UK at Forefront of Ridding the World
of Chemical Weapons

More than 105 delegates representing 53 organisations and 13 countries
attended a unique gathering of chemical weapons demilitarisation specialists
in London in May.

John Mann appointed as independent
adviser on antisemitism

Chairman of All Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism appointed as
independent adviser by Prime Minister Theresa May.

DASA Download: Supporting Innovation
in small businesses

The Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) not only finds and funds UK
innovators, but also helps businesses to grow and develop, giving them access
to networks of expertise and providing them with technical support. To date,
over 50 per cent of our funding has gone to small and medium-sized
enterprises.

Alan Scrase, our newly appointed ‘Access to Mentoring and Finance’ (A2MF)
specialist is leading a new DASA service in which we offer potential and
existing suppliers access and signposting to a range of business support,
guidance and finance. Here, in the latest ‘DASA Download’, Alan discusses the
value he is adding at DASA.

Innovation Journey

I support businesses on their innovation journey, advising them how to
achieve a greater commercial impact from their ideas. I often find that some
of the most innovative of concepts are lost along the way due to a lack of
finance, management skills, impetus, or even effective communication. As a
former contender on Dragon’s Den, yes really, I know that the lack of any of
these areas could simply be down to not having enough hours in the day.
However, it could also be that it isn’t clear to the innovator where to turn
to next to mature their idea and organisation.

Breaking into and sustaining a presence in the Government'’s defence and
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security sectors adds its own complexities, but the opportunity for
innovating can be endless. Significant steps have been taken to improve
accessibility for business into these sectors, the creation of DASA for
example. In the financial year 2018/19, DASA funded 226 proposals, with
approximately 40 per cent of proposals being ‘new to DASA’ organisations
demonstrating how DASA is reaching out to non-traditional suppliers to find
the best ideas. Innovation is vital in defence and security to provide
solutions to counter the increasingly technical threats from our adversaries.
The government realises that solutions cannot always be found ‘in-house’ and
that by supporting small and medium-sized businesses to bring new ideas to
market more quickly could help the UK to stay one step ahead of emerging
threats.

DASA connects these businesses to frontline services such as the armed forces
and police, as well as aviation security, transport security, and counter-
terrorism. Such access has allowed innovations to be tested in real life
situations, rapidly accelerating the innovation process.

Supporting Business

Innovation hubs have sprung up across government and I believe this is an
opportunity for small and medium sized businesses. The increased availability
of funding is also a positive. However, there is still a lack of knowledge
across businesses as to how to harness the wide range of funding and support
and how to create a sustainable business to become a long term, valued
government supplier. And, that is where I come in.

I want to influence our networks and stimulate a more business savvy
atmosphere within the innovation ecosystem. I am going to do this by getting
out and about, I'm going to be at DASA’s launch events, demonstration days
and I'm meeting our stakeholders. I am also chatting to decision makers and
policy players to ensure we have wider buy-in.

I am currently touring the UK discovering first-hand the challenges that face
our current and potential suppliers. I am also spending time with our
Innovation Partners, our talent scouts, working with them to share my more
general A2MF knowledge across their networks. We have 12 regionally based
Innovation Partners who are embedded in their local networks and who are
liaising daily with their contacts to gauge and scope the market for suitable
solutions. I will be providing our Innovation Partners with extra business
nous and experience to advise their contacts.

Benefit to Government

When meeting businesses, what I am interested in is how they present
themselves in terms of their value proposition and how this can be translated
into a benefit for government and wider customers. I want to help
organisations to grow in terms of confidence and maturity; many of them may
just need a little advice on raising investment, recruiting key staff,
trading laws or export guidance. This knowledge can be particular to the
defence and security sectors, such as the International Arms Trade or the
Five Eyes agreement. Some small businesses that are funded by DASA are



unaware, for example, that they qualify for ‘Research and Development Tax
Credits’ which can easily be claimed against the funding they receive. This
is effectively ‘cash back’ to the company, worth up to 232% of the initial
investment.

Nurturing people with ideas

DASA delivers a daily ‘wow’ experience, where I learn of the most amazing
innovations, teams and businesses. To enable impact from such innovation —
all the way along the supply chain — we need to nurture these businesses to
ensure that innovation creates a wave effect on defence and security
capability development.

My priority for the coming months will be to take the time to understand our
suppliers and invest in them in terms of finance, management, and support.

For all queries about DASA, contact us via our email:
accelerator@dstl.gov.uk.

