The principal contractor for the
Grenfell Tower site: an update

Our existing contract with the on-site contractor for Grenfell Tower will
expire in June 2021. We need to re-procure the contract due to government
rules and guidance on spending public money. It is a standard process and is
part of the government’s role in keeping the site safe.

From 8 December, we are inviting potential companies to bid to carry out some
of the safety and day-to-day maintenance works on the Grenfell Tower site. We
know that this will be of interest to some of the community. In this update,
we explain how we’ll approach this, as well as the ways you can be involved
if you would like to be.

Change of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to
Greece: Matthew Lodge

Press release

Mr Matthew Lodge has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Hellenic
Republic in succession to Ms Kate Smith CMG.

Mr Matthew Lodge has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Hellenic
Republic in succession to Ms Kate Smith CMG. Mr Lodge will take up his
appointment during summer 2021.

Full name: Matthew James Lodge
Married to: Alexia Arnaoutoglou-Ipeiroti

Children: two
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Dates Role

Paris, Minister and also United Kingdom Permanent Delegate
to UNESCO

2014 to 2017 Kuwait, Her Majesty’'s Ambassador
2010 to 2013 Helsinki, Her Majesty’s Ambassador

FCO, Head of Afghanistan Group, South Asia and Afghanistan
Directorate

2007 Baghdad, Deputy Head of Mission
2004 to 2006 FCO, Private Secretary to the Permanent Under Secretary

FCO, Head of Greece and Cyprus Section, EU External
Directorate

Brussels, Second Secretary — Political/Military, UK
Permanent Representation to the EU

2017 to present

2008 to 2010

2003 to 2004

2001 to 2003

2001 Paris, Second Secretary — Press and Public Affairs
1998 to 2000 Atheps, Second Secretary — Political/EU/Press and Public
Affairs
1996 to 1997 FCO, Desk Officer — Bosnia Section, Eastern Adriatic
Department
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CMA and global partners secure privacy
changes to the App Store

The UK’s Competition and Markets Authority (CMA), along with the Netherlands
Authority for Consumers and Markets and the Norwegian Consumer Authority,
took a leading role in the international effort to improve information
available on the use of personal data by apps available in Apple’s App Store.
This follows ongoing work from ICPEN (the International Consumer Protection
and Enforcement Network), involving 27 of its consumer authority members
across the world including the CMA.

Consumer protection authorities, including the CMA, became concerned that
people were not being given clear information on how their personal data
would be used before choosing an app, including on whether the app developer
would share their personal data with a third party. Without this information,
consumers are unable to compare and choose apps based on how they use
personal data.

Following the intervention by the 27 ICPEN members, Apple announced in June a
new section to each app’s product page in its App Store, containing key
information about the data the app collects and an accessible summary of the
most important information from the privacy policy.
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The changes secured by the CMA and its international partner agencies mean
that people can more easily consider privacy issues when choosing whether or
not to buy and download an app. These changes will come into effect for
consumers shortly. ICPEN members are also in discussions with Google about
privacy information on its App Store.

Ensuring consumers are protected in digital markets is a priority for the
CMA, and today'’s announcement comes as the CMA-led Digital Markets Taskforce
advises the Government on the design of a new regulatory regime for digital
markets in the UK, following the Government’s commitment to establish a
Digital Markets Unit within the CMA in April 2021.

Safeqguarding people’s control over their data is important for protecting
privacy as well as for the healthy operation of the market. The CMA's market
study into online platforms and digital advertising advocated a competitive-
neutral approach to implementing privacy regulation, so that the big
platforms are not able to exploit privacy regulation to their advantage. The
CMA will be working with the Information Commissioner’s Office and with the
communications regulator Ofcom further to address privacy and consumer
protection issues through the Digital Regulation Cooperation Forum.

For more information, visit the ICPEN web page.

For media enquiries, contact the CMA press office on 020 3738 6460 or
press@cma.gov.uk.

Tyne Valley investment continues five
years on from Storm Desmond

The Environment Agency has invested £10million to improve flood defences
since Storm Desmond wreaked havoc across Northumberland five years ago.

And over the next six years it will spend a further £10million to better
protect local communities in the Tyne Valley, the most affected area in the
North East, as part of a £272million programme of work which will protect
15,000 homes across the region.

In the immediate aftermath of Storm Desmond, which resulted in some of the
highest river levels on the River Tyne since 1771, emergency repair work was
also carried out to ensure communities were immediately protected as part of
a £3 million government recovery package for the North East.

The Environment Agency’s Tristan Drought, from the Flood and Coastal Risk
Management Team in the North East, said:
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I remember vividly the devastating impact Storm Desmond had on Tyne
Valley communities when record-breaking rainfall led to some of the
highest river levels ever recorded on the Tyne.

