
Inspection of aquatic products
imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.
 
     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
supplied in the market.
 
     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.
 
     From noon on February 18 to noon today (February 19), the CFS conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 258 food samples imported from Japan,
which were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt"
category. No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can
be found on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods
Imported from Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
ear_Event_and_Food_Safety.html).

     In parallel, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) has also tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All
the samples passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).
 
     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).
 
     From August 24, 2023, to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 116 679 samples of food imported from
Japan (including 76 474 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and
sea salt) and 27 074 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples
passed the tests.
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LCQ11: Student financial assistance
schemes for tertiary students

     Following is a question by Reverend Canon the Hon Peter Douglas Koon and
a written reply by the Secretary for Education, Dr Choi Yuk-lin, in the
Legislative Council today (February 19):
 
Question:
 
     Regarding the various student financial assistance schemes (SFASs)
administered by the Student Finance Office (SFO) of the Working Family and
Student Financial Assistance Agency, including (i) the Tertiary Student
Finance Scheme—Publicly-funded Programmes, (ii) the Financial Assistance
Scheme for Post-secondary Students, (iii) the Non-means-tested Loan Scheme
for Full-time Tertiary Students, (iv) the Non-means-tested Loan Scheme for
Post-secondary Students and (v) the Extended Non-means-tested Loan Scheme,
will the Government inform this Council:
 
(1) among the students enrolled in recognised University Grants Committee-
funded or publicly-funded programmes in each of the past five academic years,
of the respective numbers of students who had successfully applied for the
aforesaid SFASs and the percentages of those who had been granted full level
of assistance, as well as the respective total amounts involved;
 
(2) of the respective numbers of default cases of the aforesaid SFASs (i.e.
cases with two or more consecutive overdue quarterly instalments/six or more
consecutive overdue monthly instalments) and the average amounts in default
in such cases in each of the past five academic years, as well as the
respective total amounts in default and their percentages in the total amount
of loans granted under the schemes concerned;
 
(3) in respect of the default cases of the aforesaid SFASs in each of the
past five academic years, of the respective numbers of (i) letters issued to
loan borrowers by the Department of Justice before legal proceedings were
initiated or judgments were obtained, and cases where Charging Orders, Writs
of Fieri Facia and Garnishee Orders were enforced, and (ii) cases in which
the SFO wrote off the outstanding loans, as well as the respective total
amounts of such write-offs and their percentages in the total amount of the
loans;
 
(4) whether it will consider further lowering the annual interest rates of
the loans under the aforesaid SFASs and extending the standard loan repayment
period, so as to alleviate the burden of loan borrowers; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;
 
(5) whether it has provided further support measures for students who are
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unable to repay loans under the aforesaid SFASs due to financial pressure,
including allowing them to suitably defer the repayment and opt for
Individual Voluntary Arrangement under reasonable circumstances, so as to
help them tide over difficulties; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons
for that; and
 
(6) as there are views that the continuous rising trend of students
defaulting on loan repayments under the aforesaid SFASs may be related to
their poor financial management, whether the Government will allocate
additional resources to enhance financial management education in schools, so
as to help students in making proper financial planning; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
 
Reply:
 
President,
 
     The Government's policy on student finance is to ensure that no student
is denied access to education due to a lack of means. The Student Finance
Office (SFO) of the Working Family and Student Financial Assistance Agency
currently administers five student financial assistance schemes for post-
secondary and tertiary students, including two means-tested financial
assistance schemes (namely the Tertiary Student Finance Scheme – Publicly-
funded Programmes and the Financial Assistance Scheme for Post-secondary
Students which provide grants and/or living expenses loans) and three non-
means-tested loan schemes (namely the Non-means-tested Loan Scheme for Full-
time Tertiary Students, the Non-means-tested Loan Scheme for Post-secondary
Students and the Extended Non-means-tested Loan Scheme which provide loans to
applicants for paying tuition fees).
 
     Our reply to the questions raised by Reverend Canon the Hon Peter
Douglas Koon is as follows:
 
(1) Registered full-time students taking up an exclusively University Grants
Committee-funded or publicly-funded student place of recognised post-
secondary programmes may apply for financial assistance under the Tertiary
Student Finance Scheme – Publicly-funded Programmes or the Non-means-tested
Loan Scheme for Full-time Tertiary Students. The relevant figures of these
two schemes in the 2020/21 to 2024/25 academic years are set out at Annex I.
 
