
HAD to open temporary night heat
shelters

     The Home Affairs Department will open 19 temporary night heat shelters
tonight (August 23) for people in need of the service.

     The shelters will be open from 10.30pm until 8am tomorrow.

     For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.

     The 19 night heat shelters are located at:

Hong Kong Districts:
———————

Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex,
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun

Eastern –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay

Southern –
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau

Wan Chai –
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai

Kowloon Districts:
——————

Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices,
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom

Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin

Sham Shui Po –
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin –
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Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan

Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei

New Territories Districts:
————————–

Islands –
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building,
39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung

Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung

North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling

Sai Kung –
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex,
38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau, Tseung Kwan O

Sha Tin –
Hin Keng Neighbourhood Community Centre
5 Hin Wo Lane, Sha Tin

Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po

Tsuen Wan –
Shek Wai Kok Community Hall
Shek Wai Kok Estate, Tsuen Wan

Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun

Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long

Yuen Long –
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai



Foreign domestic helpers waiting to
join new employers’ family may make
appointment for free COVID-19 testing
service from tomorrow

     The Labour Department (LD) will commence registration tomorrow (August
24) for foreign domestic helpers (FDHs) whose previous employment contracts
have expired or have been terminated and who are waiting to join the new
employers' family to make an appointment for a COVID-19 testing service. The
testing is voluntary and free of charge. Eligible FDHs are required to make a
prior appointment by telephone and provide their specimens at a specific time
slot at Harbour Road Sports Centre, the designated temporary specimen
collection centre.

     A LD spokesman said, "To reduce the health risks faced by FDHs staying
in boarding facilities of employment agencies (EAs) and reduce the risk of
transmission of COVID-19 in the community, the Government launched a free,
one-off COVID-19 testing service for the FDHs on August 9. In response to
recent confirmed infection cases of FDHs who had stayed in boarding
facilities, some of which were not operated by EAs, the Government decided to
expand the scope of the testing service to cover FDHs whose previous
employment contracts have expired or have been terminated and who are waiting
to join the new employers' family. This group of FDHs are most likely to be
staying in boarding facilities while waiting to change employers."

     "We strongly encourage FDHs staying in boarding facilities to actively
participate in the free test to safeguard their health. Participants will be
notified of the test results via SMS in about two to three days after
collection of specimen, and positive cases will be referred to the Centre for
Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health for follow-up. If an FDH
needs to stay in a boarding facility for an extended period of time while
waiting to change employer, he/she may re-take the test as appropriate,
especially before joining the new employer's family. We appeal for EAs'
active assistance in helping FDHs register for and take the test at the
specimen collection centre. We also advise employers to check that their new
FDHs have a valid negative test result before joining the family. For FDHs
who are currently under employment contracts and are residing with their
employers, they are encouraged to join the Universal Community Testing
Programme to be launched by the Government shortly on September 1."

     The specimen collection centre is located at Harbour Road Sports Centre,
27 Harbour Road, Wan Chai. The centre will commence service on August 25,
opening daily from 8.30am to 8pm, and will operate until September 30. 
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     FDHs are eligible for the free combined nasal and throat swab testing
service if their previous employment contracts have expired or have been
terminated and they are waiting to join the new employers' family at the time
of making the appointment for the testing service. Eligible FDHs may dial the
registration hotline 1836 133 starting from August 24, 9am to 9pm daily, to
make an appointment for specimen collection on August 25 or later. Same-day
appointment will not be offered by the registration hotline, and any request
without prior appointment will not be accepted. 

     Duty officers of the telephone booking service centre will register the
name, Hong Kong Identity Card number and/or passport number and mobile
telephone number of the FDH. Duty officers will ask for simple information
regarding the eligibility of the FDH for the testing service, e.g. reference
number and limit of stay as shown on the latest visa issued by the
Immigration Department (ImmD), or the reference number/date of application
for a visa/extension of stay as a visitor as shown on documents issued by
ImmD, etc. The FDH is advised to prepare the relevant documents beforehand
for a smooth registration. Upon successful registration, an SMS to confirm
the date, time and location to conduct the collection of specimen will be
sent to the FDH. 

     Upon arrival at the specimen collection centre at the appointed time
slot, the FDH will be asked to show their Hong Kong Identity Card, passport
and the SMS appointment confirmation to verify their identity. He/she will be
asked to sign a consent form to give consent to taking the test and confirm
his/her eligibility for the testing service.

     The testing agency will collect specimens from the specimen collection
centre and deliver them to the laboratory for testing. Participants will be
notified of the test results (irrespective of positive or negative) via SMS.
The testing agency will not acquire or retain any personal information of the
participants. The testing agency will inform LD of the serial number of the
specimens with a positive test result and the relevant cases will be referred
by LD to CHP for follow-up.

     For enquiries, please contact LD by email at fdh-enquiry@labour.gov.hk.

Ancestral land managers fined about
$130,000 for failing to comply with
dangerous hillside orders

     Five managers responsible for the management of three pieces of
ancestral land were convicted and fined about $130,000 in total at the Tuen
Mun Magistrates' Courts earlier this month for failing to comply with three
dangerous hillside orders issued under the Buildings Ordinance (BO) (Cap.
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123).
     
     The case involved a slope of about 70 metres long and 5m high stretching
across three private lots in Yuen Long. Since the slope was liable to become
dangerous, the Buildings Department (BD) served three dangerous hillside
orders on the owner of the land under section 27A of the BO, requiring the
owner to appoint an authorized person (AP) and a registered geotechnical
engineer (RGE) to investigate, analyse and report on the subject slope within
two months from the date of the orders, and submit a remedial works proposal
based on the findings of the investigation within seven months for BD's
approval.
     