Together with our partners and local communities, we have worked
tirelessly since then to better protect homes, businesses and
infrastructure in the Tyne Valley and Ponteland.

By working collaboratively with local people we’ve been able to
identify solutions together and create climate resilient
communities. The £20million investment we’ve secured means that we
can safeguard the local economy and better protect 15,000
properties across the North East.

We can never completely eradicate the risk of flooding, however,
with climate change already causing more frequent, intense
flooding, it’s important that people are flood resilient. Being
prepared is key — people who live in a flood risk area need to know
what to do in a flood. This is absolutely vital.

People should go online at gov.uk to check their flood risk, sign
up to receive Flood Warnings and prepare a Flood Plan to keep their
family safe and protect their belongings.

Northumberland County Councillor Nick Oliver added:

As the local councillor and Northumberland’s representative on the
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee I see first hand the great
work the Environment Agency is doing improving flood defences in
Corbridge and right across the county.

They work closely with the Northumberland County Council Flood Team
and together have brought peace of mind to many people.

Guy Opperman MP said:

Five years on from the devastation of Storm Desmond, it is great to
look back at the progress we have made — from Tyne Green to
Ponteland — to prevent future flooding across Tynedale.

0f course, there is always more work to do. I am looking forward to
seeing work start on new flood defences in Corbridge, as well
continued engagement with local residents, parish councils, and the
Environment Agency through my Flood Forum. We must continue to do
all we can to protect and defend our local communities from the
devastation that flooding can cause.



Reducing flood risk in Corbridge

This week (wc 7 December), work has started on a £lmillion scheme in
Corbridge to strengthen the existing flood defences on the South Bank of the
River Tyne and Devil's Water to protect 37 homes. The Environment Agency is
also looking at the possibility of installing property level resilience
measures at some homes in the town

The town was one of the worst affected places in the North East during Storm
Desmond, which devastated communities across the country in early December
2015. Corbridge saw 55 homes flooded as the River Tyne experienced some of
the highest river levels since 1771 following record rainfall.

Making Acomb, Hexham and Ponteland more resilient to climate
change

In Acomb, work is ongoing extend and raise the existing defences and make
improvements to the main road bridge, to better protect 32 homes. The
Environment Agency is also working with landowners and the Tyne Rivers Trust
to develop options for additional flood water storage capacity upstream of
the town, which would have the added benefit of restoring habitats for local
wildlife.

In Hexham, design work is taking place for a project which will reduce flood
risk from the River Tyne to up to 90 homes and businesses at the town’s
Bridge End and Tyne Mills Industrial Estates. It’s hoped construction will
start in Spring 2021. The project received a f£lmillion government funding
boost towards its £4.1lmillion cost from a £170million pot for ‘shovel-ready’
flood schemes announced in July.

Elsewhere in Northumberland, Ponteland flood scheme — which received £450,000
towards it’s £3million cost from the same £170million pot of funding— started
in August and is due to be completed in the Spring to better protect 265
homes in the town.

This builds on work carried out by Northumberland County Council over the
summer to reduce surface water flood risk to 29 properties as part of highway
improvements to Callerton Lane.

Investment in flood risk management in Tynedale

Other ongoing projects include:

e Northumbrian Water, through the Northumbria Integrated Drainage
Partnership (NIDP), is investigating how the risk of flooding can be
reduced in Haydon Bridge. An Environment Agency project to repair some
erosion downstream of the road bridge is also being finalised.

e The NIDP is also assessing a number of options identified to reduce
flood risk in Riding Mill and Stocksfield.



e In Wylam, contractors have carried out a structural assessment of the
embankment, and will work with the Environment Agency will consider how
best to reduce flood risk in the area.

e In Ovingham, Northumberland County Council is planning further work for
summer 2021 which will see a total of 68 properties in the village
better protected.

Working with communities

Since the impacts of Storm Desmond the Environment Agency and partners at
local authorities have introduced Flood Community Engagement Officers to work
directly with communities at risk to improve their resilience.

In the Tyne Valley alone the project has seen five new Community Flood Groups
set up and flood plans created, adding to the 11 that were already
established, and 28 new volunteer Flood Wardens recruited. Over 3,000 school
children have also been involved in workshops looking at the causes of
flooding, what to do in a flood and how the future generation can get
involved in tackling the effects of climate change.

For more information and to find out how to Prepare. Act. Survive. visit the
‘what to do in a flood’ page.

Over 5 million homes are at risk of flooding in England alone, the average
cost of flooding to a home is £30k and the mental health-impacts long-
lasting.

A record government investment of £5.2bn to better protect 336,000 properties
was announced this year, through the creation of around 2,000 new flood and
coastal defences in England by 2027.

Tyne Valley investment continues five
years on from Storm Desmond

Multi-million pound Environment Agency investment brings continued
improvements to the Tyne Valley, which was the worst affected area in the
North East.
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