
Joe White appointed HM Consul-General,
San Francisco, and Technology Envoy to
the USA

Press release

Joe White MBE has been appointed Her Majesty’s Consul-General, San Francisco,
and Technology Envoy to the United States.

Joe White MBE, Her Majesty’s Consul-General, San Francisco.

Joe White MBE has been appointed Her Majesty’s Consul-General, San Francisco,
and Technology Envoy to the United States in a combined role for the UK
government.

Mr White joins the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
following 20 years in the digital technology sector. He has extensive
experience as an entrepreneur and venture capital investor, including most
recently as General Partner of Entrepreneur First.

For the first time, the FCDO has combined the role of HM Consul-General with
additional responsibility as Technology Envoy to the United States.

Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said:

The UK and the US are the largest investors in each other’s
economies and this important appointment further underlines our
commitment to the tech sector.

I am delighted Joe will take on this enhanced role as we look to
build back better and support an innovative post-pandemic global
economy.
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Joe White MBE said:

It is an honour to represent the UK at this critical time, and a
pleasure to support our world renowned tech sector which continues
to go from strength to strength.

I am looking forward to working closely with UK government tech
teams in the US and in the UK, to further our growing and important
relationship with the US tech community.

Mr White will take up his appointment later this year. He will report to Dame
Karen Pierce DCMG, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the United States of America.

Biography

Mr White worked previously as a Silicon Valley based entrepreneur and
investor.

He has served as: General Partner of Entrepreneur First, a Greylock backed
early stage deep tech fund for which he’s raised and run $200m of funds; co-
chair of GBx, a curated network of British entrepreneurs; a non-executive
director for the UK’s Behavioural Insights Team where he advised on social
impact technology products; and a former co-founder of Moonfruit.com, a
website and ecommerce platform hosting 7m sites, which he exited in 2012.

He received an MBE from HM Queen in 2017 for Services to Technology
Businesses.

Notes to editors

The Consulate General in San Francisco is one of nine in the Embassy-led
US FCDO Network. It represents Her Majesty’s Government in the northwest
of the US, covering Northern California (including Sacramento for pan-
California issues), Oregon, Washington, Alaska, Idaho, Montana, and
Wyoming.

This combined role will lead the Consulate, manage relationships in the
northwest of the US, support the Ambassador on areas of shared UK-US
interest including technology and entrepreneurship, and support the HM
Trade Commissioner in promoting and enhancing the UK as partner of
choice in trade, investment and research and development.
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UK sets ambitious new climate target
ahead of UN Summit

Prime Minister announces ambitious new emissions target setting the UK
on the path to net zero by 2050, leading the way in tackling climate
change globally
new plan aims for at least 68% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by
the end of the decade, compared to 1990 levels
UK commits to reducing emissions by the fastest rate of any major
economy, ahead of the Climate Ambition Summit later this month
target follows the Prime Minister’s Ten Point Plan to create and support
250,000 jobs whilst helping to eradicate our contribution to climate
change

The Prime Minister has today (Friday 4 December) announced a new ambitious
target to reduce the UK’s emissions by at least 68% by 2030, compared to 1990
levels.

Recognising the urgency to go further to tackle climate change, the UK’s new
target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions – our Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) under the Paris Climate Agreement – is among the highest
in the world and commits the UK to cutting emissions at the fastest rate of
any major economy so far.

Today’s target is the first set by the UK following its departure from the
EU, demonstrating the UK’s leadership in tackling climate change. Over the
past decade, the UK has cut carbon emissions by more than any similar
developed country and was the first major economy to legislate for net zero
emissions by 2050.

The announcement comes ahead of the UK co-hosting the Climate Ambition Summit
on Saturday 12 December, which will coincide with the fifth anniversary of
the historic Paris Agreement. The summit calls on countries around the world
to submit ambitious NDCs or other climate plans as we head towards the UN
COP26 climate talks, which the UK government is hosting in Glasgow next year.

This new target meets the recommendation of experts at the independent
Climate Change Committee who advise the government on emissions targets.

