
MOD unveils transformed approach to
innovation

The Defence Technology Framework (DTF) and Defence Innovation Priorities
(DIP) – published today – set out how defence will address the accelerating
pace of technological change in the years to come. This includes identifying
technologies that can revolutionise defence as well as outlining a more
sophisticated relationship with industry.

The documents respond to the Modernising Defence Programme’s three central
objectives: To mobilise to tackle today’s challenges; modernise to meet
future threats; and transform to become an agile and innovative organisation.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said:

We live in an era of extraordinary technological change and we must
make sure we are harnessing the power of innovation by working as
efficiently and effectively with industry as possible.

Our transformed approach to using and procuring technology will not
only help us secure our military advantage, but will help drive
prosperity and create jobs across the country.

Making the announcement at the DSEi conference in London today, Vice-Chief of
the Defence Staff Admiral Tim Fraser will say:

Both the Framework and Priorities will not only guide the
approaches of our major industry suppliers, but of SMEs,
entrepreneurs and academia and our public sector partners and
international allies.

They give us a clear strategic roadmap and will shape our
investment in the future.

The Defence Technology Framework sets out Defence’s assessment of the
technology areas with the greatest potential to transform military
capabilities.

The ‘seven families’ of technology – from Artificial Intelligence and
advanced materials to energy storage and cutting-edge sensors – have the
potential to revolutionise defence and will shape collaboration with
international partners and the UK’s world-class academic and industrial base.
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Possible applications include deployed 3D printing, space tracking and
communications, enhanced Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance
(ISR), cyber defence, and automated logistics.

The Defence Innovation Priorities identifies where collaboration with the
civil sector can help with Defence’s most pressing problems. The Priorities
define defence’s new relationship with industry, driving cultural change
within both parties to ensure the benefits of private sector innovation are
translated effectively into the public sphere.

The document outlines five priority areas for collaboration with the civil
sector, including how the MOD can access the people with the right skills and
experience and how the complexity of the battlefields of the future can be
simulated in training.

The MOD has made a series of recent investments aimed at harnessing the
potential of the UK’s world-leading scientific and industrial base.

The Transformation Fund, announced as part of the Modernising Defence
Programme, will deploy £160m on fast-tracking new military capabilities onto
the frontline.

Projects already funded include ground-breaking blood clotting technology
which will save lives on the battlefield and two new autonomous minehunter
vessels which will give the Royal Navy more flexibility in the face of
rapidly changing underwater threats while keeping sailors safe.

More than £100m has already been invested from in innovation, including from
the Defence Innovation Fund, primarily in Small and Medium-sized enterprises,
in pioneering programmes in the non-military sector which could have a
transformative effect in defence.

The Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA), the MOD’s innovation hub, leads
on finding and funding these programmes.

These initiatives are underpinned by a comprehensive Defence Industrial
Policy, refreshed in December 2017, which outlines the MOD’s plan to sustain
an internationally competitive, innovative and secure defence industry in the
UK. The MOD has also published sector-specific strategies on shipbuilding and
combat air which help industry to become more resilient and productive by
allowing companies to plan ahead.

The MOD spent almost £19bn with 16,000 UK suppliers last year, supporting
260,000 jobs.



Closing the gap: how can we address
the gender pay gap?
British Embassy Warsaw will host a workshop to share experience and best
practices on how to address the gender pay gap in Poland and in the UK.

Closing the gap: how can we address
the gender pay gap?

In April 2017, the UK government introduced new legislation requiring public
and private sector employers with 250 or more employees to publish data on
the gender pay gap within their organisations. The first deadline for
reporting was April 2018. Employers are also encouraged to publish an action
plan on how they will address the pay gap in their organisation.

There are many business and other benefits to tackling the gender pay gap.
The UK is keen to share experience of introducing this ground-breaking
legislation with international partners, to enable them to introduce similar
legislation. The UK is also keen to learn from partners and businesses on
what tools they have introduced to tackle this issue in their country.

On 19 September 2019, British Embassy Warsaw, together with the UK Government
Equalities Office and Poland’s Congress of Women, will host a half-day
workshop to share experience and best practices on how to tackle the gender
pay gap in Poland and in the UK.

The workshop will be led by experts from the UK Government Equalities office.
It will include:

Full details on the new UK Gender Pay Gap (GPG) regulations
Details from the first year of mandatory reporting and results in the UK
Details of employer outreach programmes and the support for business
Views from Polish experts
Views from business representatives
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Registration is free but places are limited.

Published 9 September 2019

Detailed guide: Transporting goods
between the UK and EU in a no-deal
Brexit: guidance for hauliers

Hauliers and commercial drivers will need the correct documentation to travel
to, from or through the EU if the UK leaves without a deal.

Cyngor Diwygiedig ar Fesurau Lleihau
Risg clefyd amrywiolyn Creutzfeldt-
Jakob (vCJD) ar gyfer y DU

Hoffwn hysbysu’r Tŷ y bydd y Llywodraeth, ynghyd â Llywodraeth yr Alban a
Llywodraeth Cymru, yn diweddaru rhai mesurau rhagofalus clefyd amrywiolyn
Creutzfeldt-Jakob (vCJD) penodol yn Lloegr, yr Alban a Chymru.

