
Announcement by the Judiciary

The following is issued on behalf of the Judiciary:

     The Judiciary announced today (July 14) that in view of the latest
public health situation, while court hearings and registry businesses will
generally proceed, enhanced social distancing measures are being implemented
to ensure that the courts can carry on business as safely as circumstances
permit.

     The enhanced social distancing measures will result in a reduction in
the overall capacity of the courts to handle business. Court hearings may
have to be spaced out and/or adjourned. For parties to the court proceedings,
they should work on the basis that court hearings will proceed as scheduled
unless directed otherwise by the court. If any proceedings need to be
adjourned and re-fixed, parties will be given directions by the
court. Capacity limits will continue to be imposed in court lobbies and
courtrooms.

     For the registries of various levels of courts, while they will continue
to operate normal operating hours, i.e. from 8.45am to 1pm and from 2pm to
5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except public holidays, in order to reduce people
flow and possible over-crowding, special administrative measures will be
introduced, including expansion of the current registry area to other areas
of the same court building. Court users will be given more specific
instructions on arrival at court buildings. Capacity limits will continue to
be imposed in registry areas.

     For other court offices such as accounts offices, their opening hours
will be the same, though the Judiciary will continue to impose capacity
limits for such areas as appropriate.

     The court will continue to encourage court users to use electronic means
to handle court business, including holding remote hearings using video-
conferencing facilities and lodgment of documents to the court by electronic
means as appropriate.

     The Judiciary will closely monitor changes in the general public health
situation and may adjust the social distancing measures as necessary.

     The Canteen in the High Court Building and the Tuck Shop in the West
Kowloon Law Courts Building will remain closed until further notice.

     For offices on Judiciary premises operated by government departments or
outside organisations, court users should enquire with the relevant service
providers direct for details relating to the operation of these offices.
 
Preventive and crowd management measures

     The Judiciary will strictly enforce appropriate preventive and crowd
management measures having regard to the prevailing public health situation.
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These measures include enhanced cleansing and disinfection of public areas,
requiring all people entering the Judiciary premises to undergo body
temperature checks and wear surgical masks at all times unless otherwise
directed by the judge, and putting in place necessary queuing and other crowd
management arrangements to regulate the people flow and avoid crowding.

     Chessboard seating arrangements will continue to be applied in the
public gallery of courtrooms and court lobbies, with seating capacity reduced
to half. Broadcasting of proceedings will be arranged if necessary and if
practicable. In addition, capacity limits will remain in force for areas such
as court lobbies, registries and accounts offices to avoid crowding.

     Any court users including parties and legal representatives who have a
fever or a high body temperature, and/or are subject to any quarantine
requirement or medical surveillance must not come to the Judiciary
premises. They should apply to the court as soon as practicable for
permission of absence or inform the court with reasons for absence as
appropriate.

     Court users should maintain good personal hygiene at all times and
disinfect their hands frequently while they are in Judiciary
premises. Alcohol-based handrub is provided at entrances, registries and
courtrooms of all Judiciary premises.

     Court users should follow the instructions of the Judiciary staff and
security personnel.

     For enquiries regarding general arrangements for court business, the
following hotlines will continue to operate from 8.45am to 1pm and from 2pm
to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except public holidays:
 

General Information: 2869 0869
Court of Final Appeal: 2123 0123
High Court: 2523 2212
Probate: 2840 1683
District Court: 2845 5696
Family Court: 2840 1218
Lands Tribunal: 2771 3034
Labour Tribunal: 2625 0020
Small Claims Tribunal: 2877 4068
Magistrates' Courts: 2677 8373
Bailiff Section: 2802 7510
Court Language Section: 2388 1364

     The Judiciary will continue to post updated information, including Daily
Cause Lists, all arrangements in relation to Judiciary business and advice to
court users, on the Judiciary website (www.judiciary.hk). Court users are
advised to check the website for updated information as necessary.
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Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at noon today (July 14), 12 COVID-19 confirmed patients (case
numbers: 1153, 1168, 1202, 1209, 1210, 1214, 1215, 1233, 1239, 1250, 1251 and
1252) were discharged from hospital in the past 24 hours. So far, a total of
1,229 patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.
 