The UK’s path to meeting this target is backed by the Prime Minister’s Ten
Point Plan for a green industrial revolution, which will create and support
up to 250,000 British jobs by 2030. The plan sets out ambitious policies and
investment, with the potential to deliver over £40 billion of private
investment by 2030, so that we can develop innovative technologies and make
significant strides in cutting emissions across energy, transport and
buildings. It also provides a roadmap of further action the UK will be taking
to reduce emissions in the coming decades, encouraging similar levels of
ambition from businesses, organisations and nations around the world.
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

We have proven we can reduce our emissions and create hundreds of
thousands of jobs in the process – uniting businesses, academics,
NGOs and local communities in a common goal to go further and
faster to tackle climate change.

Today, we are taking the lead with an ambitious new target to
reduce our emissions by 2030, faster than any major economy, with
our Ten Point Plan helping us on our path to reach it.

But this is a global effort, which is why the UK is urging world
leaders as part of next week’s Climate Ambition Summit to bring
forward their own ambitious plans to cut emissions and set net zero
targets.

Business and Energy Secretary and COP26 President Alok Sharma said:

Tackling climate change is the one of the most urgent shared
endeavours of our lifetimes, demanding bold action from every
nation to prevent catastrophic global warming.

As a country, we have demonstrated we can both rapidly cut carbon
emissions, while creating new jobs, new technologies and future-
proof industries that will generate economic growth for decades to
come.

The UK’s new emissions target is among the highest in the world and
reflects the urgency and scale of the challenge our planet faces. I
hope other countries join us and raise the bar at next week’s UN
Climate Ambition Summit, and ahead of the COP26 climate conference
in Glasgow next year.

Each party to the Paris Agreement – including countries and international
blocs such as the European Union – determines what domestic action it will
take and communicates it in a Nationally Determined Contribution.

NDCs are at the heart of the Paris Agreement goal, set at COP21 in 2015, to
hold the global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees and pursue best
efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C.

Together, these plans will determine whether the world will achieve the long-
term goals of the Paris Agreement, including global peaking of greenhouse gas
emissions as soon as possible.

Many countries have now made net zero commitments and this round of NDCs,
which set a 2030 emission reduction target, will need to be consistent with
those longer term commitments. The UK’s announcement, which reflects the
independent Climate Change Committee’s advice on net zero, does just this.



Today’s announcement comes ahead of the UK co-hosting a virtual Climate
Ambition Summit on 12 December, which will coincide with the fifth
anniversary of the historic Paris Agreement.

The Climate Ambition Summit provides a platform for leaders who are ready to
come forward with announcements of new, more ambitious nationally determined
contributions and long-term strategies to net zero, as well as new climate
finance pledges and ambitious adaptation plans.

Peter Simpson, CEO of Anglian Water and Co-Chair of The Prince of Wales’s
Corporate Leaders Group, said:

Credible plans matter in the race to zero, so today’s announcement
is welcomed. It’s why the water industry recently launched its own
routemap to net zero by 2030. There’s never been a more important
time for companies to step up, invest, and take action to support
both national ambition and global need, and this expectation is
something our customers have been very clear about. COP26 means the
spotlight is on. Climate change won’t wait for us, and the time for
action is now.

Alison Rose, Chief Executive Officer NatWest Group, principal partners of
COP26:

NatWest Group is committed to helping the government deliver green
investment and growth. As the leading bank in the UK for business
customers we have a significant responsibility to lead the way in
helping people across the UK tackle climate change and reduce our
greenhouse gas emissions and we welcome the government’s
announcement today.

Anders Opedal, CEO of Equinor, said:

As a significant and growing investor in the UK, Equinor welcomes
this increased climate ambition, which will encourage more
investment and job creation in a UK low-carbon economy. Equinor
aims to be a net-zero company by 2050, and works together with the
UK government and society to develop solutions towards a low-carbon
future. Equinor is currently actively involved in technology
development, offshore wind, and hydrogen and carbon capture and
storage projects in the UK. We look forward to future exciting
announcements.