(2) Cases with two or more consecutive overdue quarterly instalments/six or
more consecutive overdue monthly instalments are regarded as default cases.
Figures relating to student loan default under the five student financial
assistance schemes in the 2020/21 to 2024/25 academic years are set out at
Annex II.
 
(3) If loan repayers do not respond or settle the arrears after the SFO's
repeated reminders and urge, the SFO will proceed to take legal recovery
actions on the defaulted loan accounts. In addition, the SFO will only
consider writing off outstanding loans when the defaulted amounts are
confirmed to be irrecoverable (for example when the loan borrower concerned



has deceased while his/her indemnifier is unable to repay the loan, or both
the loan borrower and his/her indemnifier are bankrupt). Figures relating to
legal recovery actions and write-offs under the five student financial
assistance schemes in the 2020/21 to 2024/25 academic years are set out at
Annex III.
 
(4) and (5) The means-tested financial assistance schemes provide non-
repayable grants to students for meeting their tuition fees and academic
expenses, as well as low-interest loans for meeting their living expenses.
The interest rate of the loans concerned is currently set at 1 per cent per
annum.
 
     The non-means-tested loan schemes provide loans for students who do not
intend to undergo or fail to pass the means tests for paying their tuition
fees. The schemes concerned are operated according to the principles of "no-
gain-no-loss (NGNL)" and "full-cost recovery". The interest rate is also
derived on a NGNL basis and comprises a risk-adjusted-factor rate (reduced to
zero since July 2012), and will be adjusted regularly or in response to
changes in the market interest rates in accordance with the established
mechanism. The current interest rate of non-means-tested loans is 1.795 per
cent per annum, which is far below the interest rate for unsecured loans in
the market in general. A further reduction of the annual interest rate may
result in abuse of the schemes, encourage unnecessary borrowing and increase
the future repayment burden of students. Furthermore, subsidising further
reductions with taxpayers' money will deviate from the intent of the schemes
and principle of prudent finance.
      
     In respect of repayment arrangements, the standard repayment period has
already been extended to 15 years having regard to the repayment burden of
loan borrowers. Moreover, new graduates can choose to commence loan repayment
one year after graduation. Loan borrowers with proven repayment difficulties
(e.g. financial hardship, further full-time study or serious illness) may
apply to defer repayment of their loans without interest for up to a maximum
of two years, meaning that the repayment period of the borrowers concerned
can be up to 17 years.
      
     Furthermore, to ease the financial burden of student loan repayers amid
the COVID-19 epidemic, the Government has been providing an interest-free
deferral arrangement for loan repayment for five years from April 1, 2020 to
March 31, 2025, (suspension period). In other words, the entire repayment
period can be up to 22 years. Eligible student loan repayers are not required
to repay the principal and instalment interest payable during the suspension
period. The annual administrative fee chargeable on all loan repayment
accounts under the non-means-tested loan schemes is also waived at the same
time. New loan repayers who have graduated or completed their studies during
the suspension period may choose to further defer the commencement of loan
repayment for a maximum of one year after March 31, 2025.
      
     For loan borrowers with genuine difficulties in repaying their loans,
the SFO will provide assistance on a case-by-case basis, such as working out
adjustments to the repayment plan, or allowing them to opt for Individual



Voluntary Arrangement under the Bankruptcy Ordinance.
 
(6) The SFO has all along been promoting education on financial management,
and reminding applicants to carefully consider their needs and repayment
abilities before applying for and deciding to take out the loans. The SFO
also updates information on its website from time to time to promote the
message of financial prudence, credit management and responsible borrowing,
as well as the possible consequences of default in loan repayment, so as to
strengthen the deterrent effects.
 
     The SFO also collaborates with various post-secondary institutions.
Apart from communicating with their student affairs offices from time to time
to provide them with the latest information on loan application and messages
about financial management for students, the SFO also distributes relevant
promotional materials to institutions for use in their annual student
activities. This helps instil a prudent attitude towards financial management
in students while reminding them of the points to note in making applications
under the financial assistance schemes for post-secondary and tertiary
students.
      
