
Government response: Update on
disposal of dredged material at Sprey
Point, Devon

The MMO granted a marine licence to Exmouth Marina in August 2017 for
maintenance dredging of Exmouth Marina and disposal of materials at the Sprey
Point disposal site. The dredging is due to take place in February 2018.

Information about the marine activities and licence documents are available
online via the MMO’s public register (case reference MLA/2016/00372). The MMO
is in the process of updating this with additional information requested by
local residents.

Consultation on licence application
A public consultation on the application was held in November 2016. As part
of this process views were also sought from the local planning and harbour
authority which covers the marina, and the MMO’s primary advisors including
Natural England, the Environment Agency, the Crown Estate and the Centre for
Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science. Trinity House were also
consulted on navigational issues.

We resolved issues raised as part of the consultation process.

The public consultation process for marine licence applications is explained
in further detail on the MMO’s blog.

Managing adverse impact on the marine area
The MMO is aware of the local concern about the potential impact on the
marine environment after a pollution incident occurred following previous
disposal activity in 2012, although there is no evidence which directly links
the two events. Following full consideration of all information, including
the responses from our primary and scientific advisors, we have applied
additional licence conditions, in particular regarding tide working and
seasonality to mitigate the risk of any material being washed ashore and
impacting on bathing water quality.

Potential contamination arising as a result of the disposal activity was also
addressed as part of the application process. The assessment, which was
carried out in line with the OSPAR Guidelines, has shown that the material is
suitable for disposal at sea.

The MMO’s coastal office will monitor and inspect the activity as appropriate
to ensure that the licence conditions are adhered to and will work with other
relevant agencies to look at any further concerns.
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Disposal sites
It is up to applicants to nominate the disposal site as part of their marine
licence application. The MMO then makes a decision based on the suitability
of the material.

Where a marine licensable process involves any waste management activity then
the provisions of the Waste Hierarchy of the Waste Framework Directive (WaFD)
(Directive 2008/98/EC) directive have to be considered. Applicants are
required to submit evidence that they have considered alternatives to
disposal under all aspects of the Waster Hierarchy (Reduce, Re-use, Recycle,
Recovery, and Disposal). However the MMO accepts that in some cases disposal
at sea is appropriate.

Press release: PM Statement on the
election of the new President of South
Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa

The Prime Minister said:

My warm congratulations to President Ramaphosa on his election by
Parliament today.

The United Kingdom greatly values its dynamic and forward-looking
partnership with South Africa, underpinned by the strong people-to-
people and business ties between our countries. I look forward to
working closely with President Ramaphosa to help build a healthier,
more secure and prosperous future for both our countries.

I very much hope to see the President at the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in London in April.
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Notice: WF5 8NE, Kerry Foods Limited:
environmental permit application
advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

Notice: PR4 3WA, Mr Robert Towers, Mr
Richard Towers, Mrs Jane Towers and Mr
Benjamin Towers: environmental permit
application advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)
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Press release: GREAT British
Infrastructure Forum brings the best
of the UK Private Sector to Ghana

The UK is committed to supporting His Excellency President Akufo-Addo’s
‘Beyond Aid’ vision to transform Ghana’s economy, create jobs through
industrialisation and add value to goods. The UK is proud to have played a
part in driving Ghana’s development gains through tens of millions of pounds
worth of UK Aid, but as Ghana Changes, so do we. The UK is transitioning its
development support to focus squarely on Ghana’s long-term economic
development. Building the nation’s infrastructure through private sector
investment is the key to unlocking this potential and it is an area where the
UK has much to offer.

Through the Department of International Trade, the UK has brought together
over 15 of the UK’s top blue-chip infrastructure companies to finalise
proposals on how they can deliver flagship projects for Ghana. Over three
days they visited Takoradi, Tarkwa, and Tema, meeting a wide variety of
stakeholders such as His Excellency Vice President Bawumia, and local
partners who would be at the centre of their work. The Trade Mission then
culminated at the GREAT British Infrastructure Forum on 15 February.

The Forum itself was a visible demonstration of the UK’s ability to bring
together world class expertise on a wide range of areas from design
consultancy, project management to specialist constructions and operations
delivery to put forward a credible and competitive proposal. In doing so,
they offer a unique capability to deliver simple solutions to complex
challenges.

At the Forum, leading UK financial institutions such as UK Export Finance,
the Private Infrastructure Development group and CDC set out how they can
help the Ghanaian Government, Ghanaian business and UK companies to deliver
the President’s ambition – ensuring local content, creating thousands of
jobs, up-skilling Ghana’s workforce and improving the livelihoods of many
more.

Central to discussions were railways, ports, roads and mining infrastructure
– with presentations from key Ministers to world leaders: the UK boasts of a
railway system that is among the best in the world and UK mining sector has
the technological solutions to revolutionise Ghana’s mining industry. The
message in return was that the UK and its companies are serious about
investing in and working closely with the Government and private sector in
Ghana. Speaking about the event, the British High Commissioner to Ghana, His
Excellency Iain Walker, said:
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I am delighted that the UK is hosting a GREAT British
Infrastructure forum. His Excellency President Akufo-Addo and his
Government are in a hurry. I have made it my number one priority to
help ensure the UK’s offer matches Ghana’s ambition with the same
pace and sense of urgency. I am delighted that this week we have
world class British companies talking about delivering for Ghana.
We have consortia bringing together unique expertise and a distinct
advantage in providing world class infrastructure projects, in
particular in rail, roads, and ports. That’s backed up with
structured finance packages from UK financial institutions. I will
continue to press more UK businesses to invest in Ghana to create
jobs and prosperity for both Ghana and the UK. We will do our part
– and I look forward to understanding where Government and business
wants the UK private sector to focus. Today there was a clear
message – that if Ghana wants a credible, competitive solution to
ambitious infrastructure plans it should partner with the UK. I
hope to see Ghanaian firms and partners actively making that
choice.

About the Department for International Trade

The Department for International Trade (DIT) has overall responsibility for
promoting UK trade across the world and attracting foreign investment to our
shores. DIT works to promote UK exports of goods and services to support a
growing economy that creates wealth for all, supports jobs and meets our
wider national interests, deliver the best international trading framework
for the UK outside the EU, including through building our capacity to
negotiate and administer a national trade policy; and maximise opportunities
for wealth creation through supporting Foreign Direct Investment, with a
renewed focus on outward FDI (overseas direct investment).

List of UK Companies participating in the GREAT British Infrastructure Trade
Mission and Business Forum.

SHARD CAPITAL
LIBERTY GROUP
BHM INTERNATIONAL LTD
PORTCULLIS INFRASTRUCTURE
AECOM
IMPACTAGRI
COLAS GROUP
KLEGTECH
MOORE STEPHENS
BAM NUTTA LTD
UNATRAC
WSP
STODEC
ADVISAN
BHM
IRBARIS
HOLDTRADE(UK)LTD
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