
Communities to see how housing
developers cash benefits them thanks
to new planning rules

Local people will be able to see how every pound of property developers’
cash, levied on new buildings, is spent supporting the new homes their
community needs, thanks to new rules coming into force today (1 September
2019).

Builders already have to pay up for roads, schools, GP surgeries and parkland
needed when local communities expand – in 2016 to 2017 alone they paid a
whopping £6 billion towards local infrastructure helping create jobs and
growth.

Yet before today, councils were not required to report on the total amount of
funding received – or how it was spent – leaving local residents in the dark.

New rules will mean councils will be legally required to publish vital deals
done with housing developers so residents can see exactly how money will be
spent investing in the future of their community.

Housing Minister Rt Hon Esther McVey MP said:

The new rules coming into force today will allow residents to know
how developers are contributing to the local community when they
build new homes – whether that’s contributing to building a brand-
new school, roads or a doctor’s surgery that the area needs.

The reformed Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) rules will help developers
get shovels in the ground more quickly, and help the government meet its
ambition to deliver 300,000 extra homes a year by the mid-2020s.

The rules are designed to support councils and give greater confidence to
communities about the benefits new housing can bring to their area.

New planning practice guidance has also been published today, which seeks to
further simplify advice on the CIL regime, helping communities and developers
understand what is required.

Councils will be required to publish an annual report on the all the CIL
agreements entered into with developers from December 2020.

The regulations make it faster for councils to introduce the CIL in the first
place – so areas can benefit from getting the infrastructure they need in
good time.

Restrictions will also be eased to allow councils to fund single, larger
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infrastructure projects from the cash received from multiple developments,
giving greater freedom to deliver complex projects at pace.

Chancellor announces £400 million
investment for 16-19 year olds’
education

Providers of 16-19 education such as further education and sixth form
colleges will receive £400 million additional funding to train and teach our
young people the skills they need for well-paid jobs in the modern economy,
the Chancellor has announced. The boost is the single biggest annual increase
for the sector since 2010.

On a visit to the FE college in Bristol where he studied economics, maths and
computer science, Chancellor Sajid Javid said:

Further education, like all our public services, is a lifeline of
opportunity for our young people.

We’ll make a strong statement in backing it at this week’s Spending
Round and I’ll continue to look at what more we can do to help,
just as my FE college opened my horizons and set me on my way.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

As former FE students, the Chancellor and I both know first-hand
how important the further education sector is so I’m really pleased
that today that government is giving our sixth forms and colleges a
major funding boost – the single biggest annual uplift since 2010.

This investment will make sure we can continue to develop world-
class technical and vocational education to rival countries on the
continent so we have a highly skilled and productive workforce for
the future.

This includes protecting and increasing the base rate with funding worth £190
million to boost access to high quality courses for more than a million 16-19
year olds. Colleges and school sixth forms will also get £120 million to help
deliver expensive but crucial subjects such as engineering which lead to
higher wages and, ultimately, a more productive economy.

There will be £35 million more for targeted interventions to support students
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on level 3 courses (A level equivalent) who failed GCSE Maths and English, so
they can re-sit their exams in these critical subjects.

Colleges and further education providers will receive an extra £25 million to
deliver T-levels. The new qualifications start rolling out in September 2020
and will transform vocational education with two-year courses in subjects as
varied as accounting, digital production and onsite construction.

The advanced maths premium, which adds £600 to college budgets for every
additional student who takes on A- and AS- level maths, is also funded with
£10 million additional funding.

A new £20 million investment will also help the sector to continue to recruit
and retain brilliant teachers and leaders, and provide more support to ensure
high-quality teaching of T Levels.

The announcement forms part of the Spending Round so covers the financial
year 2020-21. The money announced today will be allocated across the 257
colleges in England, as well as other FE providers, including school sixth
forms.

The Barnett formula for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will be applied
in the usual way with block grant amounts confirmed at the Spending Round.

How to give safely to charities

Giving to charity is a longstanding and important tradition and we welcome
the public’s generosity in their support for charities.

We want to ensure that generous donations do not end up in the wrong hands.
We want to make sure that charity continues to thrive and inspire trust so
that people can improve lives and strengthen society.

As regulator, we want everyone to make important checks before they give, so
that they feel empowered and more confident at spotting and avoiding scams.

Charity scams are small in number compared to how much is given safely, but
the charity sector generates an annual income of over £76 billion making it
an attractive target for criminals.

We have some simple advice for donors, such as checking the charity register,
so that people can feel reassured that their donations go to their intended
charitable cause.

Key advice for safer giving

check the charity’s name and registration number. Most charities with an
annual income of £5,000 or more must be registered
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make sure the charity is genuine before giving any financial information
be careful when responding to emails or clicking on links within them
check whether street collectors are wearing a proper ID badge and that
any collection tin is sealed and undamaged
ask the collector for more information if in doubt
contact the charity that you’re seeking to donate to or work with to
find out more about their spending
carefully review collection bags for clothing and household goods to
check whether they are from a genuine charity
check whether fundraising materials are genuine. They should feature the
charity’s name, registered number and a landline contact number check
their contact details on the register
never feel under pressure by a fundraiser into making a donation
immediately
use the same level of caution every time you support or donate to a
charity

Reporting suspicious activity

After making these checks, if you think that a collection or appeal is not
legitimate, report it to the police. You can also complain about a charity to
us and the Fundraising Regulator.

If you think a collector does not have a licence – report it to the relevant
Local Authority Licensing Team or the Metropolitan Police (if in Greater
London). Also let the charity know if you can.

International Development Secretary
calls on global leaders to step up
Ebola response after more than 2000
people die of the disease

Reaching 2000 deaths from the current Ebola outbreak is a heart-breaking
moment and it is tragic to hear that a 9 year old Congolese girl who was
suffering from Ebola in Uganda has died.

My thoughts are with the families who have lost loved ones to this ruthless
disease. We must stop it from devastating communities and crossing borders.

On my recent visit to an inspection post and treatment centre at the Uganda
and DRC border, I saw how health workers – with UK aid support – are trying
to prevent the spread of Ebola. But much more needs to be done and I urge
global leaders to step up support now to end this outbreak for good.
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PM surprises young journalists at
special ‘children’s lobby’
Aspiring journalists got the chance to grill the Prime Minister after he
surprised them during a special ‘children’s lobby’.
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