     In addition, in collaboration with the Investor and Financial Education
Council (IFEC), the SFO promotes, through its website, the IFEC's financial
education platform "The Chin Family" and its annual financial education
campaign "Hong Kong Money Month", to provide financial management information
to student loan applicants and their parents, and educate them about the
importance of early financial planning.

CAD Aviation Education Path’s new
exhibition galleries on “Uprising of
the Two Airlines” and civil aviation
development of China open to public
(with photos)

     â€‹The Civil Aviation Department (CAD) has set up new exhibition
galleries on the "Uprising of the Two Airlines" (the Uprising) and the civil
aviation development of China at the Aviation Education Path (AEP), with a
view to enhancing the public's understanding of the civil aviation
development of China including the building of home-developed aircraft. The
exhibition galleries are open to the public starting from today (February
19).

     The Uprising took place on November 9, 1949, when 12 aircraft from the
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China National Aviation Corporation and the Central Air Transport Corporation
(the two airlines) took off and headed north from Kai Tak Airport in Hong
Kong, overcoming various difficulties and flying to Beijing and Tianjin.
Apart from being a patriotic move which was crucial to the development of the
civil aviation industry in China, the Uprising was closely related to civil
aviation in Hong Kong. Through historical photographs, text panels and a film
presentation, the exhibition highlights the major stages of the Uprising,
which covers its background and course of events, as well as the profound
impact of the Uprising on the civil aviation development of China in the
following years.

     The civil aviation industry in China has developed rapidly since the
Uprising. The exhibition galleries present civil aviation statistics of China
from 1950, covering total turnover volume, as well as the number of airports,
civil aircraft and air routes. Also, the successful development of home-
developed aircraft C909 and C919 are significant milestones of the aircraft
manufacturing industry in China. The exhibition, while highlighting the
chronological development of both aircraft, allows visitors to revisit the
historic moment of the C919 aircraft fly-past over Victoria Harbour on
December 16, 2023.

     The Director-General of Civil Aviation, Mr Victor Liu, today welcomed
the first group of visitors to the new exhibition galleries, including the
pioneers of the Uprising and their relatives, as well as representatives from
the China National Aviation Corporation (Group) Limited, the Hong Kong Party
of China National Aviation Corporation and Central Air Transport Corporation,
and the Staffs and Workers Union of Hong Kong Civil Airlines. Mr Liu said,
"The visitors of the AEP's new exhibition galleries, through commemorating
the history of the Uprising and reviewing the civil aviation development in
China through the years, will be proud of our country's outstanding
achievements in civil aviation development. We hope that the new AEP
exhibition galleries will continue to enhance the public's understanding of
the civil aviation development of China."

     Visiting the AEP is free of charge. Two guided tours are available for
booking daily at two time slots, 10am to 11.30am and 2pm to 3.30pm from
Monday to Friday (except public holidays). For more details on visit
applications, please visit the CAD website at
www.cad.gov.hk/english/aviation_education_path.html.
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LCQ9: Burglary crimes

     Following is a question by the Hon Chan Yuet-ming and a written reply by
the Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-keung, in the Legislative Council
today (February 19):

Question:
 
     Some members of the public have relayed that there has been an increase
in the number of burglary crimes targeting low-density residential properties
and shops in rural areas and suburbs, and the situation is even worse near
Chinese New Year. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:
 
(1) of the numbers and detection rates of burglary crimes in each of the past
five years, with a tabulated breakdown by the 18 districts in Hong Kong; the
numbers of persons convicted of such crimes and, among them, the respective
numbers of those who were minors and non-Hong Kong residents;
 
(2) of the details of both the publicity activities on the prevention of
burglary and joint operations against burglary crimes conducted by the Hong
Kong Police Force in the whole year of 2024, as well as the effectiveness of
such efforts;
 
(3) of the details of the publicity activities conducted by the Fight Crime
Committee and District Fight Crime Committees on the prevention of burglary
in the whole year of 2024; and
 
(4) whether the Government will review the existing mechanism on the
prevention of burglary crimes, including whether it will consider installing
smart lampposts fitted with cameras and subsidising village offices to
install closed-circuit television monitoring systems or other appropriate
alarm devices at major entrances and exits of villages so as to deter law-
breakers?
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Reply:
 
President,
 
     The Police pay close attention to burglary cases which occurred in
different locations and premises. In addition to actively taking measures
against such crimes, the Police have been providing home security and anti-
burglary advice to the public through various channels.
 
