
DE&S and British Army launch the Army
Warfighting Experiment (AWE) 20
experimentation project

The Army Warfighting Experiment (AWE) series (previously URBan
EXperimentation or URBEX) has been an ongoing Army experimentation programme
for the last 10 years. It has consistently delivered high quality evidence
for the army and invaluable military feedback to industry. It explores
technology suitable for exploitation in the short-to-medium term. It pushes
the boundaries of technology and military capability, testing a range of
prototype systems by putting them in the hands of the user while giving
invaluable military feedback to industry.

Agile C3 has been identified as one of the 9 fundamental deductions and
insights judged most critical to guide strategic, joint and command force
development.

AWE18, code named Autonomous Warrior, saw more than 50 companies from large
primes to one-man, garden shed innovators engage with DE&S in a bid to secure
an opportunity to showcase their products to the military.

AWE20 is expected to surpass that both in scale and level of industry
engagement. The topic provides a broad scope, looking at all aspects of
battlefield headquarters from deployable infrastructure, data aggregation and
analytics to HQ resilience and decision support.

The project aims to:

engage with industry technology providers of all sizes to explore what
innovative approaches to traditional issues can be leveraged to give the
army a competitive edge
expose capability and knowledge gaps
explore technology ready for rapid exploitation
create a community of industry partners that will encourage a
collaborative approach to problem solving

AWE20 seeks to answer the following questions:

How can technology:

improve data exploitation for situational awareness and understanding
enable us to make faster and better-informed decisions
reduce the detectability and improve the resilience and agility of HQs
at all levels in order to enhance their survivability
enable more efficient deployment and employment of our HQs on operations
improve command on the move and facilitate dispersed HQs

For more information on the AWE20 project and the requirement to provide
solutions to the AWE20 questions check the British Army website.
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Press release: Secretary of State
Appoints NPAs and AONB Conservation
Boards

Secretary of State Appointments to National Park Authorities and Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty Conservation Boards

Secretary of State Appoints NPAs and
AONB Conservation Boards

Appointments have been made to England’s National Park Authorities (NPAs) and
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Conservation Boards.

The following appointments have been made for four years:

New Forest NPA

George Meyrick
Stephen Trow

Peak District NPA

Janet Haddock –Fraser
Lydia Slack
Yvonne Witter

Broads Authority NPA

Tristram Hilborn
Tim Jickells

Lake District NPA

Sabine Mosner
Tiffany Hunt

Matthew Bradbury has been reappointed to the Broads Authority for a further
four-year term. Further information on Matthew can be found here.

Nick Holliday has been reappointed to the Exmoor NPA for a further 12 months.
Further information on Nick can be found here.
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Ken Bodfish has been reappointed to the South Downs NPA for a further 12
months. Further information on Ken can be found here.

Peter Murray and Mike Bell have been reappointed to the Northumberland NPA
for a further 12 months. Further information on Peter and Mike can be found
here.

John Shaw and Paul Mainds have recently been appointed to The Chilterns AONB
Conservation Board for a three-year term and three Members have been
reappointed for a further three years:

Alison Doggett, Colin Courtney and John Nichols

The following four members have been appointed for three year terms to the
Cotswolds AONB Conservation Board:

Brendan Costelloe
Graham Hopkins
Dominic Morris
Ed Macalister-Smith

Additional information regarding the members listed will be made available on
the Cotswolds AONB and Chilterns AONB websites

There is a requirement for appointees’ political activity (if significant) to
be made public. The appointees have not declared any significant political
activity in the past five years.

Judging panel for Transform a Pacer
competition announced

the judges for the Transform a Pacer competition have been revealed
rail entrepreneur Pete Waterman chairs the panel, which includes rail
experts, enthusiasts and Trainspotting Live presenter Tim Dunn
the competition will see 3 Pacer carriages transformed as they are
removed from the rail network, replaced by new, modern trains

Pete Waterman, famed record producer and rail enthusiast, is one of 5 judges
announced today (2 September 2019) for the Department for Transport’s (DfT)
Transform a Pacer competition. The competition, which launched in July 2019,
marks the retirement of Pacers from the railway network.

