
PM meeting with the UN Secretary-
General: 24 September 2019

The Prime Minister met UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres today at the
General Assembly.

They discussed efforts to tackle climate change and the Secretary-General
welcomed the UK’s leadership on this agenda.

They also discussed foreign policy issues, including Yemen, Libya and Syria.
On Iran, they agreed on the importance of deescalating tensions.

More broadly the Secretary-General thanked the Prime Minister for the UK’s
continued strong support for the work of the United Nations.
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Derby people smuggling gang leader
jailed

A Derby man has been jailed for co-ordinating a people smuggling gang who
couriered genuine British passports abroad to be used in illegal attempts to
reach the UK.

Mohamed Jamal Kawsara, 39 was jailed for three years at Derby Crown Court
after pleading guilty to assisting illegal immigration at an earlier hearing.
Accomplices, Glen Szabo, 36, Ashley Henson, 29, Craig Edward Smedley 49,
Pavandeep Singh, 41 were also sentenced.

The scam was exposed by Immigration Enforcement Criminal and Financial
Investigations (CFI).
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The investigation revealed that Kawsara, along with other gang members, flew
to Greece as couriers, passing over genuine British passports to Syrian
nationals who would then attempt to board flights to the UK as imposters. If
successful, the passport would either be destroyed or handed back to the
courier on the aircraft. Once landed at a UK airport, the Syrian nationals
would present themselves to Border Force and claim asylum. Kawsara was
arrested on 18 June 2015 at Birmingham Airport, having arrived from Kos on
the same flight as a Syrian woman.

Kawsara and the woman were shown on airport CCTV pretending not to know each
other. Border Force officers had information to suggest that the two were
linked and a search of Kawsara’s luggage revealed he was carrying the
passport of a British woman along with his own. Officers found that the
Syrian woman was listed on the flight manifest under the name of the British
woman and had dyed her hair in an attempt to resemble the passport photo.
Kawsara was arrested on suspicion of facilitating illegal immigration and the
case was passed to CFI.

Investigators identified four other people smuggling attempts linked to
Kawsara and the gang.

On 8 April 2015, Ashley Henson flew into Birmingham Airport on a flight from
Athens, where he had passed Kawsara’s passport to a Syrian man. CCTV showed
Henson and the Syrian man making their way from the flight keeping some
distance apart. Henson is seen on his mobile phone (later shown to be a call
to Kawsara) and gesturing towards the man that he should follow. The man was
stopped at immigration control and claimed asylum.

Two separate unsuccessful attempts (on 25 April in Athens and 14 July 2015 in
Kos) saw imposters stopped in Greece before boarding planes. Kawsara acted as
the passport courier for the first failed attempt and Smedley for the second
(using the passport of Szabo). Finally, on 29 September 2015 Pavandeep Singh
escorted a Syrian woman from Athens to Manchester Airport using a British
woman’s passport supplied by Szabo. The woman claimed asylum at the UK
border.

Phone records showed Kawsara was in contact with all of the couriers to make
arrangements for the smuggling events. Money transfers were identified
between Kawsara and several of his ‘customers’ who were thought to be charged
about £7000 for his assistance.

Andy Radcliffe, from CFI said;

This case should act as a warning that anyone involved in
criminality of this kind will be prosecuted.

The evidence uncovered by CFI officers showed Kawsara was the
common link between all the smuggling attempts. Several of these
offences were driven purely by the desire to make a profit, which
was done off the backs of desperate people.

The success of this case has only been possible thanks to the



effective work between CFI, Border Force and Immigration
Enforcement International. Border Force officers played a key role
in the initial interceptions, with their work informed by vital
information gathered by Immigration Enforcement International
colleagues based in Greece which first identified Kawsara’s
suspicious activities.

Craig Smedley and Pavandeep Singh pleaded guilty to facilitating illegal
immigration and were jailed for 18 months, suspended for 18 months. Ashley
Henson, admitted one count of assisting illegal immigration and was jailed
for 20 months, suspended for 18 months. Glen Szabo was handed a sentence of
15 months, suspended for 18 months.

Mohamed Kawsara, of Caernarvon Close, Spondon, Derby, admitted five
counts of assisting illegal immigration and was jailed for three years.

Ashley Henson, of Ash Street, Derby, admitted one count of assisting
illegal immigration and was jailed for 20 months, suspended for 18
months and a community order for 100 hours unpaid work.

Pavandeep Singh Dosanjh, of Donington Drive, Derby admitted one count of
assisting illegal immigration and was jailed for 18 months, suspended
for 18 months and a community order for 100 hours unpaid work.

Craig Smedley, of High Street, Normanton, admitted one count of
assisting illegal immigration and was jailed for 18 months, suspended
for 18 months and a community order for 100 hours unpaid work.

Glenn Szabo, of Millersdale Avenue, Mansfield, admitted to two counts of
assisting illegal immigration and handed a 15 months jail sentence,
suspended for 18 months, and a curfew from 8pm to 5am to last for four
months.

Kawsara was also sentenced in relation to a separate case led by Derbyshire
Police. Kawsara had been found guilty of three counts of inciting a child to
sexual activity and was sentenced to six months imprisonment, to run
consecutively with the three year sentence for the immigration offences. A
sexual harm prevention order was also imposed to last for seven years. Any
enquiries relating to these offences should be put to Derbyshire Police.



Press release: Environment Secretary
champions Welsh food and farming
industry

The Environment Secretary has this week met with key members of the thriving
Welsh farming, food and drink industries

Environment Secretary champions Welsh
food and farming industry

Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers has this week met key members of the
thriving Welsh farming, food and drink industries, while on a tour of south
Wales.

In her first visit to Wales since becoming Environment Secretary, she began
her visit by meeting Abi Reader, a third generation farmer and Country
Chairman of the National Farmers Union (NFU Cymru), on Goldsland Farm in
Glamorganshire. While there she discussed the importance of educating young
people about where their food comes from, and the opportunities for Welsh
agriculture as the UK leaves the EU.

The Environment Secretary then held a roundtable with key representatives of
the farming, food and drink industries, including Farmers Union of Wales, the
Cardiff University Food Institute and local businesses. The discussion
focused on the importance of continued support for the industries that create
our food, from farm to fork, as they prepare to leave the EU.

The Environment Secretary’s visit comes as the latest export figures for
Wales are published, indicating that £231.5million worth of produce has
already been exported in 2019, with a 14% increase in Welsh meat compared to
the same period last year.

Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers said:

Wales is renowned for producing and exporting food and drink of the
highest quality, from Welsh lamb to Anglesey sea salt.

Ensuring these innovative and vital industries can continue to
thrive is key, and leaving the EU offers the greatest opportunity
in a generation to reform the way our agriculture and food
industries are run.
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We will ensure Brexit works for all four corners of the UK, and I
look forward to continuing to work closely with businesses across
these sectors as we grasp the new opportunities on offer.

Goldsland Farm comprises of approximately 800 acres with the main enterprise
being the dairy herd but also 150 sheep. The Environment Secretary’s visit
follows the recent recommendations in the Bew Review, and the Government’s
decision for Wales will receive a total of £14.92 million in ‘convergence’
funding, an annual increase of £5.2 million.

Guidance: Historic buildings
restoration grant: Countryside
Stewardship

Capital grant to help farmers and land managers restore historic buildings:
find out about eligibility, how to apply and the scheme’s rules.
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