     After consultation with the Hong Kong Police Force and the Home Affairs
Department, our consolidated reply to the Member's question is set out below:
 
(1) The number of burglary cases and detection rates by Police Districts in
the past five years (from 2020 to 2024) are set out in Annex I.
 
     Regarding the number of persons convicted, the number of persons
convicted of burglary-related offences (i.e. burglary under section 11 and
aggravated burglary under section 12 of the Theft Ordinance (Cap. 210)) and,
among them, the number of those who were minors or not holders of Hong Kong
Identity Cards at the time of their first appearance, from 2020 to the third
quarter of 2024, are set out in Annex II.
 
(2) The Police adopt a multi-pronged approach to enhance the prevention and
combating of burglary cases. In terms of enforcement, the Police have stepped
up intelligence gathering and adopted an intelligence-led approach. They have
increased high-profile patrols and stop-and-search operations in high-risk
areas, such as village houses. Additionally, drones and helicopters from the
Government Flying Service are deployed for nighttime aerial patrols and the
pursuit of burglars. Roadblocks are also set up at different times and
locations to stop and search suspicious vehicles or individuals, thereby
enhancing deterrence.
 
     On the publicity front, to enhance public awareness, the Police have
launched a one-stop platform, SafeCity.HK, to provide the public with crime
prevention tips, including information on burglary prevention. The Police
also conduct publicity through various channels, such as social media
platforms, press conferences, OffBeat 360 and Offbeat 120s, to share with the
public ways to enhance home security and encourage them to report to the
Police any suspicious persons or behavior. The Police also organise regular
seminars for different sectors (for example, members of the property
management and security sectors, the retail industry, and so on) and
distribute anti-burglary pamphlets to the public in conjunction with District
Councils, Rural Committees, Area Committees and property management companies
to enhance anti-burglary awareness from different perspectives.
 
     As a result of the Police's vigorous efforts in combating burglary, the
situation of burglary cases has improved significantly. In 2024, 1 220
burglary cases were reported, representing a decrease of 134 cases or 9.9 per
cent compared to 2023, and the amount of loss was also reduced by 48 million
Hong Kong Dollars or 25.5 per cent. The Police will continue with its related
work, such as stepping up publicity during high-risk periods, such as the
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Chinese New Year and long holiday periods (e.g. using the Anti-crime
Promotional Truck to visit different districts across the territory) to
educate the public on the importance of and ways to prevent theft.
 
(3) In response to burglary cases, the Fight Crime Committee (FCC) has
adopted Beware of Burglary and Theft as the theme of one of its anti-crime
publicity campaigns in 2024-25. The campaign will be launched through various
media, including online advertisements and distribution of publicity
materials such as door and window alarms, to remind members of the public to
step up their home security to prevent burglary and theft.
 
     As for the District Fight Crime Committees (DFCCs), various DFCCs
organised different publicity campaigns under the theme of Beware of Burglary
and Theft in 2024, such as carnivals, seminars and design competitions;
distribution of promotional souvenirs, leaflets, banners, etc; and placing
advertisements on the backs of minibus chairs and on the lightboxes of bus
shelters. The aim is to integrate messages about preventing burglary and
theft into various aspects of citizens' daily lives at the district level.
 
(4) To further enhance law and order and combat crime in a comprehensive
manner, the Police Force has started installing closed-circuit televisions
(CCTVs) in various districts (including rural areas) in Hong Kong since April
2024. The installation points are located at traditional lampposts, smart
lampposts and government buildings. 615 sets of cameras have been installed
by the end of last year, with the first phase of installation to be completed
within 2025 with a total of 2 000 sets of cameras. As at the end of 2024, the
system has assisted the Police in detecting 122 cases, including serious
crimes such as murder, robbery and burglary, with 202 arrests. Of the 16
burglary cases detected with the assistance of CCTV, half of them (eight
cases) were solved within one day, demonstrating that CCTV has not only made
investigations more effective, but has also greatly enhanced the efficiency
of crime detection.
 
