
Export bar placed on unique 18th
century work by Joseph Wright of Derby

Temporary export bar placed on the painting in a bid to find a UK buyer
Arts Minister said it is of “paramount importance” to keep Joseph Wright
of Derby’s works in the UK

Arts Minister Helen Whately has placed an export bar on Joseph Wright of
Derby’s ‘Two Boys with a Bladder’.

The work, completed between 1768 and 1770, is valued at £3,500,000 plus VAT
and is at risk of being lost abroad unless a UK buyer can be found. 

Joseph Wright of Derby (1734 – 1797) was an English painter and one of the
most important artists of the 18th century. He is best known for his
paintings of candle-lit subjects and scientific and industrial subjects and
was a frequent contributor to the exhibitions of the Society of Artists and
the Royal Academy. His works are reflective of a period when the nature of
childhood and education were being debated. 

Wright’s paintings demonstrate his masterful treatment of light effects and
the work at risk of export features two boys blowing a bladder by candlelight
– bladders were a common toy for children, either inflated like a balloon or
filled with dried peas and shaken like a rattle. In art, bladders were often
used to represent the fleeting nature of life and wealth to the fragility and
transience of human life and wealth. 

In the context of this work, the fact that the subjects are children adds an
element of innocence versus experience, while the luminosity of the
candlelight may refer to the illumination of knowledge. Representations of
children blowing bladders were unique to Wright’s work and, at present, there
are no examples of his autograph bladder paintings in UK public collections. 

Arts Minister Helen Whately said: 

As one of the most important artists of the 18th century, it is of
paramount importance that we keep the works of Joseph Wright of
Derby in the UK. 

This painting offers us a chance to learn more about his way of
working and I hope that a buyer can be found to save this
masterpiece so it can be studied and put on public display.

The Minister’s decision follows the advice of the Reviewing Committee on the
Export of Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest (RCEWA). The
committee noted that the work represented an early example of elements of
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European art making their way into British art. They also noted the
sophistication and importance of Wright’s work. 

Committee Member Peter Barber said: 

A lively debate on education and the nature of childhood raged in
Western Europe throughout the 1760s. Its ambiguities are
exemplified in this striking and exquisitely executed painting of
two boys playing, apparently innocently. 

In a painting now in Kenwood House London, which may have been
intended a pendant, Wright depicted two girls playing. I do hope
the opportunity is taken to keep the boys in Britain!

The painting may have entailed an innovative use of metallic leaf used
beneath the bladder to enhance the lustre of the surface. This, an unusual
and short-lived technique, was unique to Wright’s works, making this painting
potentially the only work in the UK where this process has been observed. 

The RCEWA made its recommendation on the grounds of the paintings outstanding
significance for the study of Joseph Wright of Derby and his working
practice. 

The decision on the export licence applications for the painting will be
deferred until 16 January 2020. This may be extended until 16 May 2020 if a
serious intention to raise funds to purchase it is made at the recommended
price of £3,500,000 plus VAT.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Organisations or individuals interested in purchasing the oil painting1.
should contact the RCEWA on 0845 300 6200.
Details of the painting are as follows: Two Boys with a Bladder by2.
Joseph Wright of Derby (1734 – 1797), oil paint on canvas, 927 x 730 mm,
probably 1768-70
Provenance: Possibly Brownlow Cecil, 9th Earl of Exeter (1725-1793);3.
Possibly Christie’s, 24 January 1772, lot.82; Possibly George Greville,
2nd Earl of Warwick (1746-1816), acquired at the above sale; Acquired by
a UK private collector by the mid-nineteenth century; And by descent to
2019
The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of4.
Cultural Interest is an independent body, serviced by The Arts Council,
which advises the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport on whether a cultural object, intended for export, is of national
importance under specified criteria.
The Arts Council champions, develops and invests in artistic and5.
cultural experiences that enrich people’s lives. It supports a range of



activities across the arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to
digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to
collections. www.artscouncil.org.uk.

Ranitidine – MHRA drug alert issued
for Teva UK recall
Teva UK Ltd is recalling unexpired stock of certain batches of 2 types of
Ranitidine medicines used to treat conditions such as heartburn and stomach
ulcers.

Ranitidine – MHRA drug alert issued
for Teva UK recall

The MHRA has issued an alert to healthcare professionals, as Teva UK Ltd is
recalling all unexpired stock of certain batches of 2 types of Ranitidine
medicines used to treat conditions such as heartburn and stomach ulcers.

