Territory-wide flag day today

Children Chiropractic Foundation Limited has been issued a Public
Subscription Permit to hold a territory-wide flag sale from 7am to 12.30pm
today (June 14), a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

Details of the charitable fund-raising activities, including any updated
information, covered by the issued Public Subscription Permits have been
published on the GovHK website (www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search).
Permits for flag days containing information on contact methods of the flag-
selling organisations and the approved flag-selling activities have also been
uploaded to the SWD's website (www.swd.gov.hk/en/ngo/controlofc/flagdays) for
reference. For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678.

In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.

Keynote speech by SITI at HKTDC
Workshop and Networking Reception of
VivaTech 2025 in Paris (English only)
(with photos)

Following is the keynote speech by the Secretary for Innovation,
Technology and Industry, Professor Sun Dong, at the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC) Workshop and Networking Reception of VivaTech
2025 in Paris, France today (June 13, Paris time):

Shirley (Special Representative for Hong Kong Economic and Trade Affairs to
the European Union, Ms Shirley Yung), Christopher (Director of France, Spain
and Portugal of the HKTDC, Mr Christopher Lai), distinguished speakers,
guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon! Bonjour! What an honour to stand before you at VivaTech
2025, where the future unfolds in the heart of Paris, a city that has long
been a powerhouse of creativity and innovation.

Walking through the exhibition earlier, I could sense the electric
energy of young entrepreneurs, the boldness of the start-ups, and the sheer
drive for innovation in every corner. It is a spirit Hong Kong knows well.
Today, I am here to share how Hong Kong is not only keeping pace with this
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tech revolution, but also helping to lead it.
Driving innovation: Hong Kong's grand vision

Hong Kong is forging ahead with a clear vision — to become a leading
international innovation and technology (I&T) centre. Guided by our I&T
development blueprint (Hong Kong Innovation and Technology Development
Blueprint) promulgated in December 2022, we have introduced a series of
targeted measures to consolidate our research and development (R&D)
strengths, accelerate transformation of R&D outcomes and promote the
development of tech industries of strategically importance to us including
life and health sciences, artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics, as well
as advanced manufacturing and new energy. These efforts have significantly
strengthened the I&T ecosystem in Hong Kong, putting us firmly on the right
track to unlocking new possibilities.

But vision alone is not enough, we believe in action. Just as VivaTech
embodies a spirit of exploration, Hong Kong is committed to pushing
boundaries, embracing change, and seizing global opportunities. That's why we
are introducing agile polices, developing world-class infrastructure, and
forging partnerships that span the globe.

Global Collaboration: InnoHK's expanding reach

You may have heard of InnoHK, our flagship R&D initiative that fosters
global R&D collaboration. Currently, we host 30 labs in partnership with 30
top-notch universities and research institutes from 12 economies under two
research clusters focusing on AI and robotics, and health technologies. And
today, I am thrilled to share that we are launching a third cluster focusing
on sustainable development, energy, advanced manufacturing, and materials.
France, with your leadership in green energy, is the natural partner. I am
confident that, together, we can turn research into real-world impact.

AI: Powering the next frontier and the future

AI is spearheading a new wave of technological revolution and industrial
transformation. It is not just the future, it is happening right now. Hong
Kong is all in. The solid R&D capabilities and world class talent we have are
the best asset supporting our city's AI aspiration. Five of our universities
rank among the world's top 50 for data science and AI, positioning Hong Kong
as a leading AI hub in Asia.

Our robust AI infrastructure, including the AI Supercomputing Centre
which opened last year and the Hong Kong AI Research and Development
Institute to be established, provides solid support to the industry on AI-
related research and application. Furthermore, a $10 billion Hong Kong
dollars-worth Innovation and Technology Industry-Oriented Fund, equivalent to
around 1.1 billion euros, will be there to channel more market capital to
turbocharge strategic industries, with AI at the core. We are not just
adopting AI, but we are investing in shaping the future.

Hong Kong: A gateway for global enterprises



To bolster downstream industry development, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government has been actively attracting I&T enterprises
to set up or expand their businesses in Hong Kong. For example, companies
like BeyonCa, a premium electric vehicle start-up backed by the Renault Group
and Dongfeng Motor Group, has chosen Hong Kong for its international
headquarters and final assembly plant. This decision is a testament to Hong
Kong's strategic location, favourable business environment, and growing
potential in advanced manufacturing. It also exemplifies Hong Kong's
important role as a "super connector" and a "super value-adder" between
Mainland China and the rest of the world, serving as a two-way springboard
for attracting overseas enterprises and helping Mainland enterprises to "go
global"”.