     Apart from assisting in crime detection, CCTV also has a deterrent
effect on criminal behavior. In order to understand the relevant data, the
Police have analysed the number of street crime cases for various types of
crimes and found that they have dropped after the installation of CCTV. This
shows that the scheme has brought about a very positive effect on crime
prevention and elimination. The Police will progressively install CCTVs
according to the crime rate or pedestrian flow of individual districts and
locations (including rural areas), with a view to maximising the
effectiveness of CCTVs in preventing and combating crime.
 
     In addition, the Police, in conjunction with the DFCCs, have also
encouraged and assisted in the installation of CCTV systems in old low-
security buildings. Police Districts also distribute door and window alarms
to rural residents, so as to enhance the security level of residential
premises.



LCQ12: Chronic Disease Co-Care Pilot
Scheme

     Following is a question by the Hon Chan Pui-leung and a written reply by
the Secretary for Health, Professor Lo Chung-mau, in the Legislative Council
today (February 19):

Question:

     The Government has launched the three-year Chronic Disease Co-Care Pilot
Scheme (the Scheme) from November 13 2023 to provide subsidised diabetes
mellitus (DM) and hypertension (HT) screening services in the private
healthcare sector to Hong Kong residents aged 45 or above with no known
medical history of DM or HT. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

(1) of the following information on the participants since the launch of the
Scheme: (i) the number of participants, as well as the distribution of their
gender, age and respective District Health Centres (DHCs) and DHC Expresses
and, among them, the respective numbers of participants who (ii) have
completed DM and HT screening, (iii) have been diagnosed with prediabetes, DM
or HT, and have entered the treatment stage, and (iv) have been arranged by
their family doctors to receive a one-off internal medicine specialist
consultation at the Hospital Authority through the bi-directional referral
mechanism;

(2) of the following information on the participating family doctors and
family doctors' service points (service points) since the launch of the
Scheme: (i) the number of family doctors, (ii) the number and geographical
distribution of service points, and (iii) the number of family doctors and
service points that can pair participants with a family doctor at the clinic
and are open for direct enrolment to the Scheme;

(3) as it is learnt that under the Scheme, the Government has recommended
that family doctors should only charge participants a co-payment fee of $150
for each consultation during the treatment stage, whether the Government has
compiled statistics on the respective numbers and proportions of family
doctors and service points which are currently charging a co-payment fee of
(i) $150 or less and (ii) over $150, as well as the highest co-payment fee;

(4) as it is learnt that there is an imbalance between family doctors and
service points participating in the Scheme and participants in some
districts, resulting in members of the public having to seek medical
treatment in other districts or giving up on participating in the Scheme,
whether the Government has measures in place to rationalise the allocation of
resources, including encouraging more family doctors and service points to
participate in the Scheme;
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(5) as the Health Bureau announced on January 20 this year that the Scheme
has introduced dedicated nurse clinic and allied health services under the
district health network at over 40 service points across Hong Kong, of the
number of participants who have received the additional services so far,
together with a breakdown by type of service; whether it has plans to further
introduce service points in the 18 districts across the territory; if so, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that;

(6) given that the 2024 Policy Address has proposed to expand the Scheme to
cover blood lipid testing within this year, of the specific implementation
timetable and work progress concerned; whether it will further expand the
Scheme to cover other tests and diseases, such as cholesterol check and
osteoporosis; if so, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(7) whether the various service performance indicators of the Scheme since
its launch have met the Government's expectations; how the Government will
step up publicity to attract more target members of the public to participate
in the Scheme?

Reply:

President,

     The Government launched the Chronic Disease Co-Care Pilot Scheme (CDCC
Pilot Scheme) in November 2023, which is the first major initiative under the
Primary Healthcare Blueprint. The Scheme provides Government-subsidised
diabetes mellitus (DM) and hypertension (HT) screening and doctor
consultation services to Hong Kong residents aged 45 or above with no known
medical history of DM or HT, with the aim to encourage citizens to receive
early screening in order to get a better understanding of their own health
status, so as to achieve the objectives of early prevention, early
identification and early treatment.

