
Flag-raising ceremony cancelled

ã€€ã€€Owing to the thunderstorm warning, the flag-raising ceremony to be
conducted at Golden Bauhinia Square, Wan Chai at 8am today (May 22) will be
cancelled.

CFS follows up on suspected food
poisoning cases involving sandwiches

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department (FEHD), said today (May 21) that while following up on suspected
food poisoning cases involving sandwiches earlier, it was found that the
sandwiches concerned were produced by an unlicensed food factory in Hong
Kong. The CFS urged the public not to consume the sandwich concerned,
regardless of the batches and flavours. The trade should also stop using or
selling the product concerned immediately if in possession.

     A spokesman for the CFS said, "Upon notification by the Centre for
Health Protection of the Department of Health of a cluster of two food
poisoning cases involving sandwiches produced in Hong Kong, the CFS
immediately sent staff to the retail outlet concerned in Tsuen Wan to conduct
investigation and take samples for testing. The retail outlet concerned has
already stopped sale of the affected product according to the CFS' advice.
The CFS has also provided health education on food safety and hygiene to the
person-in-charge and staff concerned, and requested them to carry out a
thorough cleaning and disinfection.

     "Moreover, a joint follow-up investigation by the CFS and the
Environmental Hygiene Branch of the FEHD revealed that the supplier concerned
was suspected of operating an unlicensed food factory. Prosecution has been
instituted against the person-in-charge of the premises by the FEHD earlier
today. The CFS has also instructed the food premises concerned to stop
production and selling of the product concerned."

     The spokesman urged the public not to consume the product concerned,
regardless of batches and flavours. The trade should also stop using or
selling the affected product immediately if in possession.

     Under the Food Business Regulation (Cap 132X), the maximum penalty for
operating an unlicensed food factory is a fine of $50,000 and six months'
imprisonment upon conviction.

     According to Section 54 of the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance (Cap 132), all food for sale in Hong Kong, whether locally produced
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or imported, should be fit for human consumption. An offender is subject to a
maximum fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six months upon conviction.

     The CFS will continue to follow up on the incident and take appropriate
action.

SCED speaks on RTHK and funding
proposal to support Ocean Park (with
video)

     The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Mr Edward Yau, met
the media today (May 21) on Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) and the funding
proposal to support Ocean Park. Following is the transcript of his remarks:

Reporter: First of all, lawmakers are still quite reserved on giving you the
required funding to help save the Ocean Park. So, has the Government assessed
the financial consequences if the Ocean Park really does not get the required
funding and is allowed to go into bankruptcy, aside from all the costs on
jobs loss and collective memory? You mentioned that you are repositioning the
Ocean Park, and you are also considering legal changes and amendments to let
this happen. Have you considered how to make the Ocean Park more commercially
viable? Is there a preliminary plan? How different will this framework that
you have right now in your mind? How different would this be from the earlier
proposal, the $10.6 billion rescue package that the Government announced
earlier this year?
 
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development: I think the major
differences between the current package and what was presented to the Finance
Committee in January this year are twofold. One is the amount and where the
money will go to. The other is the general development directions, which I
have outlined just now. On the first point, when we went to the Finance
Committee in January, that $10.6 billion plan aimed at delivering a
development programme, which would allow the Park to invest in a number of
major projects, so as to rejuvenate the Park. And through which, we hoped to
regain the financial resources that are needed to cover both the costs and
the repayment of loans, and also to finance for the future. The current
package that was presented to LegCo (Legislative Council) two weeks ago, is
largely a rescue plan. Although the amount is reduced by half, the usage is
very different. This is largely to repay the immediate loans, which are
imminently needed to avoid bankruptcy.
 
     The difference is drastic, but it's very simple. In January, we could
still talk about investing for the future to bring back revenue. But the
circumstances have completely changed because of the COVID-19 (outbreak),
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where the Park has been put to a complete grounding or closure. And there is
no immediate prospect of bringing back to any kind of normalcy. So that's why
it has changed substantively. The second point is still evolving. In facing
these financial and operating challenges, we cannot take on the original
assumptions or the plan. We must make adjustments. And I think this is a very
common message that both the Government and the Park are fully committed, and
also echoed by many (LegCo) members who have expressed their views. So the
plan is to take up from where we started in the redevelopment plan, and then
to adjust it in light of the present circumstances.
 
     The three points I made in the overall direction reflect these
(adjustments). For instance, it is almost unanimously agreed that the
strength and the core competency of the Park is on conservation and
education. Therefore we should re-double our efforts to re-emphasise that
this is the thing that can take the Park to the future in a more sustainable
manner. But having said that, there would need to be adjustments. For
instance, the game rides, the mechanical games, given the very heavy
financial investment and the high maintenance cost, in the light of the
reduction in visitors, would that be scaled down and give way to some of the
more attractive development potentials which the Park is good at? We also
need to think out of the box, to think about any other means which would have
been missed otherwise or not permitted by the law or by the operating
environment of the Park. Hence, there would need to be adjustments in the
law, in the land use, and in the way of operating the Park. So these are the
adjustments that we are making.
 
Reporter: How about the financial consequences? Is the Park allowed to go
into bankruptcy?
 
Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development: If it bankrupts, that means
any outstanding loans, any payments, any wages or severance pay which staff
need to receive, will be the bill of this bankruptcy. And I've mentioned that
will add up to far more than $10 billion in either proposal because that will
include at least over $8 billion loans and also a lot of other costs. Thank
you. 
 