     The owner has, at different time periods, appointed different APs and
RGEs to follow up with the orders. Following the BD's disapproval of the
remedial works proposal submitted by the first AP and RGE, the subsequently
appointed AP and RGE failed to submit a remedial works proposal within a
reasonable period despite repeated reminders issued by the BD. The BD
instigated prosecution against the five managers. They were convicted and
heavily fined at the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts on August 7.
     
     "Failing to comply with a dangerous hillside order without reasonable
excuse is a serious offence under the BO and may lead to serious
consequences. The BD may instigate prosecution proceedings against the
owner", a spokesman of the BD said today (August 23). He added that the
department will continue its enforcement action against non-compliance of
dangerous hillside orders to ensure public safety. 
     
     Pursuant to section 40(1B)(b) of the BO, any person who, without
reasonable excuse, fails to comply with a dangerous hillside order served on
him or her under section 27A of the BO, commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine of level 5 ($50,000 at present) and to imprisonment for
one year, as well as a further fine of $5,000 for each day that the offence
has continued.

Analogue TV households should take
immediate action to prepare for full
digital TV broadcast

     Hong Kong will implement full digital TV broadcast on December 1 (00.00
hours) this year. Households using analogue TVs should take immediate action
to obtain digital TV receivers in the remaining 100 days, otherwise they will
not be able to receive local free TV programmes, a spokesman for the Commerce
and Economic Development Bureau said today (August 23).
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     According to the latest survey findings, by July this year, nearly 95
per cent of Hong Kong households have already switched to digital TV, while
only 2.6 per cent (around 68 000) of households are still using analogue TV.
These figures show that most Hong Kong residents are ready for full digital
TV broadcast.
 
     The Government engaged the Hong Kong Council of Social Service to launch
the Community Care Fund Digital Television Assistance Programme in January.
As of now, more than 15 000 applications have been received, of which some 12
100 households have their digital TV receivers successfully installed.
Analogue TV households benefiting from specified social assistance
programmes, or with low income, will not be required to go through additional
means testing. Within eight weeks after receipt of an application, the
electrical appliances contractor will liaise with the applicant and arrange
one-stop services, including delivery and installation of a set-top box or
digital TV set as well as disposal of the old analogue TV set.
 
     Although the Community Care Fund Digital Television Assistance Programme
will run until July 15, 2021, eligible households should apply now to allow
time for processing and delivery before the analogue TV transmission is
switched off in December. Application forms can be obtained from the 100
district service units which assist in implementing the programme and the
Home Affairs Enquiry Centres in the 18 districts. Forms can also be
downloaded from the programme website (digitaltv.hkcss.org.hk/en/). For
details, please visit the dedicated website or call 2922 9230.
 
     The spokesman added that a new set of TV
(www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/20_it56.html) and radio Announcements in the Public
Interest will be launched from today to remind analogue TV households to
change their TV sets or install set-top boxes as soon as possible.

CHP reminds public on precautions
against heat stroke during very hot
weather

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
today (August 23) reminded members of the public, particularly those
undertaking outdoor activities, to take heed of necessary measures against
heat stroke and sunburn in very hot weather.

     "The public should carry and drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration while engaging in outdoor activities," a spokesman for the CHP
said.
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     "Those engaged in strenuous outdoor activities should avoid beverages
containing caffeine, such as coffee and tea, as well as alcohol, as they
speed up water loss through the urinary system," the spokesman explained.

     "The obese, the sick, including those with heart disease or high blood
pressure, the old and the young are more vulnerable to heat-related
illnesses. They should pay special attention," the spokesman added.

     The public should adopt the following precautions:
 

Wear loose and light-coloured clothing to reduce heat absorption and
facilitate sweat evaporation and heat dissipation;
Avoid vigorous exercise and prolonged activities like hiking or trekking
as heat, sweating and exhaustion can place additional demands on the
physique;
Perform outdoor activities in the morning or late afternoon;
For indoor activities, open all windows, use a fan or use air-
conditioning to maintain good ventilation; and
Reschedule work to cooler times of the day.

     If working in a hot environment is inevitable, introduce shade in the
workplace where practicable. Start work slowly and pick up the pace
gradually. Move to a cool area for rest at regular intervals to allow the
body to recuperate.

     The public should also note the latest and the forecast Ultraviolet (UV)
Index released by the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO). When the UV Index is high
(6 or above):
 

Minimise direct exposure of the skin and the eyes to sunlight;
Wear long-sleeved and loose-fitting clothes;
Wear a wide-brimmed hat or use an umbrella;
Seek a shaded area or put on UV-blocking sunglasses;
Apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen lotion with a Sun Protection Factor
(SPF) of 15 or above. Apply liberally and reapply after swimming,
sweating or toweling off; and
While using DEET-containing insect repellents for personal protection
against mosquito-borne diseases, apply sunscreen first, then insect
repellent.

     If symptoms develop, such as dizziness, headache, nausea, shortness of
breath or confusion, rest and seek help immediately, and seek medical advice
as soon as possible.

     The public may obtain more information from the DH's Health Education
Infoline (2833 0111), heat stroke page and UV radiation page; the HKO's Dial-
a-Weather (1878 200), latest weather and forecast, UV Index and weather
information for hiking and mountaineering; and press releases of the Labour
Department on precautions against heat stroke for outdoor workers and their
employers when the Very Hot Weather Warning is in force.
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