Alistair Phillips-Davies, Chief Executive, SSE, said:

The UK’s 2030 ambition set out by the Prime Minister today is among



the most ambitious in the world and we’re excited about working
alongside government to deliver it. This kind of bold and decisive
policy-making will help unlock the investment needed to deliver on
our net zero ambitions, tackle climate change and help spur a green
recovery from the coronavirus crisis.

This target provides a clear, long-term signal for businesses like
SSE to get on and deliver. With a £7.5 billion low-carbon
investment programme, including building the world’s largest
offshore wind farm at Dogger Bank, we’re playing our part and want
to do more to demonstrate the UK’s international leadership as we
build towards COP26 next year – from pioneering carbon capture and
storage technology to building the network infrastructure needed to
accommodate the coming surge in renewables, electric vehicles and
heat pumps.

Stephen Moorhouse, Vice President and General Manager, Great Britain, Coca-
Cola European Partners, said:

At Coca-Cola European Partners in GB we have reduced our carbon
impact by more than a third over the last decade but we know much
more is needed. We are one of many organisations who have signed
the Business Ambition for 1.5 pledge as we understand the
importance of businesses collaborating with clear and ambitious
targets to tackle climate change. We welcome the bold commitment
from the UK government as a crucial step to accelerate the
transition to net zero.

Jason Tarry, CEO, UK & Republic of Ireland, Tesco, said:

It’s critical Britain sets a clear pathway of action to lead the
fight against climate change, and this confirmation of an ambitious
NDC is an important step on that journey. Our supply chain and
long-term business sustainability depend on the health of the
natural environment, and our customers and colleagues expect Tesco
to play its part in caring for the planet, which is why we’ve
brought forward our own ambition to reach net zero in our UK
operations by 15 years, to 2035.

Jeremy Darroch, Group Chief Executive, Sky, said:

This is a vital step forward and should focus all our minds on the
urgency of the climate crisis. How we respond to this crisis will
define our generation, so it’s right that the government has set
bold and ambitious targets. We only have one chance to get this
right and business wants to work with the government as we approach
COP26 to be a positive part of the solution, helping us build back



in a sustainable way.

Keith Anderson CEO ScottishPower said:

Today’s announcement marks a significant acceleration in the race
to zero and aligns with our own ambition at ScottishPower to build
back greener and help lead the response to the climate emergency.

We are investing £10 billion in the next 5 years towards doubling
our renewable generation capacity, delivering the network
infrastructure required to support decarbonisation across transport
and heat as well as offering our customers 100% clean power – all
of which will create jobs, strengthen supply chains and drive
innovation across the energy sector. This ambitious new target will
help shape a decade of delivery with both purpose and momentum,
putting us all on the path to a better future quicker.

Andy Wales, Chief Digital Impact and Sustainability Officer at BT Group said:

We welcome today’s announcement by the UK government, which sets
ambitious targets and sends a clear signal that we need to
transition to a low carbon economy. It’s encouraging to see the UK
using its presidency of the G7 and COP26 to demonstrate leadership
on climate action and inspire others to raise their ambitions.

BT has long recognised the importance of setting ambitious carbon
reduction targets. We were one of the first companies in the world
to set a 1.5°C aligned science-based target – to reduce the carbon
emissions intensity of our business by 87% by 2030. Beyond that
we’ve pledged to become a net zero carbon emissions business by
2045.

The UK’s previous NDC target was 53%.

The UK will communicate its full Nationally Determined Contributions to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) by the Climate
Ambition Summit on 12 December, including the accompanying Information to
Facilitate Clarity, Transparency and Understanding (ICTU).

Departments across government have worked to identify the highest possible
ambition for the UK’s target, building on robust analysis of domestic
decarbonisation potential; reflecting advice from the CCC and reflecting the
temperature goals of the Paris Agreement and the equity principles identified
in the IPCC 5th Assessment Report.

The UK’s NDC target does not include international aviation and shipping.
This is in line with common NDC practice. The UK is supportive of
multilateral action to tackle international aviation and shipping emissions



through the International Civil Aviation Organisation and International
Maritime Organisation, and has set out action to reduce emission in aviation
and shipping as part of the 10 point plan.

The UK was the first major economy to legislate for a net zero target, which
as the CCC has outlined is compatible with the temperature goals of the Paris
Agreement.

