees Rivers Trust: £253,000

e Tees Valley Wildlife Trust: £308,000

e The Tweed Forum: £15,000

e Wear Rivers Trust: £85,000

Fiona Morris, Environment Planning and Engagement Manager with the
Environment Agency in the North East, said:

We feel Enforcement Undertakings are a more balanced response to
dealing with these environmental offences. The outcome is
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beneficial to the environment relevant to where the offence took
place. It will also help to change the behaviour of the company and
focus on their activities. This approach achieves more than if the
company in question had been convicted and fined.

In these cases Northumbrian Water Limited have taken action to
rectify the situation and the environment will now benefit from
some great work by local charities.

We work hard to protect people and the environment, and a clear
regulatory framework with agreed standards and targets has helped
to drive major environmental improvements throughout the region.

For all of the national and regional Enforcement Undertakings information
including the Northumbrian Water Limited environmental offences click here

If anyone needs to report an environmental issue in their local community
they can contact the Environment Agency’s incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

CLOSED: Improving the labour market
relevance of education and training
systems — Tees Valley — 0C34S19P1353

Call to run a project supporting SMEs operating in the Tees Valley priority,
high demand, and replacement demand sectors, to better meet their current and
future skills needs.

Speed limit change helps increase
productivity

e new speed limit for lorries was introduced in 2015 to improve business
efficiency

e change has brought HGV speeds more in line with other traffic, and
reduced the number of speeding lorries.

e report shows speed increase may have improved road safety

A change in lorry speed limits has saved businesses millions of pounds a year
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and could have helped improve road safety.

A report shows that allowing heavy goods vehicles over 7.5 tonnes to travel
10mph faster, bringing them closer to the speed of other traffic, has
contributed to an increase of 1.5mph in average speeds on single carriageway
roads.

An increase of just 1mph would free up 650,000 driver hours and save hauliers
more than £10 million a year. The change, which came into force in 2015,
allows lorries to travel at up to 50mph on single carriageways and 60mph on
dual carriageway roads in England and Wales. It means they are travelling at
similar speeds to other vehicles, instead of much slower — with the aim of
improving road safety. This report shows there is a possible “statistically
significant” improvement to road safety on study roads; which will be further
explored in the final report.

Roads Minister Michael Ellis said:

I am pleased to see the improvement in safety while helping to
unlock the UK'’s potential — encouraging growth and enhancing
productivity.

Increasing the speed limit for lorries has helped companies save
time and money, enabling them to re-invest this in their business
and buying newer and greener vehicles.

This move has also potentially improved road safety as it appears
to have reduced the risks some drivers take when overtaking slow-
moving vehicles.

The report also shows that the number of speeding lorries has fallen by about
70%.

Since the change in speed limit was introduced, the average lorry speed on
single carriageways increased by 1.5mph to 45.6mph, and other vehicles also
saw increased speeds. On dual carriageways, the average speed increase was
0.4mph, to 52.4mph.

A final report will be published in due course and will provide further
evidence on the effects of the change, particularly on road safety.
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