Hong Kong's next chapter: shaping the future together

Ladies and gentlemen, innovation is not about incremental steps — it is
about leaps. At the Hong Kong Tech Pavilion in Hall 1, you will see 20
pioneering start-ups from our two I&T flagships — Hong Kong Science Park and
Hong Kong Cyberport proving just that. From AI to life and health tech, they
are redefining what is possible.

Before I close, let me leave you with words from Lei Jun (é>-é&»8), who
transformed Xiaomi into a global tech leader: "Dream big, start small, and
act fast. The speed of execution is everything in innovation." To every
innovators and entrepreneurs here: whether you are from France or beyond,
your next big idea deserves a launchpad that moves as fast as you do. Let's
make it happen in Hong Kong!

Thank you. Merci.
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Anti-d : TV :
60 years of anti-drug history
envisioning drug-free Hong Kong (with

photos/video)

The large-scale anti-drug variety TV programme "Let's Stand Firm. Knock
Drugs Out!" presented by the Action Committee Against Narcotics (ACAN) was
held at TVB City in Tseung Kwan 0 this evening (June 13). The Chief Secretary
for Administration, Mr Chan Kwok-ki, delivered a speech at the programme and
officiated at the kick-off ceremony of a series of spectacular anti-drug
performances along with the Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-keung; the
Chairman of ACAN, Dr Donald Li; the Under Secretary for Security, Mr Michael
Cheuk, and other guests.

Mr Chan said in his speech that Hong Kong was previously plagued by drug
problems in the 1960s. Since the establishment of ACAN, the Government and
various sectors of the community have been working together to combat drug
problems. From 1977, when records started to be kept, to 2024, the total
number of reported drug abusers has dropped by as much as 70 per cent. Last
year, the number of young people under the age of 21 arrested for serious
drug offences was at a record low. ACAN has been instrumental in the success
of Hong Kong's anti-drug efforts.

He said, "This year marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of
the Action Committee Against Narcotics. I am glad to be able to take part in
the programme today and review with everyone the development of the anti-drug
efforts in Hong Kong on this important occasion..On behalf of the HKSAR
Government, I would like to express heartfelt gratitude to all those who have
participated in the anti-drug cause..I would like to appeal to all members of
the public to help spread the steadfast message of 'Let's Stand Firm. Knock
Drugs Out!' and work together towards a drug-free future to safeguard the
health of every member of the public.”

At the opening ceremony, Mr Chan led the officiating guests in
activating a device, after which seven props symbolising different drugs were
dropped into a machine symbolising the destruction of pernicious drugs. Mr
Chan led the officiating guests to read out the anti-drug slogan "Let's Stand
Firm. Knock Drugs Out!" to launch a series of spectacular anti-drug
performances.

Delivering a speech through a recorded short video for the programme, Dr
Li said that the progress of Hong Kong's anti-drug efforts owed a lot to the
active participation of members of the public in Hong Kong and the concerted
efforts of several generations in the fight against drugs over the past 60
years. He thanked everyone who had participated in anti-drug work before for
their contributions. "I invite you, in front of the TV, to continue to
participate actively in the anti-drug efforts. I believe that with your
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participation, a drug-free Hong Kong is just around the corner," he added.

In the programme, various young idols and singers performed songs with
positive messages, including an upbeat anti-drug theme song that shares with
young people positive energy and encourages them to hold dear to positive
values in life.

Members of Hong Kong Customs' "Customs YES" played the harp and danced
in a musical segment. Through the impact of classical music and modern dance,
a message was conveyed that positive hobbies not only broaden one's horizons
and let one's talents shine, but also strengthen one's determination against
drugs.

Members of the Hong Kong Police Force's "Leadership Institute on
Narcotics" performed rope skipping and hip hop dance with energetic vibes,
letting the audience know that one of the best ways to resist the temptation
of drugs is to build a strong body and a determined mind through sports.
Wushu athlete Juanita Mok and table tennis athlete Wong Chun-ting also
cheered for youngsters in this segment with their respective fortes — Wushu
(Taolu) that combines strength and flexibility, and table tennis, which is
known for its speed.