In July 2020, the COP26 President-Designate, Alok Sharma, set out the UK’s
ask for countries to submit more ambitious NDCs and long-term strategies to
net zero emissions.

We intend to meet our NDC through domestic action, and not through using
international credits.

As incoming COP Presidency, we remain firmly committed to working with all
UNFCCC Parties to agree Paris Agreement rules on international market
cooperation at COP26.

Research and analysis: Avian influenza
(bird flu) in Europe, Russia and in
the UK

Preliminary and updated outbreak assessments for avian influenza (bird flu)
in Europe, Russia and in the UK.

Welsh Secretary visits north Wales
football club following lottery
support

Press release

Gresford Athletic FC will receive a share of financial package facilitated by
the UK Government
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Welsh Secretary Simon Hart has visited a grassroots football club in north
east Wales to hear how it has been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic and
about how it will receive a share of a financial support package which the UK
Government helped arrange.

Gresford Athletic FC is one of 44 Cymru League clubs who will receive a share
of a £750,000 package created by the FAW and the National Lottery and
facilitated by the UK Government. It will see clubs in the three Cymru League
divisions receive support while matches are played behind closed doors
because of Covid-19 restrictions.

Mr Hart visited Gresford Athletic on Monday (30 November) alongside local
Wrexham MP Sarah Atherton where he heard from the club’s Chairman Julian
Davies, members of the committee and players about the effect of the pandemic
on the club and its supporters.

Secretary of State for Wales Simon Hart said:

Clubs like Gresford Athletic play a huge role in their local
communities and, like many others, they have been struggling during
the pandemic without supporters watching matches, money coming in
over the bar or the ability to raise funds.

That’s why I was delighted that the UK Government could help bring
the National Lottery and the football authorities together to
deliver a financial support package and I hope the money will
provide some help to fantastic grassroots clubs like Gresford.

Gresford Athletic Chairman Julian Davis said:

The Covid situation has had a real financial impact on clubs like
ours with no spectators coming through the gates, sponsorship down
and community fundraising on hold.

It’s been extremely difficult for all clubs, so the help from the
FAW and the Lottery is appreciated while we wait to get back to
playing football, which we hope will happen very soon.



MP for Wrexham Sarah Atherton added:

I understand the importance of Gresford Athletic to the community,
as well as the importance of football to Wrexham. Providing some
certainty to football clubs such as Gresford during these times is
crucial and we must ensure their survival post-lockdown.

I was thrilled that the UK Government was able to facilitate
support for 44 clubs, including Gresford, from the FAW and the
National Lottery. It is the boost they needed and deserved.

The £750,000 funding partnership follows a similar National Lottery
initiative between the FA and National League in England, facilitated by the
UK Government. Work continues on partnerships with the Scottish and Northern
Ireland FAs.
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Facilitating ambition within a green
recovery

Greetings to everyone on this event and thank you so much for dialling in.
Many of you will be dialling in from places where it is late in the day or
really very early. So, thank you so much for your commitment, we really are
incredibly grateful.

At the opening of the Climate Change Dialogues last Monday, I made the point
that, despite the great difficulties we have faced this year, it is
absolutely vital that we that maintain momentum on climate action.

Over the past months I’ve spoken to very many colleagues across the world and
individual governments,

I have spoken at almost 50 events virtually. And whilst we’ve all
acknowledged the need to do as much as we can to support our populations,
protect jobs, protect livelihoods, in terms of our individual countries, it
is also the case that climate change hasn’t taken time off. The clock is
still ticking and those two hands on the face of the clock are getting closer
to midnight.

So, it is important that we keep encouraging ambition across the world.
Archie talked about some of the areas that we are looking for leaders to come
forward at the Climate Ambition Summit on 12 December. What we want to do is
to encourage that ambition on mitigation, on adaptation and support.
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So that we are in prime position to realise the full potential of the Paris
Agreement in Glasgow next year. We absolutely owe that not just to our
generation but actually generations to come in the future.

