Ministerial direction: £30 million
Waking Watch Relief Fund for unsafe
high rise buildings

Permanent Secretary Jeremy Pocklington has written to the Secretary of State
for Housing, Communities and Local Government the Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP
who in return issued a ministerial direction.

The letters relate to funding fire alarms for private and social sector
buildings over 18 metres with unsafe cladding and with Waking Watch.

Contingencies fund advance: 17
December 2020

I hereby give notice of the Department for Transport having drawn advances
from the contingencies fund totalling £5,808,000,000 to enable expenditure on
COVID-19 support packages to be spent ahead of the passage of the Supply and
Appropriation Act. The schemes include:
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Parliamentary approval for additional resources of £4,574,000,000 and
additional capital of £1,234,000,000 will be sought in a supplementary
estimate for the Department for Transport.

Pending that approval, urgent expenditure estimated at £5,808,000,000 will be
met by repayable cash advances from the Contingencies Fund.

The cash advance will be repaid upon receiving Royal Assent of the Supply and
Appropriation (Anticipation and Adjustments) Bill.

Published 17 December 2020

Tay Cities Deal signed

The Tay Cities Deal reached a major milestone today [17th December 2020] when
UK Government Minister Iain Stewart joined partners for an online ceremony to
ratify the implementation and financial arrangements for £700 million
investment in the region.

The deal is an agreement between the UK and Scottish governments along with
Angus, Dundee City, Fife and Perth & Kinross councils as well as partners in
the business and higher and further education sectors.

The UK and Scottish governments are each investing £150 million, which will
help to leverage a further £400 million of investment from public and private
partners. This will be transformative for the region, driving investment,
boosting the economy and creating more than 6,000 jobs.

UK Government Minister Iain Stewart said:

Today’'s landmark signing will deliver transformative investment to
the entire Tay region, including £150 million from the UK
Government.

The deal will create thousands of jobs through innovative projects
such as cutting-edge forensic science at the University of Dundee
and a drone port at Montrose in Angus.

Investments in Perth City Hall transformation and Innerpeffray
Library, Scotland’s oldest lending library, will also enhance the
region’s culture and tourism offering.

This is the seventh Full Deal we have signed in Scotland and we now
have deals in implementation or development for all of Scotland,
representing investment from the UK Government of over £1.5
billion.
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At the Spending Review in November the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, announced
that the UK Government’s funding for the deal would be delivered over 10
years instead of 15, which will help projects to be delivered sooner.

The Tay Cities Deal projects aim to place the region at the forefront of
innovation, technology and connectivity.

The UK Government is investing £150 million in 16 projects, all of which are
subject to final approval of robust business cases:

e £15 million for ‘Just Tech’ the world’s first institute for forensic
science innovation, at the University of Dundee

e £ 5.7 million for cyberQuarter, a cyber-security centre of excellence at
Abertay University

e £ 8.1 million for the Aviation Academy for Scotland

e £20 million for the International Barley Hub at the James Hutton
Institute

e £25 million for the Advanced Plant Growth Centre at the James Hutton
Institute

e £5.2 million for the creation of an advanced plastics recycling facility
capable of treating all waste plastic types

e £5 million for Perth Innovation Highway that will support business
development at the planned Perth Eco Innovation Park

e £10 million for the transformation of Perth City Hall into a new museum
and potential home for the Stone of Destiny

e £24.5 million for the Eden Campus, a Centre of Excellence in Low Carbon
and Renewable Energy innovation at the University of St Andrews. Plus a
further £300,000 for the Stretch Dome Simulator that can be used to test
research and innovation in areas like climate change

e £2 million for rural high speed broadband in Angus and in Perth &
Kinross. This will be enhanced by a further £5.9 million from the UK
Government Local Full Fibre Network programme.

e £5.6 million to promote North Angus and Montrose as a clean growth zone

e £5.9 million for low carbon projects in Angus

e £15 million for the development of agritech in Angus

e £100,000 for developing Innerpeffray library, Scotland’s oldest lending
library

e £f1 million for the Crief International Highland Centre

e £1.6 million for AERO SPACE Kinross

For further details please read the full deal document.

Humber Mental Health Support —
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Call to run a project which will provide support to individuals with mental
health issues to support them to engage with or re-engage with the labour
market, in the Humber LEP area.

Detailed guide: Place of destination
checks on high-priority plants and
products from the EU from 1 January
2021

How operators can register as a place of destination for high-priority plant
imports, and what requirements you will need to meet.
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