About Alan

Prior to joining DASA, Alan was the Business Incubation Centre Manager at
SETsquared at the University of Southampton where he supported and guided
members to secure over £7m of grant and equity funding over six years. Alan
has worked with senior Innovate UK and HEFCE staff and was responsible for
conceiving and managing the award winning Innovation to Commercialisation of
University Research (ICURe) programme. Alan has also run his own stereoscopic
imaging business knowing first-hand the complexities of running your own
business. Alan has been closely associated with a wide range of regional and
economic development projects and programmes and will use this experience and
knowledge to help DASA support its suppliers.

Academy SW seminar — Contextual
Safeguarding: protecting children
abused beyond their homes

Help us improve GOV.UK

To help us improve GOV.UK, we’'d like to know more about your visit today.
We’'ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill
in. Don't worry we won’'t send you spam or share your email address with
anyone.
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Send me the survey

Independent expert appointed to tackle
Islamophobia

e Independent adviser appointed to lead work to propose a definition of
Islamophobia

e Government to consider advisers’ recommendations on an effective
definition

e Appointment underlines the government’s commitment to stamping out all
forms of religious and racial hatred

An independent adviser has today (23 July 2019) been appointed to provide
expert advice on a definition of Islamophobia to the government.

Imam Qari Asim MBE, Deputy Chair of the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group will
lead a process for establishing a definition of Islamophobia. He will be
joined by a second adviser to be confirmed in due course.

This new work will build on the definitions of Islamophobia currently being
considered, including the APPG definition. It will also draw on a wide range
of opinions and work in close collaboration with the cross-government Anti-
Muslim Hatred Working Group, to ensure that it commands broad support within
Muslim communities and wider society.

Communities Secretary, Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said:
The government is wholeheartedly committed to ensuring that
Muslims are not targeted for hatred, persecution or discrimination.

Imam Asim’s appointment marks a further step in helping us to
achieve that goal and ensures that we develop an effective
definition of Islamophobia which commands widespread support.

Imam Qari Asim MBE said:
To tackle the alarming rise in anti-Muslim sentiment, it is

imperative that Islamophobia is defined.

I am deeply committed to working across Muslim communities and with
relevant stakeholders to formulate a legally robust, comprehensive
and workable definition of Islamophobia.

I am honoured to be entrusted with this role, which will have a far
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reaching impact in protecting British Muslims and tackling anti-
Muslim hatred.

The government agrees there needs to be a formal definition of Islamophobia
to help strengthen our efforts against anti-Muslim hatred. But there are
questions around the APPG definition, as concerns have been raised that the
APPG definition could unintentionally undermine freedom of speech, and
prevent legitimate criticism of Islamist extremism, or of unacceptable
cultural practices. This is a matter that needs careful consideration.

The Communities Secretary announced earlier this year that we would instead
be appointing two advisers to drive the process of establishing a definition
on Islamophobia forward and lead work on making recommendations for the
government to consider. The advisers will work with the Anti-Muslim Hatred
Working Group which will continue to engage with Muslims and address hate and
discrimination.

Imam Qari Asim MBE was appointed for his experience working with a broad

range of communities to tackle Islamophobia, including in his role as the
Deputy Chair of the cross-government Working Group to Tackle Anti-Muslim

Hatred.

Imam Qari Asim biography

-Qari Asim, MBE, 1is senior Imam at Makkah Mosque in Leeds, which has won the
award of being UK'’s model mosque and Legal Director at a global law firm.

He is Deputy Chair of government’s Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group and was
an advisor to the Independent Review into the Application of Sharia Law in
England and Wales.

Alongside this, he is Chair of Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board, and
Senior Editor of ImamsOnline. Qari Asim is passionate about fostering
relations between communities and is a trustee of Christian Muslim Forum, an
executive board member of National Council of Imams & Rabbis, a director of
Forum for Promoting Peace (London) and one of the faith advisors to the Near
Neighbours programme.

Further information

The definition will not be legally binding and the appointment of a legal
expert will be to ensure that the definition does not conflict with current
equalities legislation.

The government has done more in recent years to tackle anti-Muslim
hatred. This includes:

e Funding of Tell Mama, a dedicated third-party reporting organisation
that offers victim support. Between 2016 and 2020 we will have provided
the organisation with £2.5 million to raise awareness on anti-Muslim
hatred and to increase reporting of hate crimes.



e Supporting and refreshing the cross-government working group on anti-
Muslim hatred, which includes a broad range of representation of eminent
community representatives, academics, and hate crime practitioners to
advise and challenge the government on tackling Islamophobia and anti-
Muslim hate crime.

e Ensuring for the first time, that police forces, are required to
disaggregate religious hate crime data to allow us to better identify
Islamophobia.

e Doubling the Places of Worship Fund to £1.6 million — to physically
protect mosques and other places of worship and reassure our communities
— and making it easier for people to apply for this funding from July
2019.

e A new £5 million fund to provide security training and a consultation on
what more can be done to protect faith communities.