Yn 2004, cynghorwyd y Llywodraeth i sefydlu mesurau rhagofalus i leihau’r
risg o vCJD yn y DU, gan gydnabod risgiau anhysbys vCJD i’r rhai sy’n derbyn
plasma a phlatennau’r DU. Cyflwynwyd nifer o fesurau, megis mynd ati i
ffiltro leucosytau o holl gyfansoddion gwaed a gohirio gwaed oedd wedi’i
drallwyso’n flaenorol gan roddwyr. Mae’r mesurau lleihau risg penodol hyn yn
hynod o effeithiol a byddant yn parhau mewn lle er mwyn sicrhau diogelwch
cyflenwad gwaed y DU.

Mesur lleihau risg ychwanegol a fabwysiadwyd oedd trin cleifion a anwyd ar
neu ar ôl 1 Ionawr 1996 gyda phlasma a /neu blatennau afferesis oedd wedi’u
mewnforio. Diben hyn oedd lleihau’r risg o ddod i gysylltiad â chyfansoddion
y credid bod ganddynt y potensial i gynyddu eu risg o ddatblygu vCJD.

Dros y 15 mlynedd diwethaf, mae tystiolaeth wyddonol ar ôl tystiolaeth
wyddonol wedi dangos fod y risg o gael vCJD drwy drallwysiad plasma neu
blatennau’r DU yn llawer is na’r hyn a dybiwyd yn wreiddiol; ni wyddir am
unrhyw drallwysiad a oedd yn cynnwys vCJD o unrhyw gyfansoddion gwaed ers
cyflwyno’r broses o ffiltro leucosytau. Ym Mawrth 2019, adolygodd y Pwyllgor
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Ymgynghorol Annibynnol ar Ddiogelwch Gwaed, Meinweoedd ac Organau (SaBT) y
dystiolaeth wyddonol ac ymarfer gweithredol, gan ymgysylltu â rhanddeiliaid.
Argymhellodd y pwyllgor fod rhai mesurau lleihau risg, sy’n gofyn am
ddefnyddio plasma wedi’i fewnforio a phlatennau afferesis ar gyfer unigolion
a aned ar neu ar ôl 1 Ionawr 1996 a/neu gyda TTP, i gael eu tynnu yn ôl.

Cyhoeddwyd cyngor terfynol SaBTO ar wefan GOV.UK, gan gynnig dadansoddiad
cynhwysfawr o’r risg sy’n gysylltiedig gyda diweddaru’r mesurau hyn i
leihau’r risg o vCJD. Mae’r cyngor hwn ar gael ar-lein yma:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sabto-reports-and-guidance-document
s

Wedi derbyn y cyngor arbenigol hwn, cymeradwyodd y Gweinidog dros Ofal y
defnydd o blasma domestig a phlatennau cyfun ar gyfer cleifion a anwyd ar ôl
1 Ionawr 1996 neu gyda TTP. Bydd mesurau eraill i leihau risg yn para mewn
grym, gan gynnwys ffiltro leucosytau, gohirio gwaed oedd wedi’i drallwyso’n
flaenorol gan roddwyr a gwahardd cynhyrchu cynnyrch meddygol sy’n deillio o
blasma sy’n tarddu o’r DU.

Mae Gwaed a Thrawsblaniadau’r GIG eisoes yn cael 94% o’u plasma o roddwyr y
DU a bydd cynyddu’r defnydd o blasma domestig yn cynnig manteision pellach yn
ymwneud â darparu cyfansoddion gwaed yn deg, llai o gymhlethdod gweithredol
ar gyfer ysbytai a gwell hygyrchedd yn y man y maent yn cael eu defnyddio.
Bydd clinigwyr sydd eisiau rhagnodi a chael gafael ar gynhyrchion plasma
masnachol wedi’u mewnforio ar gyfer cleifion, yn seiliedig ar anghenion y
claf a dewisiadau clinigol, yn parhau i wneud hynny yn unol â chanllawiau
lleol a chenedlaethol.

Mae’r Gweinidog dros Ofal bellach wedi cyfarwyddo Gwaed a Thrawsblaniadau’r
GIG i ddechrau cynyddu’r plasma domestig sy’n cael ei gaffael yn Lloegr drwy
wneud hynny’n raddol bach mewn modd sy’n cael ei reoli. Mae Llywodraeth yr
Alban a Llywodraeth Cymru hefyd wedi gofyn i’w Gwasanaethau Gwaed i ddechrau
rhoi argymhellion SaBTO ar waith. Yng Ngogledd Iwerddon, bydd unrhyw
benderfyniad ar argymhelliad SaBTO i ddiweddaru’r mesurau lleihau risg vCJD
yn cael eu gohirio hyd nes y bydd yna Weinidog yn ei le.
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