     At present, there are 632 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1,174 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 278 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 12 hospitals, among which six patients
are in critical condition (case numbers: 595, 1315, 1338, 1350, 1401 and
1450), eight are in serious condition (case numbers: 1269, 1322, 1346, 1428,
1439, 1443, 1463 and 1472) and the remaining 264 patients are in stable
condition.
 
     The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

Analytical Accounts of Exchange Fund

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) released today (July 14) the key
analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund at the end of June 2020.
      
     Foreign assets, representing the external assets of the Exchange Fund,
increased during the month by HK$27.5 billion to HK$3,645.4 billion.
      
     The Monetary Base, comprising Certificates of Indebtedness,
Governmentâ€‘issued currency notes and coins in circulation, the balance of
the banking system and Exchange Fund Bills and Notes issued, amounted to
HK$1,748.9 billion.
      
     Claims on the private sector in Hong Kong amounted to HK$243.6 billion.
      
     The analytical accounts of the Exchange Fund are released in accordance
with the International Monetary Fund's Special Data Dissemination Standard
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(SDDS) and are referred to as the Analytical Accounts of the Central Bank
under SDDS (Annex).
 
*********************************************************
     At present, four press releases relating to the Exchange Fund's data are
issued by the HKMA each month.  Three of these releases are issued to
disseminate monetary data in accordance with the International Monetary
Fund's Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS).  The fourth press release,
on the Exchange Fund's Abridged Balance Sheet and Currency Board Account, is
made in accordance with the HKMA's policy of maintaining a high level of
transparency.  For the month of July 2020, the scheduled dates for issuing
the press releases are as follows:
 

July 7 
(Issued)

SDDS International Reserves
(Hong Kong's Latest Foreign Currency
Reserve Assets Figures)
 

July 14 
 

SDDS Analytical Accounts of the
Central Bank
(Analytical Accounts of the Exchange
Fund)
 

July 31 
 
 

SDDS Template on International
Reserves and
Foreign Currency Liquidity
 

July 31 
 

Exchange Fund Abridged Balance Sheet
and
Currency Board Account
 

 

CHP urges public not to use unsafe
whitening cream (with photos)

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(July 14) appealed to members of the public not to buy or use a whitening
cream product (see photos) as it may contain excessive mercury, which is
harmful to health.

     The appeal followed the CHP's receipt of notification of a case of
mercury poisoning from the Hospital Authority (HA) involving a 37-year-old
female patient. The CHP commenced investigations immediately.
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     The patient has developed swelling of both lower limbs since mid-June
this year and reported using the product for around four months. Her urine
sample revealed a mercury level higher than the reference level, which was
clinically suspected to be related to the use of the product.

     Testing results of the HA's laboratory revealed that the level of
mercury in the product submitted by the patient was 16 471 times the
acceptable level. The CHP's investigation is continuing. The case has also
been referred to the relevant law enforcement agency for follow-up.

     "Chronic exposure to mercury can cause damage to the nervous system and
kidneys. Symptoms may include tremors, irritability, insomnia, memory
deterioration, concentration difficulty, impaired hearing and vision, and
change in the taste function. In severe cases, renal failure may occur," a
spokesman for the CHP said.

     "As the content of mercury in the product exceeded the acceptable level,
its use may cause serious side effects. People who are using it should stop
immediately and consult healthcare professionals as soon as possible if they
feel unwell or are in doubt. Members of the public are urged not to buy or
use cosmetic products of unknown composition or those obtained from doubtful
sources," the spokesman added.

    

Operator and manger fined for illegal
club operation

     A woman and a company were each fined $1,000 at the Eastern Magistrates'
Courts today (July 14) for contravening the Clubs (Safety of Premises)
Ordinance.
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     The courts heard that in December last year, officers from the Office of
the Licensing Authority (OLA) of the Home Affairs Department conducted an
inspection at a club on Java Road in North Point, which had been operating
with a certificate of compliance (CoC).

     During the investigation, the staff of the club failed to show the
registered drawing upon the OLA officers' request. Condition 10 of the CoC
was breached.

     The woman and the company, being the manager and the CoC holder of the
club, were charged with contravening section 21(1) (a) and section 21(2) of
the Ordinance respectively.

     A spokesman for the department reminded all CoC holders to comply with
the conditions as stipulated therein. Enforcement actions will continue to be
taken against illegal club operations.