Reporter: First of all, you met with the Board of Advisors earlier today. The
Director of Broadcasting was not invited, and they said that it was your
bureau's decision to do that. Can you explain whether it is because you are
considering personnel changes to RTHK, and that's why you didn't invite the
Director of Broadcasting? Could you also reveal a little bit on the
conclusion, even though the advisors did say you made agreements on like RTHK
has to follow the Charter, and you need to look into how to ensure that the
public broadcaster does that. Mr Eugene Chan highlighted that one of the
things that RTHK needs to fulfill is to ensure that it promotes the sense of
national identity, as well as people’s understanding on "one country, two
systems". Does that mean that you are hoping the broadcaster can dedicate
even more resources on these two areas going forward in the future? Thank
you.

Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development: The answer to your first



question is very simple. I got the invitation from the Chairman, Dr Eugene
Chan, in early May, asking if he and the non-official members could come over
and meet with me. I think that was arising from the recent first
Communications Authority (CA) case against a RTHK programme. But soon after
there was another case. So, I accepted the invitation and therefore met with
the Chairman and all the non-official members. The request is not for a
formal meeting. In the formal meeting of course the bureau would not be
represented. The formal meeting would have included the Director of
Broadcasting. But I took it as the Chairman's and the non-official members'
request to see me. So, like any sort of other community, I am more than happy
to see them at a convenient time. So I did it this morning.

     The Chairman had met with the media and gave his summary on the focus of
the meeting. On my side it is very simple. They expressed to me the concern
about the repeated verdicts ruled by the Communications Authority against
RTHK programme. As the Board of Advisors to RTHK, appointed under the
Charter, they are duty bound to help RTHK. They also mentioned that similar
concerns had been discussed among them and with the Director of Broadcasting
and also RTHK. They were here to talk about this topic, and I had shared with
them the stance taken by the bureau, which made open on two occasions shortly
after the verdict of the CA. I heard from them that they supported the
verdict of the Communications Authority in this regard. They are also taking
steps to help RTHK to fully implement any remedial measures that are needed
to avoid similar recurrence of incidents. They also told me that as part of
RTHK, given their very specific role under the Charter, they are there to
help. That was a usual discussion. Thank you.
 
(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Commissioner of Police meets
representatives of media organisations

     The Commissioner of Police, Mr Tang Ping-keung, today (May 21) met with
representatives from the Hong Kong Journalists Association, Hong Kong Press
Photographers Association, Hong Kong News Executives' Association and Hong
Kong Federation of Journalists to listen to their opinions on recent problems
encountered by journalists when covering police operations.

     During the meeting, both sides exchanged views on issues such as
difficulties encountered, safety problems, press arrangements, co-ordination
and identification, and communication mechanism. Participants also discussed
the Police’s enforcement action in the vicinity of Mong Kok on May 10.

     The Commissioner said the incidents happened in the vicinity of Mong Kok
on May 10 was not satisfactory and apologised to journalists who felt
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insulted. He added that the Police would deal with the incident seriously and
look for improvement. The Force would investigate the incident in a fair and
impartial manner and further information from the associations would be
welcome.
 
     The Commissioner also said that Police will increase the manpower of the
Force Media Liaison Cadre to strengthen officers’ capability in co-ordinating
media activities at large-scale public order events. The Police will enhance
cadre’s communication with the journalists at operations.
 
     To conclude the meeting, the Commissioner expressed gratitude to the
representatives for the frank exchange. He said the meeting was only a start
and that the Force would maintain communication with the media on problems of
mutual concern. Opinions and concerns of the media would be conveyed to
frontline police officers with a view to facilitate media reporting on
condition of not affecting police operation and safety.  It is hoped that
Police will maintain a harmonious relationship with the media on the basis of
mutual respect and understanding.

     Separately, the Police noted that four media unions (Ming Pao Staff
Association, Next Media Trade Union, RTHK Programme Staff Union and
CitizenNews Staff Union) issued an open letter to the Commissioner of Police
last night.   Taken this opportunity, Police wish to express its willingness
to arrange meetings with their representatives and will take forward specific
arrangements in due course.
 

CHP investigates two suspected food
poisoning clusters

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (May 21) investigating two suspected food poisoning clusters affecting
seven persons, and reminded the public to maintain personal, food and
environmental hygiene to prevent food-borne diseases.

     The first cluster involved four females aged 6 to 54. They developed
gastroenteritis symptoms including abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea and
fever about eight to 12 hours after consuming sandwiches yesterday (May 20).
These sandwiches were purchased from a shop in Tsuen Wan on the same day.

     The second cluster comprised three females aged 5 to 34, who developed
similar symptoms about seven to 14 hours after consuming sandwiches of the
same brand yesterday. These sandwiches were bought from the same shop in
Tsuen Wan on the same day.  
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    All affected persons had sought medical consultation and none required
hospitalisation. They are now in stable condition. Investigations are
proceeding.
 
      "We have alerted the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department to the
incident and investigations are ongoing," a spokesman for the CHP said.
 
     "Prolonged storage of food at room temperature may allow pathogens to
grow and produce toxins. Members of the public should avoid consuming cooked
or ready-to-eat food that has been kept at room temperature for several
hours," the spokesman said.

      To prevent food-borne diseases, members of the public are reminded to
maintain personal, food and environmental hygiene at all times. When dining
out:

•Patronise only reliable and licensed restaurants;
•Avoid eating raw seafood;
•Be a discerning consumer in choosing cold dishes, including sashimi, sushi
and raw oysters, at a buffet;
•Ensure food is thoroughly cooked before eating during a hot pot or barbecue
meal;
•Handle raw and cooked foods carefully and separate them completely during
the cooking process;
•Use two sets of chopsticks and utensils to handle raw and cooked food;
•Do not patronise illegal food hawkers;
•Drink boiled water;
•Do not try to use salt, vinegar, wine and wasabi to kill bacteria as they
are not effective; and
•Always wash hands before eating and after going to the toilet.