     In consultation with the Primary Healthcare Commission (PHC Commission),
the replies to the respective parts of the question raised by the Hon Chan
Pui-leung are as follows:

(1) and (6) As at February 13, 2025, the number of participants in the CDCC
Pilot Scheme has exceeded 100 000 (about 101 800) (see Annex I), of which
around 58 700 participants have completed the screenings for DM and HT, and
around 23 500 of them (i.e. nearly 40 per cent) have been diagnosed with
prediabetes (note), DM or HT. The latter patients can proceed to the
treatment phase and will be subsidised by the Government to continue their
treatment with self-selected family doctors by shouldering certain co-payment
amount under a co-payment model, and subject to their health conditions, be
offered prescribed medication, and follow-up care at nurse clinics and allied
health services. In addition, the Government has established a bi-directional
referral mechanism with the Hospital Authority (HA) under the CDCC Pilot
Scheme. Family doctors can refer participants with clinical needs to receive
a one-off specialist consultation at a designated Medicine Specialist Out-
patient Clinic of the HA according to clinical diagnosis and pre-defined
criteria and guidelines. 29 participants have received one-off specialist



consultation at the HA through the mechanism. 

     The Government noted that there is a higher proportion of women among
participants. As at December 31, 2024, about 67 per cent of the participants
were female and 33 per cent were male, with around 70 per cent of
participants aged between 45 and 64. In view of the relatively low proportion
of male participants, various District Health Centres / District Health
Centre Expresses (collectively DHCs) are enhancing their promotional efforts
focusing on men, including stepping up promotional efforts targeting at
practitioners of particular industries such as transport, construction and
catering, and arranging promotional activities on non-working days,
especially Sundays.

     The Government regularly reviews primary healthcare services and the
service scope of the CDCC Pilot Scheme based on scientific evidence and
resource utilisation considerations. The Government is actively planning to
expand the CDCC Pilot Scheme in 2025 to cover blood lipid testing for
eligible participants, allowing a more comprehensive approach to the
assessment and proper management of cardiovascular disease risk factors,
including the "three highs" (high blood pressure, high blood sugar and high
cholesterol). Details will be announced in due course. There is currently no
sufficient scientific evidence to support the recommendation that routine
screening for osteoporosis among persons at average risk is effective or
cost-effective. In light of this, the Government has no plan to provide
osteoporosis screening services to the public at the moment. At the health
management and promotion level, the DHCs will continue to organise
educational activities to promote prevention of osteoporosis and osteoporotic
fracture, and collaborate with different community organisations and
healthcare service providers to provide information or make referrals for
those interested or in need of osteoporosis services.

     As mentioned in the Primary Healthcare Blueprint, local studies have
shown that the healthcare system can achieve savings in healthcare expenses
and reduce the burden of disease through the provision of subsidised
screening and management services for DM management to suitable patients. The
CDCC Pilot Scheme is a pilot scheme that encourage eligible citizens to
undergo screening for DM and HT, two common chronic diseases, so that hidden
patients of chronic diseases can be detected at an early stage, and their
complications can be treated and prevented as early as possible, thereby
reducing the need for hospitalisation. In order to further examine the
effectiveness of the CDCC Pilot Scheme, the Government commissioned a local
university in the first quarter of 2024 to conduct a study to assess the
extent to which the objectives of the Scheme are met and the overall
performance, including the service quality, effectiveness, as well as the
cost-effectiveness. The Government will review the service model and
operational details of the CDCC Pilot Scheme in a timely manner and make
enhancements as necessary to ensure its effectiveness.

(2), (3) and (4) Family doctors are generally supportive of the CDCC Pilot
Scheme. As at February 13, 2025, there are 599 family doctors (at 785 service
points) participating in the CDCC Pilot Scheme, of which 182 family doctors
(at 218 service points) offer direct patient enrolment at their clinics. 



     Of the participating service points, two-thirds (530 service points)
charge co-payment at the Government-recommended consultation co-payment fee
of $150 or below. The number of family doctors' service points, the
distribution of districts and the range of co-payment set by the family
doctors are set out in Annex II. 