Community groups across the North have been invited to submit plans and ideas
for how an old Pacer carriage could be converted into a vibrant public space.
From a café to a yoga studio, DfT is opening the floor to ideas on how the
Pacer carriages could be renovated to continue to serve communities.
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The winning proposals will see 3 Pacer carriages, donated by rolling stock
company Porterbrook, installed ready for transformation.

Pete Waterman will be joined by industry experts and rail enthusiasts, a
community engagement and sustainability expert and a local politician in
deciding the winner. The judging panel includes:

Pete Waterman (Head Judge)
Tim Dunn (Railway enthusiast, historian, broadcaster and presenter of
Trainspotting Live)
Mary Grant (the CEO of railways rolling stock leasing company
Porterbrook)
Jools Townsend (Chief Executive of The Association of Community Rail
Partnerships – ACoRP)
Trudy Harrison, MP for Copeland

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris said:

Pacers have connected communities across the North for more than 30
years, but they have outstayed their welcome and are being replaced
by modern trains and extra services improving travel for thousands
more passengers.

As they end their years of service, we are opening the floor to
local groups across the North to submit their ideas on how they can
be used, I am looking forward to seeing their proposals.

Rail entrepreneur and judging panel Chair Pete Waterman said:

This competition provides a fantastic opportunity for community
groups to actively engage with the rail network to make a
difference to their local areas.

I’m delighted to be chairing the judging panel to oversee the
proposals put forward ensuring they are realistic, credible and
provide a real benefit to wider northern communities

Railway enthusiast, broadcaster and historian, Tim Dunn, said:

Taking an old train and turning it into something else is tricky:
it requires not just creativity, but a serious plan for ongoing
maintenance too. For the right groups, this is an opportunity to
create something that’s unlike any other; a real bonus. I’m excited
about seeing proposals that harness the unique features and
heritage of Pacers, as well as ensuring that they’re a true
community asset going forward.

Copeland MP, Trudy Harrison, said:



Pacer trains were made here in West Cumbria and all my life I have
watched the iconic carriages trundle down our Cumbrian Coastal Line
carrying passengers along their journey.

Now the Pacer carriages are embarking on their new journey it is an
honour and a privilege to be involved in the decision process. I
love a ‘doer-upper’ project, looking at the creative process and
engineering, coupled with community uses, so this is going to be
great fun, for a great cause.

On Wednesday 4 September 2019, between 12pm and 1.30pm, a live question and
answer session is being given by Pacer competition officials. Competition
questions can be submitted online before the session, entering the event code
‘Pacer’.

To celebrate the role of the Pacers, Northern has also produced a toolkit for
schools, and is running an art competition for pupils to encourage them to
think creatively about how the Pacer carriages can be refurbished.

Northern have started to retire some of their Pacer fleet and is rapidly
rolling out £500 million worth of investment in new and refurbished trains,
which will deliver more frequent services, comfortable seats and improved
accessibility.

Most of Northern’s Pacer trains will be out of passenger service by the start
of 2020.

It comes as part of a significant investment by both government, Network Rail
and train operators as part of the Great North Rail Project to transform the
national rail network, delivering more than 4,500 new carriages to UK
passengers.

DfT is investing £13 billion through to 2020 to transform transport across
the region and is focussed on supercharging transport connections.

Between 2019 and 2024, the government will also invest around £3 billion in
additional funding to upgrade the Transpennine route between Manchester,
Leeds and York to deliver faster, more frequent and more reliable journeys
with more seats. The Prime Minister has also announced his backing for a new
Manchester to Leeds line.

Detailed guide: Rabies in bats: how to
spot it and report it

Signs that may suggest rabies in bats, what to do if you spot them and
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measures to prevent exposing yourself to the disease.