All of you are vital, you’re absolutely integral to that. That is how we’re
going to make progress at COP26. And I’ve said this before but I want to
repeat this point – the UK and our friends in Italy may have the presidency
of COP but success at COP is going to belong to each and every one of us as
individuals and as countries.

It’s only by working together that we will succeed in tackling climate
change.

Whether that’s in Governments, regions, cities, indigenous peoples, business,
civil society, and or as individuals, it is going to be vital that we all
play our part.

That is why events like this Open Dialogue are so important. Bringing
together representatives from a whole range of constituencies.

And it is also why our COP26 campaigns are bringing people together to focus
on these five critical areas: clean energy, clean transport, adaption and
resilience, nature based solutions, and finance, which ties the whole thing
together.

I’d like to speak for one moment directly to all our representatives from
observer organisations.

The reality is reaching net zero and building our resilience will only be
achieved through this joint effort.

And for this, you are absolutely vital. You are vital for helping to raise
awareness, for generating support, and asking us to do more.

And very rightly you encourage us to go further.

And help to create the conditions for the Parties to raise their ambition
around the negotiating table.

We saw this in Paris in 2015.

And we continue to see this drive for us to go further today as well.

For me what is really important is that you are working on the ground. You
are building that resilience you are helping us reduce emissions.

You are creating the changes we need.

Whether that is indigenous leaders applying their knowledge to protect our
biodiversity and ecosystems.

Or indeed, International Trade Union Confederation’s campaign to climate-
proof work and jobs.



Or the advocacy we have seen from YOUNGO members around the world.

Your role within the official UNFCCC process is equally important. It really
matters, and it really matters to me on a personal level.

And I want to thank the nine UNFCCC constituency groups for the leadership
they have shown.

As you know, we are committed to a comprehensive agreement in Glasgow.

One that covers each of the key issues.

And, really importantly, any agreement has to be informed by the voices that
have too often been marginalised. I make this point again and again in public
and private.

By representing those voices. And by contributing your expertise and support.
You strengthen our work.

Whether that’s the Women’s Environment and Development Organisation.
Supporting equal participation in UN climate negotiations. Through the Women
Delegates Fund.

Or indeed, the expertise of the Women and Gender Constituency. Which, at
COP25, informed the renewed Gender Action Plan, placing gender equality at
the heart of climate action.

This is again a really important thing we need to keep pressing on.

The UK has committed to implementing the Plan. And I urge all Parties to do
the same.

I am very much committed to working with observers to make COP26 a success.

I’ve had quite a few engagements over the past few months and will absolutely
be ramping up the engagement in the year coming up to COP26.

That is why I spoke at the Local Governments for Sustainability’s event in
October. And it was about encouraging climate ambition among city leaders.

And supported Indigenous People’s Day in August. To emphasise how important
Indigenous People’s knowledge and experiences are in tackling the climate
crisis that we all face.

I know our Italian partners are working closely with YOUNGO too. Preparing
for Youth COP, and hosting the Youth4Climate series. And I was very pleased
to join one other their webinars recently.

It’s also really good to see the Research and Independent NGOs working
closely with our COP26 universities network. Ensuring the academic sector,
which is so important, and universities play a role in delivering a
successful COP.

And of course, universities are part of the Race to Zero campaign as well.



So I am really looking forward to hearing from you in today’s discussion on
the vital issue of the green recovery.

Urging countries to build back better in response to the coronavirus pandemic
is absolutely central to the UK’s COP26 presidency.

But we really have to do this in a way that involves the whole of society. We
have to excite everyone across the world and ensure that COP26 really has
meaning for them.

Just as our work to reduce emissions and build resilience, we must take all
interests into account.

That means bringing in the voices of civil society, young people, Indigenous
Peoples, businesses and others in government decision-making.

And here, non-state actors can help.

So I urge all parties to look at how you can work more closely with observer
groups and non-state actors. To increase ambition in your countries in a way
that is fair to all.

And I am keen to hear examples of successful initiatives from both Parties
and Observers today.

By listening to each other, learning from each other, and working together,
we can boost ambition, take action, and strengthen this process. All of this
will help pave the way for a successful COP26.

Thank you so much for being with us today.