The 2 products affected are Ranitidine Effervescent Tablets 150 micrograms
and 300 micrograms. The list of batches affected can be checked on the MHRA’s
drug alert.

Healthcare professionals have been told to stop supplying the two products
immediately. All remaining stock should be quarantined and returned without
delay to the supplier.

Patients should not stop taking their medication, and a treatment review is
not necessary until the next routine appointment.

The recall is a precautionary measure due to possible contamination of the
active substance in Zantac, ranitidine, with an impurity called NDMA (N-
nitrosodimethylamine) which has been identified as a risk factor in the
development of certain cancers.

The MHRA is actively involved with the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and
other medicines regulators to determine the impact of what is an ongoing,
global issue. On 8 October, a drug alert was also issued regarding the
withdrawal of four types of prescription-only Zantac products.

An investigation into other potentially impacted products is continuing and
further updates will be provided as the investigation progresses. Other
Ranitidine products have been quarantined, and the Department of Health and
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Social Care (DHSC) issued an alert on 15 October regarding shortages of the
medicine and advice to healthcare professionals on alternative treatments.

Dr Andrew Gray, MHRA Deputy Director of Inspections, Enforcement & Standards,
comments:

“Whilst this action is precautionary, the MHRA takes patient safety very
seriously.

“Patients should keep taking their current medicines but should speak to
their doctor or pharmacist if they are concerned and should seek their
doctor’s advice before stopping any prescribed medicines.

“We have asked companies to quarantine batches of potentially affected
medicines whilst we investigate and we will take action as necessary,
including product recalls where appropriate.

“We have also requested risk assessments from the relevant companies which
will include the testing of potentially affected batches.

“Currently, there is no evidence that medicines containing nitrosamines have
caused any harm to patients, but the Agency is closely monitoring the
situation, and working with other Regulatory Agencies around the world.”

ENDS

Note to editors:

Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency is responsible for1.
regulating all medicines and medical devices in the UK by ensuring they
work and are acceptably safe. All our work is underpinned by robust and
fact-based judgements to ensure that the benefits justify any risks.

MHRA is a centre of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory2.
Agency which also includes the National Institute for Biological
Standards and Control (NIBSC) and the Clinical Practice Research
Datalink (CPRD). MHRA is an executive agency of the Department of Health
and Social Care.
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Funds

Information about the European Structural and Investment Funds programme for
2014 to 2020 in England.

Design Museum exhibition features UK-
built Mars rover

A model of the rover – named after British chemist and DNA pioneer Rosalind
Franklin – is part of the museum’s Moving to Mars exhibition, which invites
visitors to consider the design challenges of travelling to and living on
another planet.

The exhibition, which runs until 23 February 2020, looks at the seven-month
journey to Mars and what the first people to make the journey might wear, eat
and live in once they arrive on the red planet.

The Rosalind Franklin rover is due to launch in 2020 and land on Mars in 2021
as part of the joint European Space Agency (ESA) and Roscosmos ExoMars
mission. The rover will drill down two metres beneath the surface, analyse
the soil and search for evidence of past – and perhaps even present – life.

Sue Horne, Head of Exploration at the UK Space Agency, said:

“With ESA and NASA due to launch missions to Mars next year, this exhibition
comes at a time when our sights are firmly set on the red planet.

“Rovers like Rosalind Franklin will allow us to explore Mars and search for
signs of life, potentially answering one of our greatest scientific
questions. But it is also right to keep one eye on the future and consider
the challenges that the first astronauts who land, and live, on Mars will
face.”

The UK Space Agency is the second largest European contributor to the
mission, with a number of UK companies and universities playing a leading
role in the design and manufacture of the rover. After being shipped from the
UK to France in August for environmental testing, it is expected to be
integrated into the spacecraft that will transport it to Mars early next
year.

Brendan Innis from Airbus on the design challenges of building a rover
designed to search for signs of life on another planet

The UK is a founding member of ESA and will make ambitious new investments
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next month at the Ministerial Council meeting known as Space19+. This will
strengthen national capabilities and ensure the UK plays a significant role
in global efforts to return humans to the Moon, bring back the first samples
from Mars and develop innovative new technologies for life on Earth.

The government has also announced plans for a national space strategy,
supported by the establishment of a National Space Council. This will help
maximise the benefits of space for the whole of the UK.

Elsewhere UKSEDS, the student body for the exploration and development of
space, have launched a competition for teams of students to design, build and
test a Mars rover.

The deadline to enter the Olympus Rover Trials challenge is 31 October 2019.

https://ukseds.org/aurora/?p=ort2019