     At present, all districts in Hong Kong have a certain number of family
doctor service points. CDCC Pilot Scheme participants can, according to their
own needs, choose to go to a service point near their place of residence,
workplace or any other suitable service point to match with a family doctor
for screening and follow-up services in a flexible manner, and hence the
number of enrolled participants across districts may not align with the
distribution of family doctor service points. The PHC Commission will
continue to strive to increase the number of family doctor service points in
various districts, with a view to providing the public with more choices and
enhancing their convenience and flexibility in seeking treatment. In this
connection, the PHC Commission has organised five webinars to promote and
introduce the CDCC Pilot Scheme to family doctors, and actively invited
family doctors/clinics, in particular, doctors who enrolled in the General
Outpatient Clinic Public-Private Partnership Programme and those enlisted in
the Primary Care Directory, to participate in the Scheme. The PHC Commission
and the Hong Kong College of Family Physicians co-organised the World Family
Doctor Day Symposium 2024 on May 18, 2024, to share and discuss with
healthcare professionals the promotion of primary healthcare services in a
concerted manner. The Symposium also highlighted the enhancements introduced
by the Government to support family doctors in providing necessary care to
CDCC Pilot Scheme participants, and successfully encouraged more doctors to
join the Scheme.

     Furthermore, the Government has been optimising the operational details
of the Scheme by streamlining various administrative procedures and workflow,
with a view to enhancing the family doctors; ease of operation of the system.
Moreover, to increase the flexibility of the CDCC Pilot Scheme, starting from
March 2024, members of the public can choose to directly enrol at certain
participating clinics of the CDCC Pilot Scheme to pair with a family doctor
in the clinic for screening. In addition, having reviewed the actual needs of
participants, the Government has expanded the basic-tier drug list of the
CDCC Pilot Scheme since August 2024 to increase the coverage of its basic-
tier drugs from 43 items at the initial stage to 59 drug items, providing
family doctors with greater flexibility in prescribing drugs according to the
clinical needs of participants.

(5) In order to provide a broader scope of healthcare services with better
coherence to the CDCC Pilot Scheme participants, dedicated nurse clinic and
allied health (including optometrists, physiotherapists and dietitians)
services were introduced on January 20, 2025. Nurse clinic and allied health
services are referral-based. Family doctors or the DHCs will make referrals
based on the health needs of CDCC Pilot Scheme participants for suitable
treatment and follow-up care. Nurse clinics are generally able to handle most
cases effectively and their service points cover Hong Kong Island, Kowloon
and the New Territories, whereas allied health services mainly focus on



patients with specific clinical needs or complex medical conditions, and thus
it is not necessary to establish service points in all districts. In less
than a month since the introduction of the relevant services, 47 CDCC Pilot
Scheme participants have already made appointments for relevant services, of
which 33 have received services (see Annex III).

     The dedicated nurse clinic and allied health services will be rolled out
in phases, with the first phase to provide services to CDCC Pilot Scheme
participants. Other members of the DHCs who are not participating in the CDCC
Pilot Scheme will receive dedicated nurse clinic and allied health services
under a co-payment model in the next phase, with details to be announced
later.

 (7) Since the launch of the CDCC Pilot Scheme, the Government has promoted
the CDCC Pilot Scheme through various channels, among which the DHCs play an
important role. In addition to inviting existing eligible members to
participate in the CDCC Pilot Scheme, the DHCs also organise large-scale
promotional activities in respective districts and strengthen connection with
the public through community outreach activities, mobile outreach vehicles
and promotional booths in community complexes. The DHCs have been actively
co-operating with community service partners, such as the District Services
and Community Care Teams to organise community activities to recruit eligible
individuals to become Scheme participants. 

     At the same time, the Government has also been carrying out other forms
of publicity activities to promote the CDCC Pilot Scheme through various
television and media channels, and providing the public and healthcare
service providers with latest information of the CDCC Pilot Scheme through
various communication platforms (such as website, telephone hotline, posters
and brochures, electronic newsletters and online briefings). 

Note: Prediabetes with glycated haemoglobin level of 6.0 to 6.4 per cent or
fasting plasma glucose level of 6.1 to 6.9 mmol/L.