Members of the Correctional Services Department's "Rehabilitation
Pioneer Leaders" performed in the form of busking with ukulele, electric
piano and guitars, in the hope of striking a chord with young people and
expressing through the songs that a healthy state of mind is essential for
staying away from drugs.

In addition, the programme has arranged for artists to re-enact short
plays based on the true stories of rehabilitees who have successfully quit
drugs. The rehabilitees have participated in the plays themselves.

Co-organised by the Narcotics Division of the Security Bureau and ACAN,
and produced by Television Broadcasts Limited, the programme aims to review
Hong Kong's anti-drug history over the past 60 years and rally community
support for combating drug problems. Audience members from different sectors,
including students, youth groups and representatives from the education and
social welfare sectors, attended the programme. This programme is one of the
events held in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of ACAN.

The programme will be broadcast on TVB Jade at 9pm on June 21. Members
of the public are welcome to watch and disseminate anti-drug messages for
building a drug-free Hong Kong together.
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Two property owners fined over
$110,000 in total for carrying out
unauthorised building works

a€<Two owners of detached houses on Redhill Peninsula pleaded guilty at
the Eastern Magistrates' Courts yesterday (June 12) for carrying out
unauthorised building works (UBWs), contravening section 14(1) of the
Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123) (BO), namely, knowingly carrying out building
works without prior approval and consent from the Buildings Department (BD).
They were fined over $110,000 in total by the court.

The BD discovered certain UBWs at the two detached houses during a
large-scale operation in September 2023 to inspect houses along the coastal
area of Redhill Peninsula. Investigation by the BD found that the owners of
the two houses had knowingly carried out the concerned building works without
the prior approval and consent from the BD, contravening section 14(1) of the
BO. Hence, the BD instigated prosecution action against the two owners under
section 40(1AA) of the BO in August last year. The two owners were convicted
and fined $30,000 and $82,980 respectively yesterday.

A spokesman for the BD said today (June 13), "The Redhill Peninsula
incident reveals that coastal detached houses with UBWs or illegal occupation
of government land can pose safety hazards and risks to nearby slopes. If
such contraventions are discovered, the BD will take vigorous enforcement
actions and instigate prosecution actions. Property owners should consult
building professionals before carrying out building works to ensure
compliance with the BO."

The spokesperson said that these are the first two convictions for
contravening section 14(1) of the BO in relation to the Redhill Peninsula
incident. The BD has already instigated prosecutions against 30 detached
houses on Redhill Peninsula, including the above two houses. Court hearings
for these cases are being rolled out.

Pursuant to section 40(1AA) of the BO, any person who knowingly
contravenes section 14(1) (i.e. commencement or carrying out any building
works without having first obtained approval and consent from the BD),
commits an offence and is liable upon conviction to a fine of $400,000 and to
imprisonment for two years, and a further fine of $20,000 for each day that
the offence continues.

The Government has earlier on put forward proposals to amend the BO,
including increasing the penalties to enhance deterrence against failure to
comply with statutory notices or orders by the specified time and offences
against serious UBWs. The Government is drafting the legislative amendments,
with a view to submitting the amendment bill to the Legislative Council in
the first half of 2026.
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Ice cream sample detected with
coliform bacteria count exceeding
legal limit

a€<The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department announced today (June 13) that a sample of locally
manufactured pistachio-flavoured ice-cream was found to contain coliform
bacteria and its count exceeding the legal limit. The CFS is following up on
the incident.

A spokesman for the CFS said, "The CFS collected the above-mentioned
sample from a licensed frozen confection factory in Sha Tin for testing under
its routine Food Surveillance Programme. The test result showed that the
sample contained 260 coliform bacteria per gram, exceeding the legal limit."

"The CFS has informed the frozen confection factory concerned of the
irregularity and instructed it to stop selling and to dispose all the
affected ice-cream immediately. The CFS has also provided health education on
food safety and hygiene to the staff of the frozen confection factory, who
have also been requested to carry out thorough cleaning and disinfection of
the premises," the spokesman said.

Under the Frozen Confections Regulation (Cap. 132AC), frozen confection
for sale should not contain more than 100 coliform bacteria per gram. The
maximum penalty for offenders is a fine of $10,000 and three months'
imprisonment upon conviction. The fact that the coliform count exceeded the
legal limit indicated that the hygienic conditions were unsatisfactory, but
did not mean that consumption would lead to food poisoning.

The CFS will continue to follow up on the incident and take appropriate
action to safeguard food safety and public health. An investigation is
ongoing.
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